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MinISTER TO AUSTRIA. 
‘European correspondence of the Journal of Com- 
vnerce, that Mr. Muhlenberg, the United States 
envoy to the court of Austria, presented his cre- 
ontials to the emperor on the 4th of November 
ast, and was most favorably received. 
























TuE STATES. Pennsylvania. The election fora 
state senator of Pennsylvania, in the place of Jacob 
Cassat, deceased, to represent the counties of Ad- 
ins, Franklin and Cumberland, will take place on 
ne 15th inst. The whig nominated candidate is 
ohn McFarlane, and the administration candidate 
is Thomas C. Miller. 


Maine. The legislature of Maine convened at 
Augusta on the 2d instant. Job Prince, (adm.) of 
Oxiord county, was chosen president of the senate, 
Pand Hannibal Hamlin (adm.) speaker of the house. 


Allen, and 4 scattering. 


The votes at the election of governor last Septem- 
ber, as officially declared, stand thus: 

Whole number of votes legally given, 89,598 

Necessary for.a choice - - - 44,800 

John Fairfield has . - - - 46,216 

Edward Kent - - . - - 42,897 

For other persons - - - 436 


> . . 


Fairfield’s majority over all others - 2,893 


Virginia. The legislature of this state convened 
at Richmond on Monday last. The senate organized 
by the appointment of Stafford H. Parker, esq. as 
speaker; Addison Hansford, cierk; L. W. Allen, ser- 
reant-at-arms; and Julius Murtin and Thomas L. 
Nelson, door-keepers. 

| The house of delegates was organized by the elec- 
“Stion of Thomas W. Gilmer, of Albemarle, as speak- 
Ser: for Gilmer 101, Crutchfield 7, Watkins 9, Smith 
$i; and George W. Munford, clerk. The cominit- 
Ttecs of the house were appointed on Tuesday. 
# Three cases of contested elections have been brought 
Worward—the seats of Mr. Tyler, Mr. Booten, and 
Mr. Wilcox, are those disputed. A number of pe- 
| Ftitions were presented. 


Kentucky. ‘The Lexington Intelligencer of the 
¥4th inst. states that the hon. James Harlan, who has 
so ably represented the 5th congressional district of 
Kentucky in the past and present congress, has de- 
termined not to be a candidate for re-election. 


Michigan. The whole number of votes for rep- 
resentative to congress at the late election in the 
state of Michigan, was 32,318. Of these, the ma- 
jority for Mr. Crary over his opponent, Mr. Wells, 
was 204 votes. 
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BANKS, CURRENCY, &c. The New York Ame- 
rican of Thursday contains the following annun- 
ciation: 

The new bank. We have at length the satisfac- 
tion of announcing that the articles of association 
for establishing the bank, in arranging which a 
number of our most experienced fellow-citizens 
have been for some time diligently engaged, have 
at length been completed and signed. 


The institution bears the significant and compre- 
@ hensive title of the «Bank of Commerce in New 
§ York,” being intended to promote the commercial 
interests of our city and state, in their broadest ac- 
ceptation, by facilitating the operations of trade, 
not only between the metropolis and the interior, but 
between the several states of the Union. Provision 
has been made for the eventual employment of the 
institution as a fiscal agent by the general govern- 
ment, and such of the state governments as may 
mi to avail themselves of its means of being 

seful, 

The present capital of the bank is fixed at five 
millions of dollars to be paid in cash, in convenient 
lnstalments—reserving the privilege of increasing 
it to twenty millions (irrespective of subscriptions 
by the general and state governments) after the 
Present year,—giving to existing shareholders the 
pre-einptive right of subscribing rateably to such 
{creased ainount. 

_ The directors, who are eighteen in number, have 
Siven a substantial proof of their belief in the safety 
and value of the investment, by subscribing up- 
| Wards of a million and @ half of dollars to the stock 

—and the residue, amounting nearly to three and a 
: Vot. V. Sig. 20. 


It is stated, in the 


he latter received 109 votes against 65 for E. H. 








half millions, will be offered at par to the public, 
by an advertisement accompanied by a copy of the 
articles of association, which will appear in this pa- 
per to-morrow. 


The New Orleans papers of the 24th December 
exhibit the following: 


“At an extra session of the board of directors of 
the banks in New Orleans, the resolution adopted 
by the board of presidents, held on Saturday last, to 
resume specie payments this day, 24th December, 
was unanimously agreed to; and the resumption by 
all those institutions, this day, at noon.” 

[ Merchants’ Exchange. 
‘‘ Mississippi Union Bank, 
‘Jackson, December 14, 1838. 

‘Ata meeting of the board of directors, held this 
day, it was— 

“Resolved, That this bank will commence, on the first 
Monday in January next, to issue notes payable on de- 
aa and will redeem the same in specie or its equiva- 
ent. 

‘Resolved, That this bank will check on New Or- 
leans at three per cent., and on Philadelphia at 4 per 
cent., for its post notes; and from and after the first Mon- 
day next, will continue to check on the above cities for 
its pest notes, as well as notes payable on demand, at 
the current rates. 

“Extract from the minutes. 

Wm. P. Grayson, cashier.”’ 


The Union Bank was the only bank which held 
out against resumption. 

We learn from the Natchez Courier of the 29th 
instant, that the Commercial, the Agricultural, the 
Mississippi railroal company, and the Planter’s 
banks, of Natchez, resumed specie payments on 
Friday last. The Courier states that no excite- 
ment was occasioned by the resumption; and the 
fact of its occurrence in anticipation of the previous 
specified time, gave the public mind greater confi- 
dence in the stability of the banks. 

Georgia banks. The banking capital of the state 
of Georgia, is estimated af $10,221,587 50. 

The New York chamber of comnmerce has passed 
the following resolution presented by a committee 
appointed for the consideration of the subject: 

“Resolved, That dealers in English exchange be re- 
commended to buy, sell and quote the pound sterling 
in federal money.” 


CANADIAN AFFrarrs. A letter from Oswego, 
N. Y. under date of the 2d instant, has the following 
statement: 

‘‘We had a sad mob here yesterday. Our collec- 
tor, Mr. G. McWhorter, received information on 
Monday evening that two brass cannon were secre- 
ted near the bridge. He immediately gave inform- 
ation to capt. Gwynn, who coinmanded here with a 
small force of the United States troops, who posted 
sentries over the guns until morning. The collector 
and an officer of the U. States went with a guard 
to take possession of them, when they were pre- 
vented by a mob that increased to between two and 
three hundred persons; after bearing their insults 
for some time, the collector sent for capt. G. with 
his whole foree—after their arrival and bearing the 
insults of the mob for half an hour, they returned 
to their barracks without the recovery of the guns. 
The mob then took possession and mounted them 
on their carriage, and in bravado to the laws, con- 
tinued firing them until night, finishing their law- 
less act by burning the collector and a deputy mar- 
shal of the U. States in effigy.” 


More outrages on the Canada frontier. A party 
of 15 patriots (some of them Americans) crossed 
over the Vermont frontier Dec. 30th from Alburgh 
to Caldwell’s manor, and burned four dwellings and 
six barns belonging to loyalists. ‘The loyalists ral- 
lied, and burned the house and barns of Grogan, 
who headed the expedition, and who had lately re- 
turned under lord Durham’s amnesty. Grogan’s 
cattle and sheep and grain were also consumed; 
also the house of Mr. Harvey Huxley, an Americau 
residing there. and who, the Burlington (Vermont) 
Free Press of Jan. 4, says, took no part in the late 
troubles. This caused retaliation on the part of the 
patriots, who burned the property of several other 
loyalists. 








Great excitement prevails at Alburgh, Swanton 
and Mississquoi bay, and the military is all in mo- 
tion. Reportsays thatshots have already been ex. 
changed across the line, and that a loyal picket 
guard having ventured out the wrong side of 45, 
was made prisoner, but subsequently released. 


The Montreal Herald says that sir John Colborne 
has demanded the invaders from the governor of 
Vermont, on the charge of arson. 


The affair at Caldwell’s manor. The circam- 
stances of this affair are thus stated in the St. 
Aibans Messenvzer: 

It appears that a man by the name of Grogan, 
who took a partin the patriot cause last winter, 
and thought it prudent te leave the province, re- 
turned home last summer under lord Durham’s 
aimnesiy proclamation, where he remained quiet. 
But, for some spleen his neighbors had against 
him, 14 volunteers, commanded by a volunteer 
lieutenant, went last week to his house, and order- 
ed him to leave the province, which order they exe- 
cuted at the point of the bayonet. The volunteers 
went to G.’s house on Saturday last, and ordered 
his wife to leave the province also, as the house 
would be barned that night: she very prudently 
did so, and joined her husband at Alburgh, leaving 
all her furniture, a large stock of cattle, sheep, &c. 
together with two large barns filled with hay and 
grain. During the night, Grogan’s house, barns, 
and outhouses, were burned, with all his cattle and 
sheep, which were in the buildings. The house, 
barns and outbuildings belonging to Harvey Hux- 
ley, were also burned. Huxiey is an American, 
who has taken no part in the politics of Canada. 
The property of the following tories was burned 
the same night: Mr. Clark, two barns and contents; 
lieut. Johnson of the volunteers, house, barn and 
contents; Mr. Manie, barn and contents. 


Upper Canada. Executions. Mr. Sheriff Me 
Donell on Friday evening last received warrants 
from the heut. governor for the execution of the 
following persons, viz: Christopher Buckley, Syl- 
vester A. Lawton, Andrew Leeper, Leonard Deli- 
no, Russell Phelps, and Duncan Anderson. 

Buckley and Lawton, it is said, were ofli- 
cers among the invading party at the windmill. 
Pheips was tried at the last assizes for the Mid- 
land district for enticing seldiers to desert, and al- 
though acquitted by the jury, he was generally 
supposed to be guilty. 


‘The executions are appointed to take place on 
Friday next. 


A small book has been found containing a roll 
of Buckley’s company. 
[Kingston Chronicle, Jan 2. 
More executions. Warrants have been issued for 
the execution of ten more of the Prescott prisoners, 
making in all 16. [ Loronio Examiner. 





Norris’ STEAM ENGINES. We learn from the 
Philadelphia National Gazctte, that Wm. Norris, 
esq., of Philadelphia, has received an order from 
England for ten of his locomotive engines for rail 
roads, six of which are to be of the largest class, 
and four of the second. They are intended for the 
Birmingham and Gloucester railway. This is a 
well merited compliment to American industry and 
skill, and another evidence that in the construction 
of machinery we are unsurpassed by any nation in 
the world. We congratulate our esteemed friend 
upon this triumph over prejudice, and sincerely 
hope that he may speedily reap a rich reward. 





APPOINTMENTS BY THE PRESIDENT 
By-and with the advice and consent of the senate, 


David Fulton to be surveyor general for the state 
of Arkansas. 

Samuel Leach, receiver of public moneys at Quin- 
cy, Illinois, from the 8th of January, 1839, vice 
Ehomas Carlin, resigned. 

William G. Flood, register of the land offic 
Quincy, Lilinois, from the 8th of January, 1839, 
Samuel Leach, appointed receiver. 

William G. Hammond, surveyor for the d 
and inspector of the revenue, for the port of 

ort, in the state of Rhode Island. 

William Littlefield, collector of the enston 

district of Newport, in the state of Rhode I 
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THE LATE COL. ARMISTEAD. In the Maryland 
house of delegates, on Tuesday, an order was sub- 
mitted by Dr. Collins, a delegate from Baltimore 
.city, directing the governor to procure a sword with 
suitable inscriptions to be presented to Christopher 
Hughes Armistead, only son of the late col. George 
Armistead, as an evidence of the sense entertained 
by the state of Maryland of the value of his public 
services as commander at fort McHenry in 1814. 
Dr. Collins, in presenting this resolution, pressed 
its adoption upon the house in a speech which ar- 
rested the undivided attention of the house. It was 
highly eloquent in language, abounding in rich clas- 
sical and historical aljusions, and was delivered in 
an energetic and interesting manner. 
[ Chronicle. 

ImrorTANT FROM Mexico. Our New Orleans 
slips communicate important intelligence from 
Mexico. The brig Kanawha, at fhat port from 
Laguna 15th December, brings intelligence derived 
from the British barque Peru, from Sacrificios, then 
at Laguna. From this source we learn that the 
town of Vera Cruz has been taken by the French, 
after bombardment. TheMexican general Arista 
was taken prisoner by the French, and general 
Santa Anna was so grievously wounded as to ren- 
der necessary the amputation of a leg. 

The Mexican government, not willing to recog- 
nize the treaty entered into between admiral Baudin 
and general Rincon, and having declared war upon 
the French government, general Santa Auna placed 
himself at the head of 5000 men, and entered Vera 
Cruz in spite of the treaty. Admiral Baudin hav- 
ing learned that Santa Anna was advancing towards 
the city, sent a number of boats filled with troops, 
with orders to spike the cannon of the batteries at 
Vera Cruz. While they were engaged in this labor, 
the Mexicans came upon them, and slaughtered a 
considerable number of officers and soldiers. The 
French were compelled to retreat towards the 
squadron, which opened a heavy fire upon the 
town, dislodged the Mexicans, and took possession 
of Very Cruz. 

The following letter to the house of Messrs. J. 
W. Zacharie & Co. of New Orleans, confirms the 
foregoing intelligence: 

{ Extract. ] 
Laguna de Terminos, Dec. 13th, 1838. 

By the arrival of the British barque Peru, from 
Sacrificios, I have learned that gen. Santa Anna 
had arrived at Vera Cruz with 5000 men, and the 
French that were on shore spiking the guns of the 
batteries had to retreat to their boats after losing 
several horses and men. ‘It appears the terms of 
the capitulation with the commander of San Juan 
de Ulloa were that the French should keep posses- 
sion of the castle, and the Mexicans of Vera Cruz, 
until the decision of the king of France was learn- 
ed, but the blockade was to be raised immediately; 
but it is said that the Mexican government has dis- 
approved of the og weniger and declared war 
against France. I believe it, as the garrison of 
Vera Cruz was not toexceed 1000 men, and as soon 
as the French learned that Santa Anna was coming, 
they landed, on the morning of the 3d about 3 
o’clock, to spike the guns, and the vessels com- 
menced throwing bombs into the barracks to dis- 
lodge the troops. It is also true that Santa Anna 
drove the French into their boats, and he received 
a severe wound in the engagement, and has since 
had his leg amputated. General Arista is a pri- 
soner of the French. 

Another letter from Laguna of same date says— 
‘‘News is just received, confirming the report that 
Mexico has declared war against France. No 
doubt now remains but that it is true, as I have seen 
the decree of congress, authorizing the president to 
do so, if the French commenced hostilities; also 
the declaration of war by the president. It is also 
true that Santa Anna drove the French into their 
boats—received a severe wound in the engagement, 
and has since had his leg amputated. General 
Arista is a prisoner of the French.” 





ENGLAND AND France. The Paris correspon- 
dent of the Courier and Enquirer, in a late letter. 
thus speculates on the present state of feeling be- 
tween England and France. 

Paris, December 12, 1838. 

The arrivals by the Great Western, from New 
York, have somewhat changed the face of politics 
in France. The embarrassment, and it was hoped 
here, the danger for Great Britain, cansed dy the 
insurrection in*the Canadas, are deemed to have, 
for the present at least, passed away. ‘The tone of 
triumph in which the Paris press spoke of those 
affairs, has given place to expressions of disap- 
pointment in the generality of the journals—others 
of them, however, conceal the chagrin by avoiding 
all reference to the sabject. 





It is quite clear to the most short sighted obser- 
ver, that bad feeling has been engendered and sub- 
sists between this country and England, which may 
sooner or later lead to hostilities. In a late letter or 
two, I have shown you that there exists towards 
Great Britain in this country, a hatred which it is 
difficult to account for, without regarding the French 
as a very little people—influenced by wound- 
ed pride—envy, jealousy, spite, and a desire for 
revenge. The English have, as I have reminded, 
been, by turns, friendly to every party in France, 
and never betrayed any. They have from time to 
time, been lauded by the partizans of the Bour- 
bons, for the courage and the constancy with which, 
on their behalf, they combatted the republic and the 
empire. They became popular from the part borne 
by sir Robert Wilson, and Messrs. Bruce and Hut- 
chinson, in the escape, as it was termed, of general 
Lavallette, (through their means, as they believed, 
but what was neither more nor less than a strata- 

em of the Duc Decases, the minister of police, to 
avor the evasion of Lavallette.) In 1830, the 
English again became popular, by the sincere joy 
with which they hailed the revolution. In the 
present year, their generous and liberal reception of 
Marshal Soult, would have disarmed ordinary ene. 
mies, and have thrown into oblivion the bravery, 
the perseverance, and the success with which the 
British government and the British nation com- 
batted him and his immortal chief. The gallant 
veteran had, however, scarcely landed in France, 
ere the triumphs conferred on him by bis quondam 
foes, were forgotten, and the “liberal” press teem- 
ed with proofs of the deadly rancor towards Eng- 
iand, that filled the hearts of, at least, the journal- 
ists of France. 


For this feeling, no obvious cause has arisen, 
since the battle of Waterloo, and its consequences. 
On various occasions, England and Englishmen 
have since become objects of admiration in France; 
but the sensation was transient, and as often gave 
place to the old and detestable one of hatred. Per- 
haps—but this is mere surmise—the acquiescence 
of Great Britain in the conquest and occupation of 
Algiers by France, and the tacit admission of the 
right of the latter to blockade Mexico and Buenos 
Ayres, have suggested the belief that the lion is 


really dead, but this hypothesis is not a whit more |- 


honorable to the French character, than the impu- 
tation of never forgiving even a generous enemy. 


On her side, England complains of the breach of 
her plighted faith, committed by France, in retain- 
ing Algiers. She complains also, of the complete 
departure of France from the implied and under- 
stood engagements assumed or imposed upon her 
by the treaty of quadruple alliance. She complains 
of the blockade of Mexico, ona provoked pretext, 
and the blockade of Buenos Ayres, on alleged 
grounds, which, (as I observed in a late letter,) bad 
no existence until after that blockade had com- 
menced. England, moreover, suspects—whether 
correctly or incorrectly—that the French govern. 
inent is nota true ally. She suspects France of 
infringing in Egypt, through the instrumentality of 
the french officers in Mahemet Ali’s service; of 
sunilar intrigues in India, (at Lahore, for example, ) 
through agents of the same sort (generals Allard 
and Ventura;) of the most overweening truckling 
to Russia—the great enemy of England—seeking 
by socophancy the most abject, to catch the smile of 
the Autocrat, and his recognition of the reigning 
dynasty as the legitimate one in France. 


Thus, with undissembled hatred on the one side, 
and resentment for broken faith and a suspicion of 
duplicity on the other, these two neighboring 
states are far, very far, from being on right good, 
friendly, neighborly terms with each other: and 
thus impressed and thus predisposed, it would re- 
quire little indeed, to produce something worse be- 
tween them. 





PENNSYLVANIA—After the severe freshet on the 
Juniata, which proved so destiuctive to the Penn- 
sylvania canal in that region, totally destroying the 
works for several miles, the following letter was ad- 
dressed to governor Ritner, by Mr. Biddle, president 
of the United States bank, of that state: 


Banke of the United States, July 3, 1838. 

Sir: The board of Directors of the bank of the 
United States, have learned with great regret that 
the late disaster on the Juniata threatens to disturb 
the internal trade of Pennsylvania and her connec- 
tion with the western states; and they have instruct- 
ed me to offer you without delay every assistance 
within their power te remedy this misfortune. - If 
you have any authority to borrow, they will lend to 
you under that authority, Ifyou have no authority, 
they will lend fo you without any, relying on the 
spirit of the legislature of Pennsylvania to provide 
for advances made in time of need to protect her in- 





en 
~~ 


+ ‘au 
terest. You are accordingly at liberty to calj y 
this bank for any amount which you’ may Soneae 
necessary for the immediate and ample repair of the 
public works on the Juniata. ' 
With great respect, yours, 

N. BIppLe, presiden; 
His excellency Joseph Ritner, governor , 
of Pennsylvania, Harrisburg, Pa. 

The well-timed offer was accepted by Lovernor 


Ritner, and about $300,000 were drawn from the 
bank for these repairs. 


GENERAL Hamitton. We publish the follow. 
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ing correspondence, so highly and deservediy com. E 


plimentary to general Hamilton, which has been 
furnished by general Hayne, as president of the 
Louisville, Cincinnati and Charleston railroal com. 
pany: 
Office Lowisville, Cincinnati § Charleston R. R. Co, 
Charleston, January 4, 1839, 
Srr: Your absence has io 288 me from sooner 
transmitting to you the following resolution, adopt. 
ed unanimously, at a meeting of the directors of the 
company, held at Columbia on the Ist of Decembe; 
last, viz: 
On motion of chancellor Harper, it was 
** Resolved unanimously, That the thanks of this board 
be returned to general Hamilton, for the zeal, skill, and 
ability displayed in negotiation for the company of a 
loan of $2,000,000; with our cordial congratulations on 
the signal success which has attended his exertions.” 
In furnishing you with the above resolution, you 
will allow me to add the expression of my high 
gratification in being the organ of the board in con- 
veying it. It must be a source of great gralifica- 
tion to you to know, that in effecting so important 
a negotiation, on such advantageous terms, you have 
rendered an important service to the company and 
the country, and that by your peculiarly fortunate 
arrengements in New York alter your return to this 
country, you were enabled to save for the company 
a sum exceeding the amount of your own compen- 
sation; thus having in effect given us the benefit of 
your valuable services without cost. 
Believe me to be, 
With great respect and esteem, 
Your most obedient servant, 
Ropert Y. Hayne, 
President Lou., Cin. §& Char. R. R. Co. 
Gen. James Hamilton, agent, §c. 


Charleston, Jan. 5, 1839, 

Srr: I have had the honor to receive your favor of 
the 4th instant, enclosing the very proweyne reso- 
lution which the directors of the Louisville, Cin- 
cinnati and Charleston railroad company have been 
pleased to adopt in reference to my agency In ne- 
gotiating their loan in England during the last sum- 
mer. 

I thank them for their favorable appreciation of 
this service. When I accepted the appointment, I 
was fully aware of the indispensable importance of 
a successful issue of the loan to our great work—a 
work which is destined to connect the shores of 
South Carolina with the western waters, and, in all 
its various connections and dependencies, to make 
our state and its emporium the abode of wealth, 
civilization and power. To have succeeded is em 
inently gratifying, but to have merited the appro- 
bation of those from whom I have received the 
trust, if the best portion of my reward. 

My success, however, is excl::sively to be attri 
buted to the kind friends I found abroad. 

To the surviving copartners of the highly esteem- 
ed firm of Messrs. Thos. Wilson & Co.®and to Mr. 
John Horsley Palmer, the late distinguished head of 
the Bank of England, I am indebted for a liberality 
and confidence, which, ina moment of peculiar de- 
pression in American securities, carried me triumph: 
antly through my negotiation, and has placed our 
state, your company, and myself, under peculiar 
and lasting obligations to those gentlemen. —_ 

To the characteristic generosity of the president 


-of the Bank of the United States in Philadelphia, | 


owed a successful arrangement for my exchange 
home, which produced the result to which you 5° 
kindly refer at the end of your letter. os. 
In conclusion, allow me to assure you that it will 
always afford me the highest satisfaction to unite DY 
efforts, humble as they may be, to the great exer 
tions you are making to give success to the incal- 
culably valuable and patriotic enterprise now under 
your promising guidance. 
I remain, sir, 
With great respect and esteem, 
Your obedient servant, 
J. HAMILTON. 
Gen. Robert Y. Hayne, 
President of the L., C.§& C. R. R. Co. _ 
[ Charlesion, (S. C.) Courter. | 
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Y LATE FROM ENGLAND. | 

whe dade ship Royal William, capt. Swainson, 

“ved at New York on Sunday morning from Liv- 
oad She sailed from Liverpool on her regular 
py: the 15th December; her winter passage has, 
nesefore, been made in 21 days. Capt. 5S. says 
: have had a remarkably safe and easy passage, 
notwithstanding the gales of wind and rough weather 

uutered. 
they S packet ships United States, from Liverpool, 
Dec. 4, and the Wellington, Dec. 1, have also arrived 
York. 

a ie the slips forwarded by the New York Ex- 
ress, Gazette, and Herald, we make up the follow- 
‘ne sutamary of intelligence. 
nf he news IB of unusual interest. The grain mar- 


IR B62 


ket continues to advance. ‘The London papers of 


14th say: 
Oe The one average struck to-day proves to be 


73s. Consequently foreign wheat is again adimissi- 
ble at the lowest duty of Is. per quarter. 

This is most important intelligence, and will 

strengthen shipments which have already commen- 

a Durham had arrived ouf. The English pa- 
ers were filled with Canadian news. Several tory 

journals were discussing the propriety of npeaching 
is lordship. 

Mieke Eovdiah funds have declined, owing to the 

) news from Canada. 

The sales of cotton up to the 7th were very large, 

) about 61,000 bales, at an advance of 4d per Ib. 

From the 7th to 14th sales also very large and prices 

firm. ie 
| The English papers are indignant at tie late inva- 
}sion of Canada by Americans, and accuse the Ame- 

rican government of countenancing and pianning 
the invasion. ’ 

Money was bringing a higher rate of interest. 
British stocks were downa shade. Large sales of 
American stocks were made at increased prices. 
All American stocks had advanced. Immense quan- 
tities of manufactured goods are on their way to 

*thiscountry. The prices of cotton on the 14th were 
‘rather in favor of the buyers; there was no advance 
of price after the arrival of the Great Western, on 
the 7th. 

The Orpheus reached Liverpool on the 5th. The 
Great Western arrived out on the 7th of December. 
The St. Andrew went out in 15 days. 

There had been a great many shipwrecks on the 
English coast, and many lives lost. 

Five vessels were lost in a tremendous gale off 
Mthe coast of Essex, in the latter end of November. 
3 Loss estimated at £15,000. Crew saved. ; 

) The St. Patrick steamer, plying between Liver- 
pool and Waterford, was wrecked on the 27th of 
November off the Hook light. ‘The vessel was to- 
“Stally lost—passengers and crew saved. 

> Lobau died in Paris Nov. 28, aged 69. 
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pointment of marshal Gerard to the post of comman- 
er of the national guards of France. 

% London, Dec. 13. The operations to-day at the 
“stock exchange have again been without any parti- 
i ular interest, and the prices are much the saine as 
Westerday. Consols continue firm at 933 for the 
pening; three and a half per cent reduced 100% to 

#; exchequer bills 64 to 66, prem.; and bank stock 
12024 to 2034. 
> Parliament was prorogued on the 5th December, 
n the usual form, until Tuesday the 5th of Februa- 
y. The commission for proroguing does not state 
hat the meeting on that day will be for the despatch 
of business, but the words were ‘to be then here 
olden.” 

The merchants of Liverpool have memorialized 
he premier and the minister for foreign atfairs to 
mexert the influence of the British cabinet, in con- 
@0clion with the continental powers of Europe, to- 
Wards effecting the termination of the disastrous 

varfare in Spain. 

A letter from Alexandria of the 6th ult. represents 
he alfairs of the sultan in Syria under a most gloomy 
aspect. Desertion had of late considerably thinned 
he ranks of his army. Upwards of 890 inen, with 
heir arms and baggage, had joined Ibrahim Pasha. 
Jie Curds had resumed the olfensive, and kept 
ifiz Pasha’s forces in check. The Arabian popu- 
ation, which had been hitherto hostile to the Egyp- 
540 Chief, was manifesting symptoms of disaffection 
f° the Porte, and the Mahometans seemed to be 
bouerally impresged with the idea that a last battle 
should be fought in defence of [slamisin, whic! was 
attacked by the Christians, and that Mehemet Ali 
va the chief round whem all true believers should 
dad y. 

Lord Durham’s arrival. On this subject, the 
ondon Times of Saturday, Dec. 8, says:— 

We learned, in the afternoon of yesterday, that 
ord Durham had arrived in town. © Whether or not, 
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there are rumors abroad that he will have (in some 
quarters it was said that he will be suffered to have) 
no communication with her majesty’s ministers be- 
fore the meeting of parliament, when his lordship is 
to make good his case against ministers, and the 
ministers are to make gvod their case against lord 
Durham, and so they are to devour each other like 
a pair of Irish cats. ‘Impeachments are said to be 
talked of, and cross-impeachments, in the course of 
which there will, no doubt, be plenty of recrimina- 
tion on both sides; but whether any really useful 
light is to be thrown upon the subject by either 
party, is a point beyond our prescience. 

One thing, according to actual appearances, is 
certain—viz: that lord Durham professes to have 
been a man perfidiously treated, and deeply injured 
by her majesty’s ininisters—a charge which derives 
no sort of discountenance from the history or gen- 
eral reputation of those against whom it had been 
brought. If sach be lord Durham’s inward sense 
of the conduct be has experienced from the govern- 
ment which employed him, and if with this feeling of 
individual wrong the noble lord has bona fide asuper- 
added conviction that plans of improvement for the 
future administration and condition of the Canadas, 
which might have been matured and realized under 
his guidance, have been frustrated or indefinitely 
postponed by his return, we shall say nothing now 
of the offence he has committed by the desertion of 
his duties and his post; but on the other branch of 
the subject, namely, the loss sustained, and the 
| benefit secured by or to the empire through such 
an occurrence, the conservatives ove it to them- 
selves to grant lord Durham that of which he has | 
but a slender chance from his late employers—to 
wit, a dispassionate hearing. 

According to the following letter from the cor- 
respondent of the New York Courier, it would ap- 
pear that lord Durham is in actual disgrace with his 
sovereign, on account of his course in reference to 
Canadian affairs. 








**[t may be interesting to your readers, to com- 
|mence with an account of the arrival and reception 
‘of the earl of Duihain, by the court, and the nation 
‘atlarge. His lordship, then, landed at Plymouth, 
‘after being exposed to all the late tempestuous | 
|weather which has prevailed in the Atlantic, and 
}around all the coast of these islands; and simultane- 
ously with his arrival in England, came the intelli- 
‘gence of the renewed rebellion in the Canadas, and 
‘ail the unfortunate events which had subsequenti 

occurred. If there had previously been the slight- 
est doubt as to the nature of his reception by the 
‘government, the arrival of the intelligence of the 
outbreak in Canada, came to decide the question, 
_most imperatively, against a governor who had | 
abandoned his post without permission, and to | 
whose rashness and incompetency his enemies conld | 
so fairly attribute the renewal of the difficulties in| 
‘the Canadas—and consequently, his fate—as I have | 
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in England with the utmost contempt by the go- 
|vernment, though with some demonstrations of at- 
‘tention and respect by the public at large. Upon 
his landing from the Inconstant frigate, no salute 
was fired, in consequence of orders to that effect 
from the admiralty, and this lately puffed up and 
grandiloquent governor of the Canadas, has been 
refused admission to the queen, and to increase the 
expressions of resentment and contempt, his coun- 
tess has received directions to resign, and has re- 
signed, or rather, been dismissed froin her office as 
a lady in waiting to the queen. 

His lordship is now awaiting the meeting of par- 
liament, for an opportunity of justifying his con- 
duct, in all its bearings on the recent and present 
condition of Canadian affairs—but to all present ap- 
pearances, he is involved in the most hopeless dis- 
grace with the court, and will make no further 
figure in any post uf importance in public life.” 

On the day after lord Durham’s landing, he was 
addressed on behalf of the people of Plymouth, in 
the town hall. The address declared their appro- 
bation of his governmentin Canada. In his answer 
lord Durham declared his purpose to make in par- 
liament “a representation of facts wholly unknown 
in England, and disclosures of which parliament and 
the people have no conception;” and that he should 
then ‘fearlessly demand from the legislature that 
justice which neither they nor the people would 
ever deny to a public servant who had faithfully and 
honestiy discharged the duties assigned to him.” 

He also avows himself an ancbanged and un- 
changeable reformer. 

The New York sailing packet President, capt. 
M. Chadwick, (London dine,) arrived on Saturday 
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the Great Western been bound for London instead 
of Bristol, and no preparation bec: made by the 
news agents for her arrival, it is quite possible that 
the President might have been beforehand with that 
vessel in the delivery of her despatches. Captain 
Chadwick’s exertions are at all events entitled to 
the highest commendation. 

Great export of manufactured goods to America. 
Under this head we noticed last week the export of 
munulactured goods to the United States. The 
George Washington, which sailed yesterday, had to 
shut out goods so early as Thursday; and the United 
States, which will sail on Saturday next, will be full 
early in the week. ‘The South America, the packet 
of the 7th of December, will also be quite full. Itis 
likely, indeed, ifthe easterly winds should continue 
much longer that there will be a scarcity of Ameri- 
can vessels to convey the goods which, it is under- 
stood are preparing for export. In that case it 
would not surprise us to see first rate British vessels 
laid on the berths for New York. ‘The United 
States, having recovered from the depression cau3- 
ed by the commercial convulsion of 1836-7, are 
evidently once more going ahead.” 

[Liverpool Albion. 

Tron steam ship. It is stated that the British and 
American Steam Navigation company have contract- 
ed with Mr John Laird, of Liverpool, (the builder of 
the iron steam vessel Rainbow, belonging to the Gen- 
eral Steam Navigation company,) for an iron steam- 
ship, of 1200 tons, to be called the Atalanta, and 
intended to run between England and the United 
States, in conjunction with the British Queen and 
the President. From the experience Mr. Laird has 
had in this description of naval architecture, and the 
speed he has already attained in the vessels he has 
built, those well able to forin an opinion on the sub- 
ject confidently predict that this vessel will reduce 
to ten days the average passage between Liverpool 
and New York. 

American merchanis. The following high compli- 
ment to the integrity of the American mercantile 
community, is contained in the London Morning 
Chronicle of the 11th December: 

‘‘We are happy to say we have it in our power to 
communicate a circumstance which will rather as- 
tonish, and, no doubt, much mortify our contempo- 
rary of the Times, and those who, during the panic, 
spoke of the Americans as a nation of swindlers and 
unpiincipled blackguards, who only took advantage 
of the peculiar state of things in the United States 
to relieve themselves of their liabilities, and con- 
tended at the same time that none of the American 
firms, who were compelled to yield to the pressure 
of the times, would even pay 10 per cent. of their 
debts. The event to which we allude is the fact 
that the protested bills, to the amount of two mil- 
lions—iwo millions sterling—which were sent out 
by the Bank of England for acceptance, have been 
all paid, with the exception of £400—four hundred 


The Journal des Debats asserts as positive the ap- | several times predicted—has been, to be received | pounds out of two millions—and of thissum £70 has 


beem amply secured, while the balance is consid- 
ered good eventually. Mr. Cowell, the agent of 
the Bank of England, is expected to return in the 
spring; and Mr. Blake, who went out with him as 
one of his assistants, has come home in the Great 
Western. We will take another occasion to dwell 
upon the result of the American panic, and point 
out, in undeniable terms, the erroneous views which 
so many of our contemporaries, like the Times, 
have taken, and continue to take, in regard to Ame- 
rican matters, and show how perfectly ridiculous 
are all their labored articles on the subject.” 

Private letters from Amsterdam had reached 
Paris. They were dated the 9th December, and 
affected to give the following as the ultimatum de- 
livered in to the conference here by the French 
minister:—Belgium toretain Luxembourg, paying to 
Holland the principal of the revenues of it, calcula- 
ted on an average of the five years preceding 1830. 
This payment toinclude the existing arrears. Bel- 
gium to evacuate Linbourg, and to pay six millions 
towards the common debt, with half the arrears on 
account of the armaments that have necessarily been 
kept on foot during the non-execution of the treaty. 
France undertakes that these conditions shall be ful- 
filled by Belgium; bat will at the same time oppose 
any foreign interference, fo the extent of occupying 
Luxembourg with 50,000 men, if even a single 
Prussian soldier should enter that province. 

[ Private correspondence. ] 

Antwerp, December 6. We expect to hear daily 

of the arrival of a large Prussian army on our fron- 


tier, to compel us to accept the twenty-four articles, 


Prussia, in this movement, is backed by Russia, 
France is, therefore, puzzled, and has asked Eng- 








evening, December 8, at Plymouth, with accounts 
to the 24th ult., having left New. York simultane-| 
ously with the Great Western steamer. So extra- 

ordinary a passage has necessarily led to a good | 
deal of remark among our commerfcial‘men. Had | 





land for help in case Prussia enters Belgium. Eng- 
land promises nothing, and France intends therefore 
to send 30,000 men to our frottier, to look on, ob- 
serve how the matter works, and act on the defens 
sive if necessary. 
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American suspensions. We believe, that notwith. 
standing all the predictions of enormous losses from 
the failure and suspension of payment amongst the 
merchants trading with the United States, it will 
turn out, in the end, that the losses will be almost 
insignificant, It will be recollected by many of 
our readers, that, amongst the firms who were com- 
pelled, by the great pecuniary crisis of 1836-7, to 
postpone the payment of their liabilities, was that 
of Messrs. Crafts and Stell, of this town, whose cre- 
ditors agreed to receive payment of their debts by 
four equal instalments payable six, twelve, eighteen, 
and twenty-four months. The two first of these in- 
stalments were duly paid at the times specified, and 
we are glad to learn, from a Circular issued by the 
house, a copy of which is defore us, that they are 

repared to anticipate the payment of the remain- 
ing instalments, (due on the 4th January and 4th 
July next,) and that the notes given to secure those 
instalments will now be paid on presentation, at 
their counting-house. [Manchester Guardian. 

The New York packets. On Sunday the packet 
ship England, which sailed on the Ist ult., six days 
after the Garrick, was signalized off Hollyhead, 
with the wind at southeast, blowing a gale. She 
continued off the Head ali Monday, without the 
slightest chance of beating up. In the afternoon, 
however, a letter from capt. Waite to his consign- 
ees, accompanied by a file of papers, which has 
been landed, on Friday at Cork, was unexpectedly 
received, via Dublin, and put the public in posses- 
sion of the American news to the day of the pack- 
et’s sailing. The England, though within sixty 
miles of Liverpool on Sunday, did not reach the 
Mersey before Friday night, having been driven 
by the strong southeast winds, to the northwest. 
The packet ship Pennsylvania, which sailed nine 
days after the England, namely, on the 9th ult., 
arrived the same tide, bringing the important intel- 
ligence of the recommencement of the rebellion in 
Canada. The St. Andrew, the packet of the 13th 
ult., which however, did not sail until the 16th, ar- 
rived yesterday. She has consequently completed 
the passage, from the wharf at New York, to the 
Prince’s dock at Liverpool, under fifteen days; one 
of the quickest passages ever made by a sailing 
vessel between the two ports. The Great Western 
steam-ship, which was to sail on the 22d, will be 
due at Bristol, to-morrow or next day. 

[Liverpool Albion, Dec. 3. 

Liverpool, Dec. 15,1838. With the exception 
of the cotton market, every commercial depart- 
inent is now in full activity throughout the coun- 
try. The woollen manufacturers are remarkably 
brisk, and the trade isin a state of unprecedented 
healthiness. All this is owing to the returning 
vigor of the United States, froi which orders are 
flowing in to such a vast extent as almost to ren- 
der it impossible for the vessels in port to take the 
goods offering. The packets are engagec long prior 
to their sailing. In the iron trade, there is twice as 
rouch doing as usual in this season of the year, for 
the United States, and five times as much as last 
year, and this not in.any particular description, 
pig, bar, rod, rail, &c. all partake of the general 
activity. The manufacturing of cotton goods, how- 
ever, does not seein tv increase—this is not so much 
owing to the less active demand for goods frem 
America, as to the cessation of demand from the 
continent, which the early closing of the -orthern 
seas, and the entrances to the continental harbors 
occasioned. The weather has, however, been so 
extremely mild, indeed unseasonable {Sr this last 
fortnight, and the frost having disappeared we may 
hope for a resumption of the trade which was 
checked by the frost. 

As an instance of the general prosperity of the 
country, I may remark that although owing to the 
deficient harvest, and the anticipation of scarcity, 
the duty on foreign wheat has this week been re- 
duced to a shilling again, and that the middle clas- 
ses live upon flour sold at 4 or 41-2 pounds fora 
shilling, whilst the coarsest descriptions of flour 
scil at 5 to 51-2 Ibs. fora shilling, we hear of 
scarcely any complaints from the poorer classes. 
‘These rates it must be remembered are paid in Li- 
verpool, but an inspection of the averages will show 
you, that owing to its peculiar locality as a seaport, 
it enjoys corn, at a lower rate than the various 
manufacturing districts, the supplies to which pass 
through Liverpool. Corn is at present lower in 
London than it is here; this is owing to greater fa- 
cilities which the metropolis presents for the hoard- 
ins of foreign grain, from its proximity to the con- 
tinental ports, and the abundance of speculators. 
So much lower is corn there than in Liverpool, that 
it has been shipped in great quantities from Lon- 
don to Liverpool. Nearly a score of cargoes have 
already arrived and more is on its way. 

Notwithstanding the opportunity which the nom- 
inal duty of it presents for the introduction of for- 


peign grain, it cannot be made available to any great 
extent, as the whole amount of wheat in the Bri- 
tish ports is under 500,000 quarters, and it is im- 
probable that any larger quantity can be procured 
from the continent until iate in the spring. How 
the corn market may be affected by it, remains to 
be seen. The Liverpool maiket yesterday was 
dull, but prices are without alteration. 
| The cotton market, as you will perceive by the 
various circulars which I have collected for you, is 
in a very critical situation. For the last six weeks 
an unhealthy business has been doing, and whilst 
spinners have been curtailing their consumption, 
speculation has advanced the raw article week after 
week. This speculation has been occasioned in 
some quarters from a belief in the shortness of this | 
ear’s crop, and an idea that it could not be brought 
into the market at an early period. It is impossi- 
ble, in the face of such contradictory accounts as 
we are receiving, to arrive at any sound conclu- 
sions as to the amount of the crop, but it must be 
very deficient indeed, if the diminution exceeds 
the excess of thisyear’s stock over the last. It 
appears to me that the favorable advices received 
by the Great Western, have materially tended to 
albiy the tide of speculation. Still, however, un- 
less the import of cotton be rapid and large, as the 
stock is held by so few houses and those houses so 
independent, prices cannot be expected to fall 
greatly. It is given out on ’change that the bulk of 
the speculations are on London account. Messrs. 
Trueman, Cook & Co. being said to have purchased 
6500 in one lot, through Messrs. Haywood & Ridg- 


way. 

Still there are persons who suspect juggling, and 
have an idea that the London houses have but nomi- 
nally to do with the transactions, and that the cot- 
ton has not been actually but fictitiously sold, in 
order to excite speculation in those holders of loose 
money who are always ready when a sudden rise 
takes place in an article to avail themselves of an 
imaginary opportunity of realizing something hand- 
some. ‘Che annual stocktaking, which will be at 
the close of the year, is looked forward to with in- 
terest, and I shall of course send it to you, with 
every particular I may be able to collect, by the 
‘«‘ Liverpool,” which is advertised to sail on the 
10th January next. With respect to prospects of 
the cotton market, you are as well able to judge 
as any body here. Allis conjecture. According 
to areport of the last Tuesday’s Manchester cot- 
ton market, the demand for yarn continues very 
dull, and spinners find great difficulty in obtaining 
an advance at all commensurate with the increased 
price of cotton. In goods, too, there is rather less 
business doing, though the demand for printing 
cloth continues fair, and at tolerable good prices. 

The accounts this morning from the woolen man- 
ufacturing districts are of the most cheering nature§ 
In every branch the business has been done at pri- 
ces of which the manufacturers cannot complain. 

Manchester, Friday evening. The quietness of 
the cotton market in Liverpool has hada corres 
ponding effect on goods here; rather less, perhaps, 
has been doing than during the last week, but 
there is no fresh feature respecting the trade to re- 
port—prices quite firm. ‘There are many extensive 
manufacturers whose products are bespoken for 
many weeks tocome. The fustian trade is quite 
healthy, and the advance on them has been fully 
equal to the demand. 

Liverpool markets, Dec. 14. Cotton, The mar- 
ket opened with considerable briskness, and on 
Saturday the sales were 10,000 bags; since then 
the demand has been only moderate, and prices of 
ordinary to fair. American have declined gd per 
lb, whilst Brazil and Egyptian are saleable at jd 
per lb advance. There have been taken on specu- 
lation 5,000 American and 500 Surat, and 200 
American for export. Sales of the week:—180 
Sea Island 17 a 36; 40 stained 7 a 15; 7,270 bowed 
Georgia 63 a 84; 1,410 Mobile 63 a 83; Alabama 
and Tennessee 6} a 7}; 2,060 New Orleans 6} a 9. 

Tobacco—there has been an an extensive in- 
quiry since thé commencement of the month, and 
the sales amount to 1,300 hhds; of which 300 were 
Virginia leaf, 450 stemmed, 50 Kentucky leaf, and 
500 stemmed. About 400 hhds have been bought by 
speculators, and the remainder by the home trade, 
at higher prices, and we raise our quotations ac- 
cordingly. 

The grain market has been rather dull, and a de- 
cline of 2d per 70 Ibs has taken place in the infe- 
rior and middling qualities of wheat. The duty co 
wheat is now at the minimum, say 1s per quarter. 

The failure of the British crops, it will be seen, 
has produced no sinall degree of activity in bread- 
stufis in the Black Sea. . 

Odessa, Nov. 23. The commercial intelligence 
we receive from all quarters becomes more and 
more favorable, and promises tc afford great profit 








to our speculators. There is a scarcity of corn in 
England; in France, where it was thought that the 
crops would suffice for the wants of the population 

our Prsiace will be shortly in demand, and jp 
North America the harvest, we are assured, hag 
generally failed. The consequence is, that exten. 
sive purchases of all sorts of corn are now makin 

in our market. Tallow finds also an advantageoyg 
sale, and large quantities-have been bought up for 
England. Our harbor, which a few days since wag 
full of vessels, is now almost without any, and We 
are waiting with impatience the arrival of others tg 
carry off, before we be shut up by the ice, the jm. 
mense quantity of grain lying in the stores. Up. 
wards of 150 English vessels, independently of 
those navigating under other flags, are hourly ex. 
pected, our merchants having already received no. 
tice of their departure. A strong northweste;| 

wind which has blown since the 21st, may proba. 
bly have prevented many from reaching our har. 
ber. Freight, particularly for Marseilles and Eng. 
land, is extremely high. [Odessa Gazelte, 

The following are the quotations of American 
stocks in London at the latest date, Dec. 14: 


Alabama, 5 per cent. sterling, 94 
Illinois, é.« 1870 95 
Indiana, 5 «8 1861—6 853 
Louisiana, 5 1844 95 a 96 

Do. 6 sterling, 1858 102 
Massachusetts, 5 per cent. 93 

Do. sterling, 103 
Maryland, 6 per cent. parto 102 
New York, & 1866 954 
Pennsylvania, 5 ‘* 1860 95 a 96 
South Carolina,5 * 1866 954 


Florida, 6 99 nominal, 

The New York Commercial says: ‘* Captaiy 
Swainson, of the Royal William, informs us that 
he took the southern passage, within a few miles 
of Madeira, and had thereby mild and comfortable 
weather the latter part of the passage. Although 
it is the first winter trip of the steam packet, tlie 
Royal William performed admirably, and we un. 
derstand the passengers speak in high terms of the 
ship and her commander.”’ 

We have heen favored with an extract from 
Captain Swainson’s daily journal, which we annex, 

Dec. 15th—P. M. left the pilot at the Floating 


7 30 rounded the Skerry light. 
wind ssw. 
16th—Strong breezes and rain; fore and aft sails 
set. Passed Tusker Light. Exchanged Nos. with 
a large ship, (999,) wind s. Distance 158 miles, 
17th—Fresh breezes and cloudy. Spoke brig 


rong breezes, and 


loss of mainmast. 
Wind wsw. ‘Distance 166 miles. 


Wind Sw. Distance 146 miles. 


mast. 
tance 100 miles. 

20th—Light breezes with heavy swell; squally. 
Wind ng. Distance 164 miles. 

2ist—Strong gales; oe laboring much; shipping 
a good deal of sea on deck; down masts and spars. 
Wind nnw. Distance 112 miles. 

22d—Gale increasing; lying too; ship laboring 


tance 115 miles. 

23d—Blowing hard with heavy sea. 
and w. Distance 96 miles. 

24th—Fresh breezes and cloudy. Wind n byw. 
Distance 140 miles. 

25th— Moderate breezes; head swell. Wind w. 
by n. Distance 160 miles. 

26th—Head swell, 6, 45 lat. per inspection 41” 
N.; up mastsand sails. Wind ENE. Distance 15 
miles. 

27th—-Moderate and hazy; heavy swell. Wiani 
sw. Distance 75 miles. ; 

28th—Heavy swell; down topmasts and yards. 
Wind sw. Distance 155 miles. 

29th—Heavy sea and squally. Wind nnw. Dit 
tance 144 miles. 

30th—Set sails; fresh breezes. Wind ssw. Dis 
tance 167 miles. 

3ist—Cloudy and strong breeze. Wind ss¥: 
Distance 200 miles. 

January 1st—Squally; strong breezes; sails st 
Wind ne. Distance 185 miles. 

2d—Fresh breezes and squally. Wind nw. Dis 
tance 207 miles. ' 

3d—Cloudy. Wind ENE. Distance 225 miles. 

4th—Fresh breezes, cloudy, high swell. Winé 
ENE. Distance 225 miles. 

5th—Fresh breezes. Sounded 45 fathoms, blvt 


Wind nw 


mud, sounded 26 fathoms: 9 30, made the lights ° 
Neversink, midnight, received a pilot. Distan¢ 
220 miles. 





5th—8 a. m. came alongside the dock. 





Qt eee 


light, ship Garrick in comets with a steamer, — 
t 


Aquafort, 75 days from Greenock, returning with 
Heavy swell; strong head sea. F- 


18th-—Blowing hard; heavy sea; down yards and 


19th—Squally, heavy cross sea. Wind nw. Dis- f . 





and shipping water on deck. Wind nnw. Dis & 
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tinued a good demand for Virginia prices, still look- 
ing upward; 1800 hhds. were taken for consump- 
tion within the last four weeks. No sales making 
for export by reason of the high prices; prime quali- 
ties being 13d a 13 1-2d per lb; Kentucky stript, 
j4da 15d per lb. The continental markets are ad- 
yancing With small stocks. Prime qualities of ne- 
erohead are sought after, but searcity precludes 
purchase. 
Amsterdam, Dec. 12. In tobacco but few trans- 
actions have taken place during the last 8 days; 
from Alexandria arrived 758 hhds. Maryland; what 
little is to be found of Varinas, Porto Rico, and 
Cuba in first hand, is held at very high rates. Cot- 
ton continues in demand, but our market is but 
sparingly provided with current sorts; 200 bales 
‘American found buyers at somewhat higher rates. 
Correspondence of the New York Daily Express. 
Liverpool, Saturday, Dec. 15, 1838. 
The sales of cotton last week were very large, of 
all descriptions from the ist to the 7th inst. inclu- 
sive, they amount to about 61,750 bales, as follows: 
480 Sea Island 16 1-2 a 27; 400 Stained do 5 1-2 
a 15; 9,830 Upland 6 3-4 a 8 3-4; 25 new 8 1-2; 
$1,000 Orleans 6 1-4 a 8 1-2; 8,639 Alabama and 
Mobile, 6 3-4 a6 5-8; 1,720 Pernambuco 8 7-8 a 


9 1-4; 1,400 Bahia and Macoio 7 1-2 a 9; 2,280 


Maranham 7 2-5 a 9; 170 Demarara 6 a 13; 150 
Carthagena 5 3-4; 700 Egyptian 111-4 a 16; 4,670 
Surat 5a 6 1-4; 350 Madras 5 1-3 a 6. Whole 
number 61,758. 

Of which speculators took about 35,000 bales 
American, 2,000 Brazil, 200 Egyptian and 3,800 
Surat, nothing purchased forexport. The accounts 
of short crop from the United States urged specula- 
tors forward—but the trade appeared rather luke- 
warm about the matter and bought sparingly. The 
trath is, many of them are impressed with the be- 
lief that management to get the price up had been 
resorted to in our market, and which causes them 
to look with suspicion at the accounts sent forward 
from America, and at some part at least of the 
large buying on speculation. 

Liverpool cotton market, Dec. 7. The extensive 
demand noticed in last week’s circular from specu- 
lators has continued with unabated spirit, and their 
purchases amount to 61,000 bags, of which 35.009 
are American, 3,800 Surat, 1,000 Maranham, 800 
201 Prices of 
all descriptions have gradually advanced during the 
week, and are 1-4d per Ib. higher than the quota- 
tions of Friday last. 

Dec. 12. We have had rather a quiet day to- 
day, but prices are steady and without change— 
sales 3,000 bales. ‘ 

The news and the New York market. 

The Journal of Commerce. second edition of 
Monday, 2, P. M. says— 

“The effect of all the news on the market is as 
near as possible, nothing at all. In cotton a fair 
amount of business is doing at steady prices.— 
Holders of flour ask 25c. per bbl. higher, but there 
are no sales. A sale has been made of clean hemp 
to go to England at $250 and $255 per ton. 

The New York Express of Monday, referring to 
the English news, says— i 

The flour and grain market was an all-absorbing 
topic in the English political as well as business 
circles. The supply at Liverpool, it is stated, is 
extremely small, not amounting to more than a 
week or ten days’ consumption, and there was no 
prospect of any great increase from abroad, at least 
for some time. The Baltic ports are all closed by 
the frost, so that nothing can be received from 
Prussia or Poland before the spring. Considerable 
purchases have been made in the ports of the Medi- 
terranean on English account, but the quantity 
which can be found in that part of the world is 
small, compared with the wants of the country. 
Many well informed persons in Liverpool doubted 
Whether it would be possible to procure from 
abroad more than five or six hundred thousand 
quarters in addition to the miilion and a half already 
received, and even those who expect more, admit 
that the supply will be quite insufficient to keep 
down the price of grain to reasonable limits. 

The Bank of England was discounting freely at 

1-2 per cent., and so abundant was money that it 
was seeking various modes of investment. 


SOUTH CAROLINA. 

Report of the special committee on the action of the 
independent treasury system. Adopted in the house 
of representatives, December 12. 

. he special committee to whom was referred 
at portion of the governor’s message, which re- 

ates to the resumption of specie payments by the 

anks; and the general restoration of eredit and com- 
merce within the state, have had the same under 

Consideration, and respectfully report: 





~ London markets, Dec.14. Tobacco. There con- ) 





That they fully respond to the sentiments of grati- 
fication expressed by his excellency, at the change 
in the condition and prospects of the country, which 
has occurred since the last meeting of the legisla- 
ture. Your committee cannot but congratulate 
themselves, upon finding such distinguished testi- 


mony thus offered in proof of the results which, al-- 


though not attributed to the same cause by his ex- 
cellency, had been confidently promised by the ad- 
vocates of the system pursued by the general gov- 
ernment, in relation to the banks. That system, 
which consisted in a uniform demand of coin or 
government paper, throughout the Union, and a 
rejection of the notes of banks, in payment of the 
public dues, was, in substance and principle, the 
saine which was proposed by the bill to establish 
an independent treasury, excepting only, that it 
was more harsh and sudden in its operation, and was 
Ceprived of several features which were proposed 
by the bill, and would have rendered the system 
more acceptable tothe country. The opponents of 
this system confidently asserted, that under its ac- 
tion, in any form, it was impossible that the banks 
could resume specie payments, or that the public 
credit could be restored. - It was said, that witlout 
the aid of some great bank of the United States, the 
work of resumption would be ruinous and slow. 
The examples of Engiand, and our own country, 
were confidently relied upon to prove these asser- 
tions. In the. former country, where an immense 
bank existed, which overshowed all other moneyed 
institutions, the suspension had continued for up- 
wards of twenty years. In our own country the 
suspension continued for five years, and even with 
the aid of a bank of the United States, with a capi- 
tal of thirty-five millions, created expressly to aid 
such an object, the task of resumption was difficult 
and protracted. 

But, under the system lately pursued by the gen- 
eral government, (the principle of which was so 
thoroughly approved by our last legislature,) this 
great work has been accomplished within the year, 
and that, too, in spite of the greatest embarrass- 
ments from political causes, and in defiance of the 
opposition of the same bank of the United States, 
which had been created to promote the former re- 
sumption. The firm resolution to refuse the paper 
of the banks, and to insist upon the just perform- 
ance of contracts, overcame combinations of all 
sorts, compelled the barks to call in their redund- 
ant issues, and restored to the country confidence 
and credit. So rapid and happy have been the re- 
sults, that the picture presented by his excellency, 
is but a just exhibition of the truth. 

If this were the only evidence of the value of the 
independent treasury system, your committee might 
feel justified in recommending it to your approba- 
tion; but there are other considerations, which in 
their judgment stamp upon this policy a character 
of vital importance. 

It is clear now, to the whole country, that the real 
alternative presented to the independent treasury, 
is a bank of the United States. Between these two 
methods of administering the public funds, the issue 
is made up, and whatever intermediate stumbling 
blocks may be erected to divert attention, the real 
question is upon this point. In making up a judg- 
ment upon such a question, even supposing the 
constitution were altered, can any southern tan 
fail to perceive that it is a mere contest hetween 
sections? 
sarily be administered, an institution located ina 
section of country whose interests are adverse to 
ours, and managed by those who, from education, 
interest, and position, must act, not only without 
regard to our particular interests, but in direct com- 
petition with them. Our state is making gigantic 
efforts, (efforts fully requiring all her strength,) to 
secure a portion of the western trade. She has em- 
barked her capital—she has even anticipated her 
resources, in prosecuting this great enterprise. Her 
citizens have united all their strength in the same 
cause, and are endeavoring to restore her ruined 
commerce; and, even in the midst of these great 
exertions, while yet the burihen is upon our shoul- 
ders, it is proposed to create an institution with a 
capital more than sufficient, not only to control, but 
to crush; and that to be placed in the hands of the 
very patties, whose essential interests are opposed 
to all our efforts. Has the agency of this great en- 
gine, upon the commerce of the south, been already 
forgotten? Are the reports of the late Mr. Elliott, 
the talented president of our bank—are they already 
beyond ourrecollection? If so, it becomes an urgent 
duty, upon your committee, to bring them again 
briefly to the notice of the country. 

From 1819 to 1825, the drain of specie from the 
banks of the south, by the United States bank, was 
so great, as to paralize the whole energies of the 
southern country. It is admitted by the president 
of the latter bank, bimse!f, that in fourteen years he 


Must he be told again, how will neces- P 


drew from the banks in that quarter, twenty-two 
millions and a half, for the mother bank, and for the 
branch at New York; while, during the same pe- 
riod, he sent back less than a million. At asingle 
operation, in order to assist New York alone, five 
wwillions of specie were sent to heraid. And, in 
the language of Mr. Elliott, “the immediate opera- 
tion of the measures of the United States bank, has 
been, to cause the banks in this city, (Charleston, ) 
to suspend all business. From the bank of the 
state alone, the sum of one million and a half was 
wrung in the course of a few years; and the import 
trade of this state, which, in the year 1765, witha 
population of but 130,000, was about one million 
six hundred thousand dollars, was reduced, in 1839, 
to near one million, although the population of the 
state, and the value of its exports, had increase: 
more than four-fold. Befure this action of the Uui- 
ted States bank had commenced, the imports into 
Charleston were as high as five millions, while, at 
the same period, the imports into New York were 
only twenty millions. A change immediately en- 
sued, after the adoption of a new policy by the bank, 
in 1819, and when its charter expired, the imports 
into Charleston had dwindled to less than two mil- 
lions, while those in New York had increased be- 
yond eighty-eight millions. 

Your committee would dwell longer upon this 
subject, and more fully elucidate the action of the 
bank, did they not believe that it is merely neces- 
sary to remind the public of a few facts, and all the 
more obvious considerations of policy and justice, 
will at once arise to settle this question; they there- 
fore pass rapidly to the next subject of reflection. 

Experience lias settled, that the plan of aconnec- 
tion between the government and the deposite or 
pet banks, as they are commonly called, is produc- 
tive of yet greater evils. It combines all the evils 
of a bank of the United States, withvut a single re- 
deeming feature; and so decidedly is the public 
opinion settled, against this system, that no respec- 
table portion of the community can be found in its 
favor. 

Tie only project remaining, is that which proe- 
poses to separate the government from the banks, 
better known as the independent treasury system. 
Your committee believe thatthe public mind in this 
state is so.definitely made up, in favor of separating 
the pubiic funds from the casualties and control of 
banks, that it would be a waste of time to.discuss 
the general merits of the plan. It only remains to 
answer the objections of a few, who, while they ad- 
mit the sound policy of placing the moneys of the 
government beyond the control of banks, insist that 
the separation should not extend to a refusal of the 
notes of banks, in payment of governmentdues; or, 
in other words, they are opposed to the specie fea- 
ture of the independent treasury. 

Your committee are desirous of discussing the 
subject under consideration with fairness and can- 
dor. They would endeavor, therefore, to state, as 
distinctly as possible, the proposition at issue. Ac- 
cording to their understanding, the opponents of the 
specie feature, in this state, admit the propriety of 
keeping the public moneys apart from the banks, 
either on special depesite, or in sub-treasuries, so cs 
that they shall be removed from the use or control 
of banks, while at the same time they contend that 
the notes of banks shall be received, kept, and cis- 
bursed, by the government, for the public cues. 

Your committee are of opinion that these posi- 
tions are at variance with cts ¢ other; that there can 
be no separation of the public money from banking 
operations, or from the casualties and control of 
banks, while their notes are received for the public 
dues; and that those who maintain such inconsistent 
propositions, are in fact lending their assistance to 
the establishment of a bank of the United States, 
which has been already shown to be the real antag- 
onist of the independent treasury. The justness of 
this opinion will now be demonstrated. 

To every man familiar with the subject, it is a 
mere truism to assert that every holder of a bank 
note is a creditor of the bank whose note he holds, 
and in fact lends to the bank, without interest, the 
amount of the note. The case of the holder of a 
note differs in no way from that of a person who has 
made a deposite with the bank, except that one has 
his demand upon the bank evidenced by its note; 
the other’s demand is evidenced by a credit on the 
books. In either case the bank has the money; the 
creditor has only “the promise” of the bank to pay. 
If the bank should fail, the holder of the note and 
the owner of the deposite would be precisely in the 
sane situation, each depending equally and solely 
upon the assets and solvency of the bank. If the 
government should collect a million of dollars, for 
instance, in coin, what difference would it make 
whether it should place the money on deposite ina 
bank, and take a credit on its books, or whether, 








instead of the credit, it should take at once the notes 
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of the bank? The difference would be 
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merely in; their extravagancies. But when the notes of all are} Be returned on deposite to the bank; a 
the evidence of the debt—the substance is pte cisels { received by the government, and its fands are thereby | while making the aisual profit u pon the oo ni* 
the same. And if in the first instance, the govern- | divided amongst all, there can be no possible control; | need do no more than make an entry on its book,’ ¥ toms 0 
ment, instead of receiving coin, to which it is enti- | and the bank least deserving of credit, from its over- | without the smallest apprehension of a demand fo ¥ dua 
tled from its debtor, should receive bank notes, it | issues, would derive the greatest benefit. In case|specie. Their paper,being received by the coliect " stom 
would still in truth be the same. The bank would | of a revulsion, the notes of the very banks which | is neverreturned tor specie, because, by the vanes’ wes 
have the substance—the money; the government} would be weakest would be found in the greatest | ments of business, and of the government expend, ated 
would have the bank’s note, or“ promise to pay.”’} quantity in the public treasury; and the government | tures, the bank note or credit there, is received » | =. onio 
It would be the same, in fact, as though the govern-} would be a loser, equally as though such banks | though it had as real a value as theactualspecie The , ~~ lis 
ment had loaned tothe bank the whole amount, and | had been its depository, and would be involved in| result is, that the importer at the south, must £ i S| pay 
its condition would in no respect be better than if the | all the consequences of an entire connection with | his $100,000 in actaal capital; while at the north a | may 
treasure had at once been deposited in the bank, and | the banks. . bank credit answers equally as well. Mernthe,’ . i Mee eh 
credit given to the government on its books. The The equalizing effect, too, of the demand for agreat and decisive preference, enjoyed by te : if not alr 
money of tle government would, in either case, be- | specie, would be entirely destroyed, if the specie ; section over the other. If the collector of custom j, accort 
come intermixed with the general concerns of the | feature were removed. Your committee contend | in each place were to demand specie for woven, ulsions a 
bank, and just in proportion to the extent of the | for no such impracticable scheme as that the trade | ment dues, each section would be called upon to » careful 
funds belonging to the government, would be the | of the northern cities shall be supplanted by our! find a medium which is of equal value in the ey;. In thes: 
extent of its connection with the banks. If all the| own. ‘They merely demand that each shall be left rency of the world, and would therefore, as far 4, nd that t 
funds in the treasury should consist of bank notes, | open, to fair and free competition. The natural| the goveri ment is concerned, stand upon a {footiy ave entil 
it is perilectly obvious that the government would be | advantages of each are the giftof Heaven. Let the | of perfect equality. There would be no. induce ons, ass 
precisely in the same situation as though its moneys | citizens of each develope and use them according | ments held out to concentrate the government pay. in. 
were deposited with the banks. So tar trom there | to their best skill. If in a fair competition of cap ments and collections in one place, every part of f specie 
being a separation between the government and the | ital and enterprise, We are Overcome, we must be/| the country would be left to its natural advantages he gover! 
banks, their union will have become only the more | content to submit. We insist, however, that the| and to contend alone with the industry and enter. he public 
intimate, involving both in one common fate. action of the government, under which we all live, | prize of others. This result, which it is Proposed penden' 

_Your coinmittee can therefore see no essential! shall not be so directed as to make credit at the | to promote by the specie feature of the Indepen. ystem, a 
difference between this notion of receiving bank| north, counterbalance and destroy capital at the | dent treasury, would be entirely defeated by the fected, } 
notes and the old system of deposite, or pet banks, | south; that it shall not lend all its mighty resources | reception of the bank notes, in lieu of coin. onfidenc: 
except that itis more objectionable in several im-| to the banks, in one section, while those in another| But it is objected, that a system of that kind wij 3 thus g 
portant particulars. : : are thereby subjected to their control. It can} create two kinds of currency, one for the gover. d make 

The tendency of all banks is to over-issue. Even) readily be perceived that wherever the government | ment, and another for the people, less valuable thay sert our 
a bank of the United States, whiie it might rest:ain | collections and payments are greatest, if they are|the first. The very statement of this objection Enterta 
the ‘issues of other banks; would itself be tempted made in bank notes, it is equivalent in fact to aj carries the admission that a bank note currency, is the inte 
to over-issue, Inasmuch as no power could control | permanent loan, without interest, from the govern- | a debased or less valuable currency than gold and the bot 
its issues. One of the great advantages proposed | ment, to the banks in that section. Of course, silver; and in so far, its proposers do not seem to ople, w! 
by the specie feature of the independent treasury is these banks and the cities whose trade they foster, | observe, that it is they who are seeking to kee ituents, 
the check to over issues every where, which a regu- are thus enabled, by the government itself, to crush | from the reach of the people, the more valuable, ani ake kno 
Jar demand for coin would produce. This advan-! the efforts of less favored settions. The impulse | togive them the baser currency. The advocates nt, to 1 
tage would be entirely lost by the reception of bank | ejven to their trade, and the demand for their bills, | of the specie feature, would raise all currency to pnfided, « 
notes by the govermment, and evil consequences | give to their circulation a factitious value, and ena- | the actual value of specie, by bringing paper mo. mmatioi 
still inore positive would soon follow. It would) ble them to control the exchanges of the country. | ney to a constant test, and thereby either keeping if nd prospe 
stimulate to over-issues, place the banks at the! Bat the requisition of specie, from all, would bring | of gqual value, or, if it become debased, by mak. vole of | 
mercy of the government officers, and lead to infi- | down every operation to a real standard of value. jing that apparent to all. If it be of equal value Your co 
nite corruption. ; |The government would lend credit to no one,) with specie, then no one can object that the people on of the 

If the government is to receive and keep the notes | whether bank or individual; and if any section at-| would have a less desirable currency than the go. 1. Resolt 
of the banks, then, whichsoever bank can issue most | tempted to overtrade, beyond its due proportion, it| vernment; if it be of a less value than specie, rs and re 
notes would be likely to have most in the hands of would at least have no undue aid from the govern-| surely no one will propose that the government fures, 4 
the governinent. A premiuin would thus be offered) ment. The necessity of finding something of real, | should receive it as specie. geet 
to over-issues. Every bank whose notes retained | instead of fictitious value, such as specie, would; Your committee are of opinion, that the notion igh wr 
in the public treasury would in fact bave a loan from place allupon an equality. The natural advanta-/ of a discredit of sound bank notes, by the refusal expedier 
the goverument to that amount, without interest; ges of each section would thus be relieved from the | of the zovernment to receive them, is an entire ent, be se 
and that bank which could manageto get into the interference of the covernment, and the great prin: | fallacy. The amount of currency which wouid be ent from 
treasury the largest amount would receive the great- | ciple promoted, of releasing the commerce of the required for the demands of government, is en- 3. Resol 
est benefit. It is difficult to perceive what teinpta- | south, from the monopolizing restraints which have | tirely too small, to produce any such effect; and Pape revenu 
tons imigie be offered to the collectors, when faver) hitherto controlled it. he power of the government over the circulation, eposited, 
to any particular bank, by retaining its notes, might; But it is said, that this exaction of specie would, is too slender, even to check its redundancy af cted wil 


in some cities In asingle year realize to the bank 
hundreds of thousands of dollars? 
So, on the other hand, if any motive, political or 


otherwise, should render it an object to control any 


governinent oificer to collect the notes of that par- 
tuucular institution, uatil he had atgassed a sufficient 
amount to control or crush the bank, by either caus- 
ing or threatening a rua upon it. 


greatly check the commerce of the south, and | 


' would be ruinous to its prosperity, inasmuch as the 


sist upon it only because they have not duly ex- 


In either contin- | 


collections made at the south, must be remitted to} 


should — Y | the north, where they are usually expended by the. 
particular institution, how easy would it be for the | 


government, Those who make this objection, in- 


amined facts. In relation to our own state, no) 
system, whether independent treasury or any other, 
can in this respect change our condition for the 









much as might bedesirable. The degree of discre- 
dit which is to be apprehended by the banks, from 
a refusal to take their notes by 

is strikingly illustrated by a single 


the government, 
fact, which your 
‘committee will state. By a provision of an acto! 
‘congress, after July, 1836, the bills of every bank 


constitu’ 
nexpedie 
All whi 


which issued notes under five dollars, were re- 


jected by the governnrent. te 
came within tle provisions of this clause, ana lis 





Our bank of the state 


On the | 


gency, itis obvious how broad a road is opened to 
intrigue and corruption. 

It is in this view of the subject that your com- 
mitiee cannot perceive how any real fiend to our 
own banks can advocate a scheme so threatening to | 
their safety. The specie feature of the independent | 


treasury is in fact a measure of profection: and 


notes of course were refused by the government. 
So far from discredit having resulted from this re 
fnsal, your committee (Tink it likely that the state- 
ment now made, is the first information which most 


/worse. It has been our fate, for many years, to| 
have been subjected to as rigorous an exaction of 
| Specie, or what was eqnaily a charge, as can pos- | 
sibly be produced by the new system: while at the’ 
north, the whole credit of the government, together | of the people ef the state have upon the subject. 
with the immense resources of a bank of thirty-| Neither the bank, nor any citizen, has experienced 
five millions capital, were enlisted in sustaining} the slightest inconvenience. 
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when its operation is gradually extended over a se- | that section from injury. Inthe five years andthree| If the funds in the public treasury, should con: th my f 
ries of years, as was proposed by the project pre- | quarters preceding October, 1838, the government | sist of specie, instead of bank notes, two other ob- loved st 
sented by its frtends, it would be protective, instead | had collected at Charleston, "$2,921,636 | vious advantages would be gained by the people. hposing. 
of injurious to the banks. , | And had expended at Charleston, 840,604 | In the first place, it would render it no longer the the pre 
But there still remain other particulars to be no- ‘interest of the banks, and of all concerned in them, Ie altar o 
ticed, in which your committee think the scheme Leaving a difference of $2,081,032 to favor high tariffs and taxes; and, in the second elfare. 
of annexing to the independent treasury, the recep- | the whole of which was remitted to the north; not place, it would prevent accumulations in the trea: But you 
tion of bank notes, is eyually objectionable. It is in our bank notes. for they of course-would not cir- sury of the United States. If the banks had to > express 
obvious, from what has been said, that the effect of | culate at the north, but in specie, or something | furnish specie, instead of notes, in payment of the on whic! 
receiving bank notes is to lend the credit of the | which at the north would be equivalent to specie, | public revenues, they would no longer derive benefit oh Tega 
government, without interest, to each bank whose | and which in Charleston it would cost as much to, from the government, inthe shape of loans to them ighest of 
notes ar taken. It may well be demanded, why | procure. The supply of this drain produced in| without interest, effected by the government's tak- here ainb 
grant this favor to banks, and refuse it to indi-| Charleston, effects fully as injurious as could pos- | ing and holding their notes. And the very embar- a and 
viduals? If the note of a hundred individuals, when | sibly now be produced by the specie feature of the | rassment which would be created by locking up? ee sta 
associated into a bank, is taken as cash, without any | independent treasury. But the essential difference | large amount of specie in the government’s cofier, eal prit 
charge of interest, why not take the separate notes | is, that this feature would remove the preference | would prevent the accumulation of a large surplus a too grat 
of the individuals themselves? Is this not a prefer-| which was given to the north, by the former action | revenue. If this surplus were to consist, as it late- ore 
ence—a priviiege—withont warrant in the law or in| of the government, and piace the north and the|ly did, of bank credits, every bank would fee! #" Be ‘ low 
the constitution? And has the government any | south apon the same footing of equality. Under) interest in increasing it; as they derive a double & “you 
right to grant to a corporation what it refuses toan!the old system, if for example a merchant in. benefit; and the effect would soon be felt, polltl- Mere, ¢ 
individual, perhaps more deserving of credit than a| Charleston desired to borrow from a bank $100,000, cally, in the accession to the tariff and high taxing Meine 
corporation itseli? to pay duties on his imported goods, the bank was party. ; hesti>. du 
But again: If the government is to lend its credit | compelied to refuse the accommodation, because, On the whole, then, your committee are of op!” e os 
to banks, by taking their notes, and thereby to have | its bills would soon be returned on it by the col-| ion that the independent treasury, with the specie ns of our 
its funds, as it Were, scattered over the whole coun- | lector for specie, or exchange, to be remitted to the | feature, should be taken entire; and that it 3s 4 har. per 
try, it presents a worse system than the use of asin-| north. In New York, however, if the same opera- | mere fallacy, to suppose that there can be a rea Bar at 
gle bank. A single bank in each state might be so} tion had been attempted, the loan would imme- | separation of the government, from the fortunes wane 
lated as with the aid of the government to con- | diately have been made, because the bills of the | and casualties of the banks, while their notes 27° much hig 
the the issues of the other banis, and check | bank, when received by the collector, would merely | received into the public treasury. But while ad igi 
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‘toe entertain these views, they think it due 
at, i established usages of irade, and the 
book: c stoms of society, that so essential a reform, should 
and fo; | : radual in its operation. We have been so long 
Hector ecustomed to ‘ie paper as money, that many 
range, plmbrejudices must be overcome, and many errors 
<pendi. orrected, before the system can be set into 
ived a “Harmonious action. It is proper, therefore, that its 
ie. The | complishment should be distributed over a series 
ist find We years, in order that the course of trade and busi- 
orth, » J may gently and gradually accommodate itself 
then, is Mm the chang . The requisite quantity of specie, 
by one | aif not already in the country,) can then be import- 
uSstoms pamgd, according to the demand, and both sudden re- 
Over). ylsions and unexpected interruptions of trade, can 
1PON to » carefully avoided. 

he enp. In these opinions, your committee are happy to 
5 far as nd that their predecessors in the state legislature, 


foot, ave entirely concurred; and in i series of resolu- 












induee. ons, asserted the principles which we now main- 
nt pay. in. At the time of their adoption, the suspension 
part of specie payments by the banks, had coinpelled 
iNtages e government to reject bank notes, in payment of 
1 enter. e public dues, and practically to establish an in- 
TOposed ppendent treasury. Under the operation of this 
idepen. ystem, a resumption of specie payments has been 


fected, and a general restoration of credit and 


by tl 
ty ynfidence. The unerring testimony of experience 







































the triumph of law and order over docirines of the 
most pernicious and disorganizing tendency. A 
spirit of bold disorder, of daring and licentions 
riot, is abroad in our country, and threatens the sta- 
bility of our institutions. Its watchwords are ‘the 
people, against the banks’—‘the people against the 
aristocracy ’—‘the poor against therich,’ &e. This 
wretched jargon is of European origin, and has 
been introduced by foreigners into our happier coun- 
try. Here the base and the designing have appro- 
prptes them to the accomplishment of their unhal- 
owed purposes, and an effort has been made to in- 
troduce into our state these loathsome heresies. 

But, thanks to the public soundness and intelli- 
gence, never was mischievous folly more signally 
rebuked. Our people are not yet steeped so deeply 
in moral or political profligacy, as to enact laws 
and grant privileges, but to abrogatethem. They 
are yet to learn that itis right or just to concede, at 
one moment, charters, investing rights and proper- 
ty, and at the next, to render them valueless by 
denunciation, or to destroy them by violence. 

As to our aristocracy, gentlemen, I need not tell 
you that our institutions neiiher legalize nor recog- 
nize its existence; thatit lives but in the diseased 
fancy of the worthless and envious leveller, who, 
despairing to elevate himself, seeks to pull down 
others to his own poor standard. We have no aris- 
tocracy but that which superior industry, intelli- 


gence, and moral worth, confers, and of that, what, 


But, gentlemen, there is danger in this wanton 
inadness, and it is our duty as patriots, as faithful 
representatives of the people, to warn and to ad- 
monish them of the brooding mischief. Error and 
vice should not be made the synonimes of truth 


and virtue. The moral sense of the community | 


cannot be trifled with, with impunity; it may be- 
come blunted and corrupted, for constant attrition 


will affect the soundest substances. Then, let us. 
teach the mere partizan, and the unprincipled dem- | 


agogue, that the end cannot justify the means; that, 
by destroying the landmarks between right and 
wrong, he is sapping the very foundation of our 
government, and can receive no countenance 
from us who have sworn, this day, faithfully to 
execute the law. The man whocould direct pub- 


lic odium and public violetice, by whatever indi- | 
rection, against one of the iegalized institutions of | 
the land, betrays that destitution of principle which 


fits him for crime and outrage of every character; 
and he who could hurl a fire-brand against a char- 
tered coinpany, would, be assured, to accomplish 


an end, desecrate the very chamber in which you sit. 


I have addressed you, gentlemen, so recently and 
so fully upon our domestic and general interest, 
that itis unnecessary to trespass further on your 


indulgence. It is enough for me to add, that my | 
views upon these subjects remain, not only unal-| 


liberal system of internal improvement, and by the 
establishment of common schovls. That my sugz- 


ready concurrence, is only a matter of regret to me, 








ercise the right of instruction, from the absence of 
the mandatory terms heretofore used when the gen- 
eral assembly of North Carolina has thought proper 
to resort to it. 

The ground heretofore occupied by us is wholl 
unchanged, and scarcely needs recapitulation. We 
have publicly declared that whenever instructions 
are given us by the legislature, we will either obey 
them or resign. 

We therefore respectfully ask of your honorable 
bodies, if we errin our construction of the resolu- 
tions, that we may be set right in time to act as be- 
comes the position in which we stand, 

With a view to prevent any misrepresentation of 
our motives, we disclaim any intention of disrespect 
to the legislature, considering it not only a duty to 
ourselves thus respectfully to make this request, but 
that we owe it to ihe people of the state of North 
Carolina, whose interests have been confiled to us 
in the senate of the United States. 

We have the honor to be, with great respect, your 


obedient servants, 
BEDFORD BROWN, 
ROBT. STRANGE. 
The foregoing communication being read, Mr. 
| Cherry submitted the following resolution, which 
passed its three readings, 25 to 23, being precisely 
the vote as that given on the passage of the resolu- 
tions referred to by the senators, except that Mr. 
Foy, of Carteret and Jones was present voting with 
his party, (whig,) and Mr. Jones was absent. 
Resolved, That the resolutions passed by this general 
assembly, and transmitted to our senators in congress, 
are sufhciently plain and intelligible to be compre- 
hended by any one desirous of understanding them; 
'that we believe this communication, anticipating the 
reception of said resolutions, and making inquiry as to 
their meaning, is not in good faith, and that it would 
‘be inconsistent with the self-respect of this general 
| assembly to make any reply to it. 





In the house of commons, Jan. 5,°1839.' 

The resolution from the senate in relation to the 
letter of our senators in congress, touching the in- 
struction resolutions, was laken up for consideration, 
and gave rise to an exciting and somewhat angry 
debate. It was finally adopted, 59 to 44, being a 
strict party vote on each side. 





From the Raleigh Register. 
Internal improvement convention. This body ad- 
\journed on Friday night about 7 o’clock, having 
been engaged with great assiduity through the week 
in attending tothe duties which called thei here. 
There were about 200 delegates in attendance, re- 
presenting 40 counties, ard we have not witnessed 
in our time a more intelligent, patrictic, and disin- 
terested body. The discussion which took place, 
though full and animated, was courteous and re- 
spectlul. Among the principal speakers were the 


. . ~ . . ? lal 4 Pp y +; e } 2side ; 2 ~ 4 A 6 7 
constitutional,” the vote was 107 to 7; and on its being | tered, but strengthened by daily observation; and eerie ent, (judge Saunders,) Mr. John H. Bryan, 
| that I am firmly convinced, that our social and po-| chairman of the general committee, Messrs. James 
litical dépression can only be redeemed by a the-| W. Bryan, of Carteret, William H. Haywood, jun. 
|rough reform of our currency, the adoption of a|of this city, Louis D. Henry, of Cumberland, Hugh 


'MeQueen, of Orange, William B. Shepard, of Pas- 
quotank, Thomas Clingman, of Buncombe, and E. 


|gestions upon these subjects, have not met your; L Winslow, of Cumberland. - 


\"e are now so pressed for room, that we have 


| because I believe that the honor and welfare of our! only space to present, in a condensed form, the spe- 
“In accordance, gentlemen, with the intimation | beloved state are dependent upon their adoption.’’ | cific recominendations of the convention, which are 


‘to be brought to the notice of the legislature by a 


In the “ Raleigh Register” of the 7th instant, we select committee appointed for that purpose. 


1. Resolved, That the convention concur in the re- 


ath my fealty to the laws and constitution of our | branches of the legislature, in reference to the ex- | port of its general committee, that the several works 


punging resolutions, &e. passed by that body, and | of improvement therein recomniended, deserve the 


In senate, Jan. 5, 18389. 


The speaker laid before the senate the following 


communication received from our senators in con- 
Washing/or city, Dec. 31, 1838. 


GENTLEMEN: Having learned from unofficial 

















nd will s thus given sanction to the wisdom of the policy; 
TOVET- d makes it the more incumbent upon us, to re- 
le than sert our principles. governizent would not be justly proud? 
Je ction Entertaining these views, upon a scheme so vital 
NC, is the interests of the south, your committee regard 
old and the bounden duty of the representatives of the 
seem to sople, who have now come fresh from their con- 
to keep ituents, todeclare their sentiments upon it, and to 
ble, and ake known, as they now do, to every public ser- 
vocates ant, to whom our common interests have been 
ency to pnfided, our solemn conviction, that the final con- 
ner mo- ymmation of this policy, is essential to the welfare 
eping if nd prosperity of the state. [Preamble adopted by | 
Vv mak. vole of 103 to 10.) 
1 value Your committee therefore recommend the adop- 
people on of the following resolutions: 
the go. 1. Resolved, 'That it is the right and duty of the sena- | 
specie, s and representatives of the people, in the state legis- | 
rnment tures, (0 eXpress their opinion upon such measures of 
a general government, as Vitally affect the welfare and | 
, terests of their constituents. [ Vote, unanimous.) 
P notion 2. Resolved, That, in the opinion of this legislature, it | 
refuse expedient that the revenues of the federal govern- | 
a entire ent, be so collected, as ultimately to sever the govern- | 
ould be ent from all connection with banks. [Vote, 103 to7.} 
| is en. 3. Resolved, That, in the epinion of this legislature, | 
oct; and e revenues of the federal government, should be so | 
ulation, Pygeposited, kept, and disbursed, as not to be con-| 
ancy a _ with, or used in banking operations. [Vofe, 113 | 
ogee 4. Resolved, That it would be unconstitutional, inex- | 
as edient, and dangerous, to inccrporate a national bank. | 
agate. Question divided—on the declaration “that it would be | 
ich your 
in act of nexpedient and dangerous,” 112 to 3.} 
ry bank All which is respectfully subinitted. 
vere Te: C. G. MEMMINGER, chairman. 
the state 
ana its NORTH CAROLINA. 
vameut. On the 29th ult. Edward B. Dudley was inaugu- 
this re- ted governor of North Carolina for the ensuing | 
he state- 0 years, and delivered the following address: 
ich most 
subject. bu have conveyed to me, and in obedience to the | 
srienced quirements of the constitution, I appear before you | 
lis day, and have sealed with the solemnity of an | find the following account of proceedings in both | 
uld con 
‘ther ob- [umeloved state. The occasion and the rites are most | 
people. posing. Religion lends her aid to patriotism, and | inserted in the last “ Recister.”’ 
nger the the presence of the most high, we pledge, upon | 
in them, te altar of our country, our-best efforts for her 
> second elfare. 
the trea: But you must allow me to embrace the occasion, | gress: 
; had to bexpress to our common constituents, the emo- | — 
nt of the on which fills me at this renewed evidence of | To the hon. the general assembly of N. C.: 
e benefit Hager regard. To have been selected once, for the 
to them m'shest office in the people’s gift, was enough for | 
nt’s tak- Here ambition, but to have been preferred a second | min‘ds of the correctness of the information, that cer- 
y embal- me, and over one of the most distinguished sons | tain resolutions have passed your honorable bodies, 
ing up® nant 
; coffers, fawceal principles with the general approbation, and | 
» surplus ro gratifying for any effort of language to ex- | been, and others still are pending before the country, 
s it late- press. 
id feel an Allow me, gentlemen, to ask your aid, and to, hand, and respectfully address you concerning them. 
a double MP@ke you the heralds of my gratitude. Say to our | 
t politi- 
h taxing 
». ny duties—that the same interests and the same | received of the intention of the legislature to ad- 
of opin- BP*stiny bind us together forever—that the charac- | journ at an early day. 
e specie Jee Of our common ancestry shall meet no reproach 
t it is * Bel my person, my shall guaranty a faithful dis- | carry into effect the opinions expressed therein, nor 
ea real harge at least of my executive duties. 
fortunes ut, gentlemen, I am far frown looking to my 
otes are ection as a mere personal triumph. It stands on 
ile your nuch higher grounds; for it is, in my estimation, 


sources, which, however, leave no doubt upon our 


'them, upon political matters, some of which have 


i'we have been induced to anticipate their comin 
| 


5 


In thus anticipating the reception of a copy of the 
ommon constituents, that the obligations they have | resolutions through an official channel, we trust that| the Wilmington and Raleigh railroad, and a subscrip- 
mMposed on me are a constant and feeling memorial | an apology will be found@in the information we have | tion by the state of four-fifths of its capital stock. 


| The resolutions do not expressly instruct us to 


| are we able to perceive in them, impliedly, any au- 


_thoritative command such as instructions convey. 
_ We are therefore left to infer that it was the in- 


| patronage of the state, and ought to be effected. 

2. Resolved, That in order to carry out the views of 
the convention, and at the same time to accommodate 
them to the means and ability of the state, a loan of 
three millions of dollars ought to be contracted. 

3. Resulved, That in the prosecution of these seve- 
ral works, the convention recommend the following 
classification: 

FIRST CLASS, 


dollars to the Gaston and Raleigh railroad company. | 
2. Subscription by the state of four-fifths of the capi- 


| iy ns tock ‘ettevil! 7 adkin railroa . 
f the state, stamps my public course and my po- | expressive of the opinions of a majorily of each of tal stock of the Fayetteville and Yadkin railroad com 


pany. ; ; 
3. The incorporation of a company for the opening 
of an inlet at the foot of Albemarle Sound, and a sub- 





& tO! scription by the state of three-fifths of its capital stock, 


SECOND CLASS. 
1. A railroad from Beaufort harbor to connect with 


9. A railroad from Raleigh to intersect with the Wil- 
mington and Raleigh railroad at or near Waynesbo- 
rough, and a railroad from Raleigh to Fayetteville, and 
a subscription to each of two-fifths of the capital stock 
by the state. 

"4. Resolved, As the opinion of the convention, that 
the balance of the subscription by the state to the 
Wilmington and Raleigh company ought to be paid 





| tention of the general assembly not to assert or ex- I without delay, the surveys of Neuse and Tar rivers 
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with the view to steam. navigation, and the survey of 
a route from Raleigh, via Hillsborough, to Greensho- 
rough, in Guilford county, with a view to a McAdam- 
ized turnpike road, ought to be made by the state; and 
if the said rivers shonta be found such as to justify the 
use of steaniboats, the board of internal improvements 
be authorized to contract accordingly, and that a com- 
= be incorporated for the construction of the said 
road, and a subscription of two-fifths of its capital by 
the state. 


GOVERNOR GRASON’S INAUGURATION. 

From the Annapolis Republican of the 7th inst. 

Yesterday being the day designated by the con- 
stitution on which the governor elect should pro- 
ceed to qualify and assume the duties of office, the 
usual preliminary messages were interchanged be- 
tween the houses, and a deputation waited upon 
- Mr. Grason, and invited his atteudance in the sen- 
ate chainber for the purpose of taking the oaths of 
office. At one o’clock he met both houses accord- 
ingly, and the ceremony was completed. 

At one o’clock precisely the governor elect was 
announced, and entering the senate chamber arm 
in arm with governor Veazy, took his seat at the 
right of the president of the senate. ‘The speaker 
ot the house of delegates, preceded by the ser- 
geant at arms and followed by the members, then 
entered, in compliance to the invitation of the 
senate, when the governor elect proceeded to take 
the oaths of office and subscribe to the constitution. 

After which he addressed the crowded assem- 
blage of ladies and gentlemen, including the judges 
of the court of appeals, the chancellor of the state, 
public officers and citizens, to the following effect: 

ADDRESS. 

‘* Fellow cilizens: It is natural that I should feel 
gratified with the distinction, of being the first 
governor of Maryland elected by the people; and 
that I should wish to discharge my duties in sucha 
manner, as to justify the expectation of those who 
have thought me worthy of their confidence. But 
the office of chicf magistrate is of such a nature, 
as to exclude the hope of giving entire satisfaction, 
either to the public, or to his own personal friends. 
He is often obliged to make selections for office, 
without a personal knowledge of the applicants, 
and to bear the responsibility of injudicions recom- 
mendations. Sometimes he is compelled to choose 
between persons of equal merit, and to overlook 
claims, which appear to be entitled to a preference. 
While the governor was appointed annually by the 
legislature, and was associated with an executive 
council, the errors of his administration, whether 
real or imaginary, were often ascribed to his con- 
stitutional advisers, and sometimes to that branch 
of the government, upon which he was dependent 
for office. Being now elected by the peopie, and 
alone responsible for his official acts, he must ex- 
pect to bear all the public censure and personal re- 
sentment, which may be incurred in the discharge 
of his duties. He therefore owes it to his own 
character, to the dignity of bis office, and to the 
people who have honored him with their confi- 
dence, to depend in some degree upon his own 
judgment, in al! his official proceedings; and 
to select, to office, such men, as he believes to be 
capable of serving the public, even if others, of 
interior qualifications, should have stronger claims 
upon his friendship, or present a greater number of 
recommendations 

The most painful duty of the executive is the 
negative one of declining to interrupt the course of 
justice. The power of arresting prosecutions and 
of pardoning criminals is the more liable to abuse, 
because it is difficult to resist its exercise, when the 
life or iiberty of a fellow-creature is depending 
upon it; and when it is expected that official errors 
will be readily excused, if they are supposed to 
spring from feelings of humanity. The power of 

ardon is however a public trust, intended for ex- 
eeatinacy cases, Which could neither be distinctly 
described, nor provided for in any general law. It 
ought, therefore, to be used in such cases only; and 
not for the gratification of the person invested with 
it, or for party purposes, or in opposition to the 
general policy of the criminal law; the object of 
which, is to suppress vice, preserve the public 
peace, and protect every citizen from injury and 
violence. ‘ 

It is my intention to act according to the views 
now expressed, as far as my power and means of 
information will enable me todo so; and to perform, 
faithfully, whatever duties are required of me by 
the constitution and laws. 

I enter upon the discharge of my duties, with a 
deep sense of what I owe to the people of Mary- 
Jand; with an earnest desire to promote their inter- 
esis; and with the hope, that, at the end of my offi- 
cial term, I shall return to private life, without 
having forfeited their confidence.” 

We were gratified to find that the practice of 








parading acollation at the government house on 
this occasion was omitted—gratified, because we 
have long thought frum scenes which we have wit- 
nessed there, that it was a practice which would be 
‘more honored in its breach than its observance.” 
It had degenerated to so much of a saturnalia, as to 
be unbecoming the place and the occasion, and it 
was, as we believe, in compliance with the sugges 
tions of the considerate of all parties, that governor 
Grason determined to omit it, although every fa- 
cility for making the necessary preparations for it 
at the government house was politely tendered by 
governor Veazy, whose family remained there un- 
til yesterday morning, at the solicitation of governor 
Grason, his own family, as we are sorry to learn, 
being too much indisposed at present to permit them 
to cross the bay. ‘ 

Governor Veazy and his family, after the in- 
auguration, left the seat of government in the steam- 
boat Maryland for Baltimore, on their way to their 
residence in Cecil county—aecompanied by the 
warmest wishes of all who had the pleasure of their 
acquaintance here, for their future welfare and hap- 
piness. 





MR. ATHERTON’S RESOLUTIONS. 
LETTER FROM THE HON. FRANCIS E. RIVES. 
From the Petersburg (Va.) Constellation. 

Washington, Dec. 20, 1838. 

My pear str: In your paper of Tuesday last, I 
see that you have noticed a paragraph in the Rich- 
mond Whig of the 15th iast., in which gen. Drom- 
goole and myself are charged with being /‘leagued 
with fanatics.” You have treated the article ina 
way that must lead to its condemination in the esti- 
mation of every gentleman who will examine the 
subject; and as I think it probable the matter is to 
be pressed still further, I have thought proper to 
give the following facts: 

The four first resolutions that were introduced 
by Mr. Atherton were abstract in their character, 
but made to bear, in their efiect, on the powers of 
congress, so as to exclude the conclusion tiat con- 
gress could constitutionally interfere with the rela- 
tion between master and slave. ‘This was as much 
as southern members could desire; and there was 
not arepublican from the slaveholding states that 
did not bail them with joy, asthe harbinger of peace 
and security in the south. 

The 5th resolution was practical in its effect. 
For reasons set forth, it required that every thing 
relating in the remotest degree to the abclition of 
slavery should be laid on the table, without print- 
ing, or any other action thereon. 

The vote oi this resolution was considered a test 
vote, Those who were opposed to the abolition cf 
slavery, and unwilling to excite the country with a 
discussion of it, whether from the north or south, 
went for its adoption. With the exception of one 
inember, (J. B. of Virginia,) it received the sanc- 
‘ion of the entire republican party from the slave- 
holding states. ‘The whole number of votes for it 
was 126, against it 78. From the slaveholding 
states, it got 70 votes; from the non-slaveholding 
states, 56 votes. From the slaveholding states, I 
have before stated, there was but one republican 
who voted arainst the resolution. His vote, added 
to those of Messrs. Bell, J. S. Williams, Word, and 
Crabb, (all whigs,) from the slaveholding states, 
make 5 that went against us. Those from the non- 
slaveholding states who voted against the resolution 
were in number 70; the whole number of votes 
given was 204. Of those who refused to vote, 
(namely, Messrs. Wise, Stanly, Underwood, Jeni- 
fer, Biddle, Pope, and Chambers, ) I am glad to have 
itin my power to say none were republicans. I men- 
tion this fact that you may see that if we are not as 
honest and intelligent, we are at least as orderly as 
the whigs. : 

Before we progress any further, let us examine 
into the politics of those who voted with us from 
the non-slaveholding states. They were fifty-six 
in number, as before stated, and strange to tell, you 
will not find one single whig voting with us of the 
south, 

Then came Mr. Wise with his resolutions, and 
proposed to throw open the whole subject again. 
In this he was joined by Messrs. Adams, Bond, 
Slade, and co. My position as will be seen by the 
journal, was between the extremes. Mr. Wise on 





the one hand, and Mr. Adams on the other. Mr. 
Wise had rejected the offer of the republicans of | 
the north who had staked their fortunes as public 
men, with us, in the protection of our property on | 
the principles laid down in Mr. Atherton’s resolu- 
tions; and | was very sure, that if Wise’s resolu- 
tions were better for the south than Mr. Atherton’s, 
he could not have had consistently, the co-operation 
of his “friend,” Mr. Adams. 

I thought of the great numerical strength in the 
house of representatives from the non-slaveholding 





: : 
states over the slaveholding states, that whilst the 


south had only 99 members, the north had 142. al 
if the federal party in the north should suece. : 
putting down the 56 republicans who had nob} 
stood by us in the assertion of our right, abolitio 
of slavery or a dissolution of the union ; 
the consequence. Could I, then, join my collea u 
in his rashness against them, wheu I believed tht 
so long as a majority of the house would rest on, the 
principles set forth in Mr. Atherton’s resolutions 


cceed in Ee 


Would be & 


both our property and union would be secure? No & 


never. My constituents would call it madness j, 
the extreme, and visit on me their just displeasure 
There is no danger in being “leagued”’ with such 
men as the 56 who have come gallantly forward ani 
resolved to be governed by the constitulion, and no; 
by fanatics.’ 
And, in conclusion, permit me to Say that 
“southern fanatics” are now likely to do more jp. 
jury to our cause than 500.such men as Garrisoy 
Tappan, Thompson, Adams, and Slade. 
I have the honor to be, very respecifully, you; 
obedient servant, | 
FRANCIS E. RIVES, 

To H. Haines, esq. 


LETTER FROM THE HON. T. J. WORD. 
From the National Intelligencer. 


House of representatives, Jan. 7, 1839, 

GENTLEMEN: The Globe of the 4th instant cop. 
tains a letter from the hon. Francis E. Rives, ad. 
dressed to the editor of the Petersbugh (Va.) Con. 
stellation, in which Mr. Rives has thought proper 
{o notice, incidentally, my vote on the resolutions 
offered by Mr. Atherton on the 11th December last, 

After expressing his approbation of the manner 
in which the Constellation has noticed an article jp 
the Richmond Whig, Mr. Rives remarks, “i have 
thought proper to give the following facts.” The 
high characterof Mr. Rives precludes the idea that 
he would intentionally do injustice to any, much 
less to myself, with whom he has but a passing ac. 
quaintance. But as that bigh character adds in. 
portance to the statement of facts set forth in Mr. 
Rives’s letter, I conceive that it becomes my diy, 
as a representative from aslaveholding state, also to 
make astatement of facts. I shall confine my state. 
inent to the facts as they appear on the journals of 
the house. 

On the 11th December, Mr. Atherton moveda 
suspension of the rules to enable him to introduce 
his resoiutions. The rules were suspended, the re. 
solutions introduced, and Mr. Atherton addressed 
the house in support and explanatory of the reso- 
lutions. On concluding his remarks, he moved the 
previous question, which was seconded; thus cutting 
oif all debate, all amendment. 


‘The first resolution declares ‘that congress ha — 


no jurisdiction whatever over the institution of 
slavery in the several states of the confederacy.’ 
Nothing is here said as to the jurisdiction of cou. 
gress over that institution in the several territories 
or the District of Columbia. 

The second resolution declares “that petitions for 
the abolition of slavery in the District of Columbia 
and the territories of the United States, and against 
the removal of slaves fram one state to another, aré 
a part of a plan of operations set on foot to ailect 
the institution of slavery in the several states, and 
thusindirectly todestroy that institution within the 
limits.’ Nothing is here said against the abolition 
of slavery in the territories or the District of Co 
lumbia, as disconnected with the states. Nothing 
is said to as to the removal of slaves from the states 
to the territories or. to the District of Columbia 
Nothing is said against the abolition of slavery !? 
the District or the territories, if the same be not 4 
part of a plan of operations set on foot to uffed 
slavery in the several states. ay 

The third resolution declares ‘‘that the agitatio) 
of the subject of slavery in the Disfrict of Colum 
bia or the territories, as a means and with a view of 
disturbing or overthrowing that institution in the 
several states, is against the true spirit and meaning 
of the constitution, an infringement of the righis 
the states affected, and a breach of the public faith, 
&c. This resolution declares nothing against the 
agitation of the subject of slavery in the District ° 
Coluinbia or the territories, if <f be not done “as 4 
means,” nor “with the view” of disturbing or over 
throwing that institution in the several states. 

The fourth resolution does not mention the sub- 
ject of slavery by name. But let us examine 
fifth and last resolution. It isin these words: 

‘Resolved, therefore, That all attempts on the part ol 
congress, to abolish slavery in the District of ©” 
lumpbia, or the territories, or to prohibit the removal . 
slaves from state to state, or to discriminate betwee! 
one portion of the confederacy and another, 


the views aforesaid, are in violation of the const’ 


tion, destructive of the fundamental pri__ ple on whie 


Co 
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a" 
yg sont Of these states rests, and beyond the jurisdic- 
the of congress, and that every petition, memorial, re- 
olution proposition, er paper, touching or relating, in 
wi way or to any extent whatever, to siavery, as afore 
wr or the abolition thereof, shall, on the presentation 
= eof, without any further action thereon, be laid 
porn the table, without being debated, printed, or re- 
+ 

ferred journals show (page 67) that on motion of 
Mr. Randolph this resolution was divided, and the 
first member of it was adopted by a vote of 149 

eas to 52 nays; and that neither myself nor either 
of the three gentlemen whose names are mentioned 
in connexion with my own in Mr. Rives’s letter, 
yoted against the first member, but all voted for it. 
A motion was made by Mr. Potis to lay the second 
member on the table; I voted for that motion, but 
st was rejected. The question then recurred on the 


adoption of the second member of this resolution, | 


and { voted against it, upon the ground that, in my 
judgment, that member of the resolution admiited 
the right to receive petitions on the subject cf the 
abolition of slavery. It declares that they shall be 
laid on the table. And how, I would ask, can the 
house lay them on the table without receiving them? 
Can they be laid on the table while in the posses- 
sion of the member presenting them? While in his 
desk, or pocket, if you please? Certainly not. To 
be laid on the table, they must be received “by the 
hand of the house,” and conveyed to the table. I 
will never vote for any proposition which recog- 
nizes, covertly or openly, the right to receive peti- 
tions on the subject of slavery in the District, the 
territories, or the states, whether it be with a view 
or used as a means of overthrowing or disturbing 
the institution of slavery in the several states, or 
with a view simply to disturb or overthrow that in- 
stitution in the District or territories. 1 consider 
the right of petition as circumscribed by the right of 
action; and [ do not recognize the right of congress 
to act upon the subject of slavery in the states, the 
territories, or the District of Columbia, nor the 
It is a mat- 
ter with which congress has nothing to do, and 
which it ought not to touch. 

The letter which I have been considering states 
that the vote on the 5th resolution ‘‘was considered 
a test vote;”” and that ‘“‘those who were opposed to 
the abolition of slavery, and unwilling to excite the 
country with the discussion of it, whether from the 
north er the south, went for its adoption.” No 
vote was taken upon the undivided resolution, and 
I voted for the first branch when divided. If the 
vote on both, or either, of the members of this reso- 
lution is considered by some as a ‘‘lest vote,’’ I have 
only to say that £ am prepared to undergo a much 
stronger test against the abolition of slavery, or the 
agitation of that subject, than that presented in Mr. 
Atherton’s resolution. And if it is meant, by the 
above quotation, tliat a// who voted against the se- 
cond member of the 5th resolution are in favor of 
abolition, so far as I at individually concerned, I 
spurn and repel all such imputation or inference as 
wholly unwarranted. 

I cannot hail these resolutions “as a harbinger of 
peace and security” to the south. They are silent 
as to the subject of slavery in the District and the 
territories, disconnected with that subject in the 
states. They do not go far enough. They are 
not as strong as the south had a right to expect, and 
on that account it was with reluctance I voted for 
any of them. If I have any thing to regret as to 
my course on these resolutions, it is not that 1 voted 
against the last member of the last reselution, but 
that I voted for all but that member, or that I voted 
at al! on them. T. J. WORD. 





LETTER FROM MR. MORRIS, ONE OF THE 
SENATORS FROM THE STATE OF OHIO. 


From the Washington Globe. 


The following letter from Mr. Morris, in reply to 
one received by him from the gentlemen who com- 
posed the committee, we have been requested to 
publish: 

Washington, Dec. 11, 1838. 

GENTLEMEN: I received yours of the 7th this 
Morning, and I reply thereto as soon as possible. 

ou inform me that, having been selected by the 


° 5 * . 
democratic members of the legislature of Ohio as a 


committee to interrogate the several persons i.amed 
for United States senator, you request my answer 
to the following interrogatories: 
bine Are you in favor of an independent treasury 

l 39 

My answer is, that I view the independence of 
the treasury as essentially necessary to the inde- 
pendence of the country itself. I am, therefore, in 
favor of an independent treasury, free from all local 
and private influence. 

“2. Are you a supporter of the leading measures 


I answer: I shall give my support to the acmin- 
istration, in whatever situation I may be placed, in 
its opposition to a bank of the United States; in its 
views with regard to the safe-keeping of the public 
money, and the disbursement thereof; the rights of 
the states, and the limitation on the powers of con- 
gress. I say, further, that] know of no recommen- 
dation made by the present incumbent in the presi- 
dential chair, of a general character, in which I do 
not concur. I am, therefore,in favor af the leading 
measures of tle present administration. 


“3. Are you for or against modern abolition?” 

I am opposed to slavery in all its forms; and 
against its further extension in our country; be- 
lieving it to be wrong in itself, and injurious to the 
best interest ofour people. I view itas the creattire 
of state law only, and that congress have no power 
over it, as it exists in the states; neither have con- 
gress the power to create a system of slavery where 
it does not exist, or to give it new and additional 
security. I believe that, if the citizens of a free 
state, when within the jurisdiction of a slave state, 
violate the slave laws of such state, they are as just- 
ly punishable for such acts as they would be for the 
violation of the laws of such state in any other par- 
ticular. I hold that the citizens in each and every 


rint on the subject of slavery,as on any other sub- 
ject; always liable to the laws of the state where 
the act is done for the abuse of that liberty. The 
right of petition to the legislature for a redress of 
grievances, I hold to be inviolate on all subjects, 
and above the power of law. 

I believe, also, however much we feel opposed 
to slavery, and however wicked and unjust we may 
believe the system, we are still under our govera- 
ment, bound to protect the slaveholder in his slave 
property, by aiding in the suppression of servile in- 
surrection or war. I believe it to be the duty of the 
states, as well as their interest, to abolish slavery 


4th regiment of infantry, Fort Gibson, 471 
Fort Jesup, (4 comp.) 156 
3d reg’t of infantry ¢ Fort Towson, (4 comp.) 210 
é Fort Smith, (2 comp.) 137 
Total, 974 
II. ‘‘Musicians and artificers will be assigned to 
the several parties of recruits, in proportion to the 
number of companies stationed at each of the posts 
designated, and the quality of the men in other res- 
pects, especially in reference to size and stature, 
will, agreeably to usage, be equally distributed, so 
that each regiment may receive its due proportion 
of recruits of like quality.” 
1li. Commanders of regiments will, from time to 
time, make their requisitions on the general snper- 
intendent for drummers and fifers, who will furnish 
them accordingly, having due regard to the wants of 
each regiment respectively; and in order to supply, 
at the earliest day practicable, the full complement 


state, have an indisputable right to speak, write, or | ® 





where it exists, but that no other state would be jus- 
tifiable in interfering for that purpose. J also be- | 
lieve the African race born in our country, or brought | 
into it against their will, ought to be protected in | 
and enjoy their natural rights; but I do not believe | 
that it would be good policy, or promote the safety | 
of the country, the happiness of ourselves, or the | 
negro race, to permit them to the enjoyment of equal | 
political or social privileges. I believe that the moral | 
power of truth and reason ought alone to be employ- | 
ed in behalf of the slave; and that every citizen has | 
the right to exercise this power, and which, if rigzht- 

fully used, will be sufficient for the downfall of 
slavery; and that, in all our intercourse with the | 
colored race, we ought constantly to give them to 

understand that we will not aid, but suppress, any | 
attempt that may be made for their liberation in| 
any other manner. I have thought it best to an- 
swer your third interrogatory as I have done, be- 
cause a direct answer might be liable to misconcep- 
tion or misunderstanding. As to what modern 
abolition is: as it is represented by many, I believe 
it entirely wrong, but whether the representation | 
be correct or not, I do not pretend to say. My) 
opinions on this question have been often, both in| 
public and private, heretofore expressed; but I have 

answered you briefly, as it seems to me I ought, in 

the same manner as if the subject was allogether a 
new one. I trust you will be able to fully compre- 

hend my views from what I have said. 

“4, Are you willing to submit to the selection 
made by your political friends?” 

I am always willing to sustain my political 
friends in their selection of men for the purpose of 
sustaining public measures. Without this unity, 
every measure, however valuable, would be Hable 
to failure. 

I have thus, gentlemen, answered you briefly 
and in much haste; and whatever course you may 

ursue, 1 hope it may prove satisfactory to our 
fends. and tend to promote the best interest of our 
country. 

I am. with respect, 
Your dhedient servant, 
THO. MORRIS. 
Messrs. T. J. Buchanan, John Brough, and David 
Todd, committee. &c. 








THE ARMY—OFFICIAL. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Adjutant General's Office, 
No. 3. Washington, Jan. 5, 1839. 


I. The regiments employed on active duty in 
Florida, and those arriving on the northern frontier, 
having received all the recruits enlisted since July, 
or that could be furnished, (the former 830, the lat- 
ter 442,) the superintendent will now take prompt! 
measures to despaich to the southwestern frontier, 
via New Orleans, the number of recruits required 
for the 3d and 4th regiments of infantry, at the foi- 





of the present administration?” 





lowing designated posts: 


of musicians required for each company, the super- 
intendent is authorized to increase the number of 
boys enlisted for the purpose of learning music at 


the principal depot. 

IV. The recruits enlisted at New Orleans for ihe 
3d and 4th regiments of infantry will be sent to re- 
imental headquarters (forts Jesup and Gibson) 
without delay: and the necessary measures wiil be 
taken by the recruiting cfficers, under direction of 
their respective coloneis, agreeably to regulations. 
Brevet major Lear, of the 4th infantry, now at Baton 
Rouge, will conduct the first detachinent intended 
for his regiment; for which service he will repair to 
New Orleans without delay. 

V. The men required to fill the ranks of the regi- 
ments serving on the northern frontiers, must now, 
for the most part, be recruited under the orders of 
the several commanding officers; for which purpose 
they are authorized to increase their interior stations 
to three. Itis expected that the recruiting service 
by posts along the frontier will be pushed by each 


reciuiting officer, and that all commanders will exert 


themselves to advance the service agreeably to regu. 
lations. In seleciing regimental recruiting stations, 
care must be taken not to interfere with places and 
sections of country occupied for the general service, 
nor establish any which may be too distant from the 
headquarters of the regiment. 

VI. One officer of the Ist, one of the 2d artillery, 
and one of the 8th infantry, will be detached for 
teinporary service in command of recruits, with 
orders from his colonel to report, in person, to lieut. 
col. Clark, the general superintendent, at New York. 

By order of major general MAcomB: 
R. JONES, adji. gen. 


GENERAL HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
ORDERS, Adjutant general’s office, 
No. 59. Washington, Dec. 24, 1838. 


I. A military board will assemble at the office of 
the general-in chief on Wednesday the 2G6ih instant, 
ut 11 o’clock, to consider the claim, and express its 
opinion thereon, of the assistant qhartermasters to 
precedence of rank as captains by commission in 
the quartermaster’s department, conferred by the 
president, by and with the advice and consent of the 
senate, since the passage of the act of July 5, “to 
increase the present military establishment of the 
United States;” and also to consider and express its 
opinion on such other matters touching the subject 
of dates of commission as may be laid before it. 

II. The secretary of war directs that the board be 
composed of the following officers: 

Major general Marah, commanding-in-chief, 

Bvt. brigadier general Fenwick, of the artillery, 

Colonel Croghan,* Insp. general, 

Colonel Toiten, Corps of Engrs. 

Lieut. col. Clarke, 8th infantry, 

Major Garland, Ist infantry, 

Bvt. major Erving, 4th artillery. 

By order of major general Macoms: 
R. JONES, adjt. gen. 

* Relieved. 





HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY, 
ORDERS, Adjutant general’s office, 
No. 60. Washington, Pec. 27, 1838. 
The general-in-chief calls the attention of the 
several cominanding officers of posts and stations 
to that part of the general regulations for the army, 
contained in article 19, paragraph 2 thereof, pre- 
scribing the ‘duties of commanding officers of 
posts and stations,” and directs a compliance with 
the same as early as practicable. The topographi- 
cal sketches referred to are deemed highly impor- 
tant, and are frequently called for by the secreta- 
ry of war, who wishes to be informed upon every 
subject connected with the condition of the fron- 
tiers; but, owing to the neglect of those officers 
who bave not complied with the regulations point- 
ing out their duties as commanders of pests, the 
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general-in-chief has not been able to satisfy the 
demands of the war department in reference to the 
topography of the country surrounding the posts on 
the frontiers. 
By order of ALEXANDER Macoms, 
Major general commanding-in-chief: 
ED. SCHRIVER, ass’t adj’t gen. 


GENERAL ORDERS, Adjutant general’s office, 
No. 1. . Washmgton, Jan. 1, 1839. 
First lieut. M. S. Miller, of the 3d regiment of 
artillery, is hereby appointed an aide-de-camp to 
the major general commanding-in-chief, vice first 
lieut. John N. Macomb, appointed first lieutenant 
of the corps of topographical engineers, Lieut. 
Macomb will report! to the colonel of topographical 
engineers, for orders. 
By order of major general Macoms: 
R. JONES, adj’t gen. 


GENERAL ORDERS, 2 Adjutant general’s office, 
No. 2. Washington, Jan. 2, 1839. 

1. Brevet major Belknap, 3d infantry, is assign- 
ed to the superintendence of the opening, &c. of 
the military road between the Arkansas and Red 
rivers, and will reportto the quartermaster general 
for instructions. 

2. The commanding officers of Forts Gibson, 
Smith and Towson, will furnish, on the regnisi- 
tions of major Belknap, such details from their 
respective infantry commands, as can be spared 
without serious injury to the service, to be employ- 
ed on the above duty. 

By order of major general Macoms: 
R. JONES, Adj’t. gen. 





OCCUPATION OF FLORIDA. 
The following bill has been reported to the senate 
by the committee on military aflairs, and is now 
ending in that body. It was accompanied by a 
etter from Dr. Lawson, surveyor general, which 
we subjoin: 

A bill to provide for the armed occupation and set- 
tlement of that part of Florida which is now over- 
run and infested by marauding bands of hostile 
Indians. 

Be it enacted, &c. That there shall be granted to 
the first White settlers not exceeding ten thousand 


parts of Florida, east of the Suwannee and south of 
Cape Sable, as shall be designated by the president 
of the United States, a bounty of three hundred and 
twenty acres of land each, upon the following con- 
ditions: 

First. The settlements to be in stations desig- 
nated by the commander of the United States troops 
in Florida, according to a general plan to be ap-} 
proved by the eine not less than forty nor more 
than one hundred settlers to be at each station, nor 
the stations to be nearer than ten miles to each 
other; each settler to provide himself with arms for 
his defence, and implemerts of husbandry to culti- 
vate the ground for his support, and to remain at his 
station until the Indians are removed, without being 
absent therefrom, except temporarily, for necessary 
supplies, or for objects connected with the subsist- 
ence, security, and defence of the station; and no 
settler shall absent himself from the district in 
which he may settle, as hereinafter defined, with- 
out leave from the commanding officer of the United 
States troops within the district. mee 

Second. Each settler to engage in the cultivation 
of grain and vegetables for his own support, or for 
sale to others, for which purpose the public land 
about the station may be freely used. 

Third. Each station to be protected by block- 
houses and stockades, to be put up by the settlers, 
with the aid of the United States troops. 

Fourth. Special military protection shall be given 
to each company of settlers while putting up their 
blockhouses, and a general protection will be after- 
wards given by the miliary force kept in the coun- 
try. 

Fifth. The officer of the United States troops 

reset at the establishment of the station shall re- 
port the names of the settlers to the commander of 
the troops, who shall report them to the secretary of 
war, with the day on which the settler arrived; a 
copy of which shall be evidence of the settlement. 
New settlers arriving after the establishment of the 
station, will report in person to the nearest United 
States officer immediately. The names of all the 
settlers shall be recorded in duplicate books, one 
book for the settlers in each district, as hereinafter 
laid off, and a copy thereof to be kept at the prin- 
cipal military station in each district. 

Sixth. Rations of bread, meat, and salt shall be 
allowed to the settlers south of the latitude of the 
mouth of the Wythlacoochee for one year, to be de- 
livered at the nearest depot on navigable water. 


jor staff, to verify the presence of the settlers and 


tlers south of the latitude of the mouth of the Wyth- 
lacoechee, to be applied for at the nearest military 

ost. 
' Sec. 2. 4nd be it further enacted, That at the re- 
turn of peace and the removal of the Indians, each 
settler who shall have complied with these condi- 
tions, or his widow and heirs at law, in the event 
of his death, shall be entitled toa bounty of three 
hundred and twenty acres of land, to be selected 
from any of the public lands in the district in which 
he settled, in the peninsula of Florida, or east of the 
Suwannee river or adjacent keys and islands; the 
said selection to be made by the settler according to 
priority of settlement, so that first settlers shall have 
first choices; but when two or more settlers in the 
same district shall have settled on the same day, 
pen of choice between them shall be decided by 
ot. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That the presi- 
dent shall cause frequent inspections to be made of 
the settlers at the stations by any officer of the line 


their compliance with the conditions of this act, and 
the actual condition of their arms and ammunition. 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That, as soon 
as the surveys can be safely cominenced, all the 
public lands east of the Suwannee, and also in the 
peuinsula of Florida and in the neighboring keys 
and islands, fit for cultivation, shall be surveyed; 
and land offices shall be opened for receiving, in ad- 
dition to their other duties, the entries of the set- 
tlers who can prove a compliance with the condi- 
tions mentioned in this act; and, to aid such proof, 
copies of the book containing the names of the set- 
Ulers shall be deposited in such offices. 

Sec. 5. And be it further enacted, That one land 
office shall be opened in the district of country north 
of the latitude of the mouth of the Wythlacoochee; 
another in the district south of that line, and north 
of a line drawn across the peninsula from the south- 
ern extremity of Tampa Bay; and a third in the 
district south of that line, and including the remain- 
cer of the peninsula; and the settlers within these 
respective districts shail each be confined to his 
ore district in selecting and entering his hounty 
and, 

Sec. 6. 2nd be it further enacted, That the bounty 
lands hereby granted shall be free of taxes, and un- 
alienable, even by judicial sale, until the patent 
issues, and also for one year thereafter; the said 

atent shall issue to the original settler, if alive, and 
if dead, it shali then issue to his heirs at law and 
widow, if he has left a widow, to be held and di- 
vided by them according to the laws of Florida; and 
every alienation of any such bounty land, even by 
judicial process, made before the issuance of the 
patent, or within one year thereafter, shall be pull 
and void; and the intrusive possessor, by virtue of 
any pretended sale, lease, devise, gift, or transfer, 
contrary to this act, may be turned out of possession 
at any time by an action of ejectment in the name 
of the original settler or of his widow and heirs at 
law, or any one or more of them, or in the name of 
any subsequent purchaser, after the said land be- 
comes legally alienable; and full damages shall be 
recovered in the same suit against the intrusive pos- 
sessor as a trespasser and disseizor. 
Sec. 7. And be it further enacted, That the privi- 
lege of settling under this act shall cease at an 
time that the president of the United States shall 
declare, by*proclamation, that the objects of this 
act have been accomplished and fulfilled; and any 
settier failing to eemply with the terms and con- 
ditions of this act shall forfeit all rights arising under 
the same. 


Surgeon general’s office, December 30, 1838. 
Sir: Your communication of the 28th instant, on 
the subject of an armed occupation and settlement 
of that part of Florida now overrun by the Indians, 
I have bad the honor to receive. 

In reply to your several interrogatories, show 
far it is possible to find land fit for cultivation for 
those settlers, especially towards the extremity of 
the peninsula? whether healthy positions can be 
had for stations; and what are the facilities of rais- 
ing grain and vegetables, and of getting fish and 
game for the support of the settlers?”’ I beg leave 
to present to you the following statement, as the 
result of my knowledge and experience, in relation 
to the matters submitted to my consideration. 
There is an extensive range of country and of very 
good land between: the cove of the Withlacoochee 
and Silver Spring branch, at the head of naviga- 
tion, on the Ochlawaha, and. there are many good 
tracts between those two rivers, extending to the 
Indian settlement called Pilaklikaha, where there 
is another body of good land. 

This section of country is capable of supporting 
several thousand inhabitants; there is a plenty of 








Seventh. Ammunition to he furnished to the set- 


game in it, and the rivers and lakes in the vicinity 








































































































afford fish in abundance, and, withal, it has the aq. | 


vantage of water communication by the Withlacoo 


waba and the St. Johns river with the Atlantic, | 
addition to these considerations, there are wa. 
healthy points in the country, particularly jn “e 
Py cca : e 
vicinity of Fort King; and here a large setile 
ment shouldbe made, as it will be the barrier he. 
tween the Indiansand the white settlements and 
constitute the base of ‘operations. 

There are some good lands on Talakchopto both 
near the head of the river where it is called Poss 
creek, and on the lower banks near the hea of 
Charlotte’s harbor. 

There are three or four good tracts on or near the 
banks of the Coloosa-Hatchee, particularly in the 
vicinity of Fort Thompson, at the great crossing of 
the river. Fish and game abanind I believe, in 
this region. I am not so satisfied as to the healthy). 
ness of this section of the country; but it should be 
occupied at all risks, as it is on the line of the near. 
est practicable route between the Gulf and the At. 
lantic side of the peninsula. 

A few good tracts can be gotten on the shores 
and on the islands within Marcus sound, near Cape 
Roman. 

There is a beautiful tract of land on Pavilion 
river, ten or twelve leagues southeast of Cape Ro. 
man, and some farcels of good land may be foun¢ 
on the banks of the Shark river, and on the shores 
of Lake Manitou, ten leagues still farther east. 

At Cape Sable there is a beautiful spot for 
military post and depot for a colony, which should 
be established on a prairie, running east and by 
north from that cape along the coast towards Cape 
Florida. This prairie runs immediately on the sea- 
shore for thirty-five miles, then turns a little north 
and to the interior of the country, extending per. 
haps twenty orthirty miles more in length. It ap. 
pears to be an inclined plain, falling imperceptibly 
from the seashore to the everglades, a distance of 
fifteen or twenty miles, to the interior of the coun. 
try. From what I saw of the products of the land 
on the cape and the islands in the vicinity, I am 
induced to believe that the soil of this prairie will 
produce in great perfection grain and vegetables of 
every kind, with sugar cane, cotton, &c. Through 
the prairie there are numerous clumps and groves 
of trees, which will afford both fuel and building 
timber for the settlers. The keys and sand bars 
in front of the cape make an excellent harbor for 
steamboats and sail vessels drawing from six to 
ten feet water. The waters along this coast are 
full of turtle and fish of every kind, and the prairie 
and woods around abound in game. 

The immediate site of Cape Sable is evidently 
healthy, as are almost all situations directly on the 
seaboard; and I have no doubt that healthy posi- 
tions can be gotten on the prairie, as the climate is 
delightful even in the summer season, from the 
prevalence of the sea breeze, or trade winds. 

There are also good tracts of land on New river, 
and a great body of it on Indian river, both on the 
Atlantic side of the peninsula; and near this last 
river,on St. Lucie’s sound, another settlement 
should be- made. This section of country, being 
within the influence of the sea atmosphere, should 
be healthy; fish aboundin the rivers and sounds 
about, and game perhaps is plenty in the country. 

The settlement on the Gulf side at Cape Sable, 
and onthe Atlantic side near Indian river, with 
the present military post at Tampa Bay, a small 
post at Punta Rossa, a blockhouse at or near Cape 
Florida, and another at Jupiter inlet, with the oc- 
casional assistance of a revenue cutter, will com- 
mand the whole coast, and cut off the intercourse 
between the Indians and Spanish fishermen, and 
hoatmen from the British isles; while the two set- 
tlements more in the interior of the country, with 
a military establishment somewhere on the middle 
ground between the Coloosa Hatchee and Indian 
river settlements, will bein position to control the 
Indians. 

I have, like yourself, arrived at the conclusion 
that the war with the Seminole Indians can be ter- 
minated in a shorter time, and at less cost, by an 
armed occupation of the country, than by the con- 
tinnance of a regular mode of warfare. Our al- 
mies have been for years engaged in hunting "p, 
pursuing, and killing a few Indians in each cal- 
paign; and, judging from the success we have l- 
ready bad, it will take five or ten years longer ‘0 
kill off those that still remain, andseem determin- 
ed to remain, in the country. The establishment 
vf military colonies, on the other hand, will 
change the system of warfare. Instead of the 
white men fighting the Indians in their natura 
fortresses, the Indians will have to come out an 
attack the whites within their lines of defence, and 
where the skill and intelligence of the civilized 
man can have its influence. We shall act on the 
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gerted in the last “Reeisrrr,” were submitted to 
Mhe house on Monday the 3ist ult. 


#d to communicate to this house a copy of a circular is- 
Sued by the comptroller, in the year 1821, and which is 


mmutions: 
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efensives and experience teaches us that we are 


etter at repelling an invasion than in making acon- 

t, The Indians will certainly attack our set- 
anaes and in each conflict, and in each succeed- 
s will lose more men than have fallen be- 


ae heavy columns marching through the 


got is the way that the western country was 


‘ the savages of that region. The pioneers 
grog! pitched their aa Alp and built their 
lockhotises throngh the country, and then fought 
ittle and worked a little, until the Indians, find- 
¢ that they could fot dislodge the white men, 
uiledaip stakes themselves, and retired beyond the 
‘ssissippi- 

yore will the Seminole Indians act, for they 
annot abide in the same country with the white 
van, As soon as they find that the white men have 
t themselves down near their favorite haunts, and 
e determined to hold on to the country through 
ummer and through winter, and for ever, they 
ill, after repeated unsuccessful efforts to destroy 
r drive off the settlers, in submission to their des- 
jny, surrender to the white man, and ask to be, 
smoved to the west. 

The proposed system of operations will have the | 
dvantage, too, of settling the country while the ' 
ar progresses; and by the time that the Indians 
ave retired from the country it will be under cul- 
ivation, and in a state to adinit at once of a great 
nflux of population. Whereas, under the present 
order of things, the immediate theatre of action 
vill be rendered still more desolate as the war con- 
inues; and the adjacent districts being also drained 
of their resources, the country will not bein a con- 
jition to receive a body of emigrants for twelve or 
ighteen mouths after the Indians have been cut 
of, or have been removed to their new country be- 

yond the Mississippi. 
I have the honor to be, 
Very respectfully, your obd’t servant, 
TH. LAWSON, surgeon general. 
The hon. Thomas H. Benton, 
Uniled States senator, Washington. 








CONGRESSIONAL. 
The following resolutions, in addition to those in- 


Mr. Bond offered the following resolution: 
Resolved, That the secretary of the treasury be direct- 


eferred to by the said secretary in his report to the pre- 
ident of the United States, dated 6:h November, 1838, 
relation to the default of Samuel Swartwout, late col- 
ector of the customs of the port of New York, being the 
same circular which, in said report, is alleged to have 
‘tended to remove a check on the collector.” And, also, 
oinform this house whether the bonds set forth in docu- 
ment No. 10, appended to said report, were included in 
ny return, bond account, or other account of said late 
ollector, communicated by him to the treasury depart- 
ent, and, if so included, at what time such returns or 
ccounts were communicated to said department. Aad, 
lso, whether three certain treasury warrants, amount- 
ng in the aggregate to thirty-nine thousand two hundred 
nd forty dollars and five cents, received by said late 
ollector, during the years 1834 and 1835, mentioned in 
paper No. 15, annexed to said report, appear in any 
huarterly or other account or retura rendered by said 
ollector to said department, and, if so, to communicate 
copy of such return or account to this house. 
Mr. B. asked that the resolution be considered at 
his time; and, objections having been made, mo- 
ed a suspension of the rule, but the motion was 
ejected. 


Mr. Prentiss, of Miss., offered the following reso- 


1, Resolved, That the power of designating the time, 
place,and manner, of elections for representatives, is ex- 
Pressly given, by the federal constitution, to the legisla- 
ures of the states, respectively, subject to no supervision 
Pr control, except by law of congress only; and that, in 
‘l€ exercise of this power, the state legislatures may con- 
stitutionally fix the time of election subsequent to the ex- 
ration of the congress preceding that for which such 
“ection is to be holden. 

2. Resolved, That neither the federal nor state ex- 
cutive can constitutionally anticipate, supersede, or 
ee the times of election as fixed by the state legis- 

es. 
3, Resolved, That this house has not the constitu- 
nn power, either legislative or judicial, wt its Own ac- 
alone, to annul, suspend, or impede, the operation 
Ol an act of a state legislature fixing the time, place, and 
Manner of election for representatives. 
Cs Resolved, ‘That no resolution or action of this 
31 Se can deprive the people of any state of their con- 
tutional right of electing representatives to congress at 
; ¢ (me designated for that purpose by the legislature of 
uch state; that the claim of such power, on the part of 
is house, would be a dangerous encroachment upon 
€ rights of the states, and its exercise a direct and pal- 


4 tional act of the legislature of the state of Mississippi, 


5. Resolved, That the constitutional jurisdiction of this 
house over the subject of representation is a limited one, 
embracing the questions of election, qualification, and 
return, only; and that, in judging of election, this bouse 
is bound to judge in accordance with the act ol the 
state legislature regulating the time, place, and manner 
thereof. 

6. Resolved, That, in accordance with a constitu- 


prescribing the time, place, and manner of election for 
representatives to congress, and in compliance with all 
the provisions of said act, an election was holden in No- 
vembér, 1837, for two representatives from said state to 
the 25th congress, at which election S. S. Prentiss and 
Thomas J. Word were duly elected, possessed the con- 
stitutional qualifications, and were duly and legally re- 
turned. 

7. Resolved, That the resolution of this house, adopt- 
ed on the 5th day of February last, denying to said Pren- 
tiss and Word seats in this house as members thereof, } 
was a dangerous attack upon the elective franchise, in 
derogation of the rights of the state of Mississippi, in 
violation of the constitution of the United States, and a 
mischievous example to future times. 

8. Resolved, therefore, That said resolution be, and 





the same is hereby, rescinded. 

Mr. Haynes said there were many important 

questions in these resolutions which required con- 
sideration. 
r. S. Williams inquired of the chair whether 
the mere fact of a single member rising in his seat, 
and stating that there were matters in the resolu- 
tions which required consideration, would subject 
those resolutions to be laid over under the words of 
the rule, which speak of resolutions ‘giving rise lo 
debate.”” Mr. Haynes said it was obvious that such 
resolutions could not pass without debate. The 
Speaker said that, under the rule, the resolutions 
would lie over. Mr. Prentiss said he was desirous 
to have the resolutions considered soon, as his own 
position was somewhat peculiar. He must, there- 
tore, move to suspend the rule, for the purpose, at 
least, of fixing a day certain for their considera- 
tion. 

And the question was then taken, and decided in 
the negative: ayes 59, noes not counted. 

So the rule was not suspended. 


Mr. Lyon rose and said he asked the permission 
of the house to present a letter received by him 
from a soldier of the revolution, who resided in his 
district, (Samuel Earle,) enclosing $157 in conti- 
nental money. The writer stated rn his letter that 
he had served as a regular soldier during the war of 
the revolution, and had received for his services, at 
the close of the war, only $200 in continental mo- 
ney, a part of which he enclosed. He stated, fur- 
ther, that he was in indigent circumstances; was 
upon the pension list at the rate of $80 a year, but 
that this sum was not sufficient for his support, and 
that he had received no bounty land. 

Mr. L. said he was charged by this old soldier to 
present the money enclosed to congress, accompa- 
nied by his respects, and with a request that the 
amount, with interest, might be paid to him. 

He presented the letter, together with the money, 
and offered the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the communication from Samuel 
Earle, a soldier of the revolution, enclosing the sum of 
one hundred and fifty-seven dollars in continental mo- 
ney, be referred to the committee on revolutionary 
claims, with instructions to inquire into the nature and 
extent of his claim, and into the expediency of increas- 
ing his rate of pension. 

he following resolutions were handed to the re- 
porter: 

On motion of Mr. Tillinghast, 

Resolved, That the committee on the post office and 
post roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of reducing and so regulating posiages on letters and 
papers carried by mail as to make the same payable in 
money of the United States, dispensing with fractional 
parts of cents. 

On motion of Mr. Harper, 

Resolved, That the committee on public lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of reducing the 
number of land offices in the state of Ohio. 

On motion of Mr. Joseph I. Williams, 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary in- 
quire into the expediency of providing by law for the 
holding of a special term of the circuit court of the Uni- 
ted States for the district of East Tennessee, at Knox- 
ville, on the third Monday of April next, by the district 
judge of said district, at which term to hear and try all 
issues and matters cognizable at the regular term of said 
court; and that said committee inquire, also, into the ex- 
pediency of authorizing the judges of the circuit courts 
of the United States to direct said courts to be adjourn- 
ed over to some future day, designated in a written order 
to the clerk of either of said courts, in case of the preva- 
lence of a dangerous and general disease at the place 
where said court is usually hoiden; and that the ad- 
journment over, by the clerk, in the absence of the 
judges, shall have the same force and effect as if the 
judges had been present. 

On motion of Mr. Henry, 





Pable violation of the constitution. 


Resolved, That the committee on the post office and 


post roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of so changing or modilying the law with relation to 
postage, that all public newspapers shall be earried in 
the mail free of ail charge within the limits of the coun- 
ties where they are respectively printed and published. 

On motion of Mr. Stone, 

Resolved, ‘Yhat that the committee on military affairs 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of increas- 
ing the pay of the volunteers or draughted militiamen, 
who are now, or who inay hereafter, be called into the 
service of the United S:ates.. Also, those who are or 
may have been employed by the general government for 
the purpose of renvoving the Cherokees out uf the states 
of Georgia, North Carvlina, ‘Tennessee, and Alabama, 
and settling them west of the Mississippi, as well as 
those volunteers who have just returned home from the 
Florida war. Also, to provide by law for the payinent 
of all horses and their equipage at their first valuation, 
which have either been turned over to the quartermas- 
ter’s department by order of general Jesup, or which 
have been lost by death, or become unfit for use on ac- 
count of the government having failed to furnish forage 


sufficient to sustain them. 

On motion of Mr. Harlan, ‘ 

Resolved, ‘That the committee on the post office and 
post roads inquire into the expediency of reporung a 
bill to abolish postage on newspapers and _ periodi- 
cal publications. 

On motion of Mr. Fletcher, of Massachusetts, 

Resolved, ‘That the committee on the judiciary be in- 
structed to inquire in the expediency of amending the 
law in relation to the pay of jurors attending upon the 
courts of the U, States. 

Which resolution, together with a communication 
from the marshal of the U. States for the district of 
Massachusetts and of the jurors attending in the 
circuit court in said district, was referred to said 
committtee. 

On motion of Mr. Foster, 

Resolved, Tnat the secretary of the treasury be in- 
structed to report to this house the amount of money 
due to the goveinment from the late deposite banks, on 
account of the public moneys on deposite with then at 
the time of their late suspension of specie payments, 
specifying the name and place of business of each bank, 
the amount due from each, and how secured, and when 
(by the terms of any agreement) payinents are to be 














made to the government. 





On motion of Mr. Childs, 

Resolved, That the committee on the post office and 
post roads be instructed to inquire into the expediency 
of regulating the postage on letters, so as to conform 

| the same to the rates recommended to the last congress 
by the postmaster general. 
| On motion of Mr Yorke, 

Resolved, That the committee on commerce be in- 
| structed to inquir: into the expediency of making an 
| appropriation for the erection of a breakwater on Crow 
| Shoals, at Cape May Roads, in the Delaware bay. 

On motion of Mr. McKennan, 
| Resolved, That the committee of ways and means 
| be insiructed to inquire into the expediency of making 
an appropriation tur the erection of guard fences on the 
Cumberland road east of the Ohio, and for refunding’ 
to the commissioncrs of Maryland, Pennsyivania, and 
Virginia, the sums advanced out of the tolls received 
for the completion of toll-houses and toll-gates on tke 
said road; and alsy for widening the said road at “Down- 
ward Spring,” on the western side of Laurel Hill, in 
Fayette county, Pennsylvania; and that house docu- 
ment No. 134, 2d session 25th congress, be referred to 
the said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Wagener, 

Resolved, That the committee on military affairs be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of repealing so 
much of an act approved March 2, 1833, “to improve 
the condition of the non-commissioned officers and pri- 
vates of the army and marine corps of the United States, 
and to prevent desertion,” which revives the punish- 
ment of stripes and lashes for that offence, and the 
rules and articles for the government of the armies of 
the United States, which authorize the infliction of cor- 
poral punishment by stripes or lashes. 

On motion of Mr. Morgan, , 

Resolved, That the committee on revolutionary pen- 
sions be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so 
exiending the provisions of the aet of congress enti- 
tled “an act supplementary to the act for the relief of 
certain surviving officers and soldiers of the revolution,” 
passed June 7, 1832, as to provide for the term of five 
years only a peasion for all such officers and soldiers of 
the United States and militia of the states as were en- 
gaged in the Indian wars, between the years 1733 and 
the treaty of Grenville with the Indians, in the year 
1795, : 

On motion of Garland, of. Virginia, 

Resolved, That the committee on naval affairs be in- 
structed to inquire‘into the expediency of constructing 
steam ships for the naval service of the United States. 

On motion of Mr. J. Graham, 

Resolved, That the committee on military affairs 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of authorizing 
the militia to be called into the public service for a 
longer term than turee months; and that they extend 
the term of service to twelve months, if they shall be so 
long required. 

Resolved, further, That said committee inquire into 
the expediency of increasing the pay of militia soldiers 
to eight dollars per month. 
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On motion of My. Legare, 

Resolved, That the committee on naval affairs, to 
which was referred the memorial of the Charleston 
chamber of commerce in relation to nautical schools, be 
requested to take the subject into consideration, and 
report thereon in the course of the session. ; 

Mr. Piokéns offered the following resolution, 
which under the rule, lies over one day: 

Resolved, That the 16th joint rule shall not be repeal- 
ed at any period of the session, except by the vote of 
two-thirds of this house. 3 Bie Las) 

Mr. Southgaie submitted the following joint re- 
solution, which was read, aud laid upon the table: 

Resolved, Fc. (two thirds of each house concurring 
therein,) That the following amendment to the const- 
tution of the United States be submitted to legislatures 
of the several states, which, when ratified by the legisl!a- 
tures of three fourths of the states, shall form a part of 
the constitution of the United States, to wit: 

That if any officer of the United States shall embez- 
zle, ortn any Way convert to his own use, the money of 
the United States confided to his care, he shall, on con- 
viction thereof before any of the courts of the United 
States, by the verdict of a jury and the judgment of the 
court, be declared shereats er incapable of holding any 
ofiice of honor, trust, or profit, under the United Siates, 
or of exercising the right of suffrage. 

‘Mr. Underwood submitted the following joint re- 
solution, which was read, and Jaid upon the table: 

Resvlved, §c. That the president of the United States 
be requested to open a correspondence with the go- 
vernment of the confederacy of Central America on 
the subject of connecting the commerce of the Gulf of 
Mexico with that of the Pacific ocean by means of a 
railroad or a canal, or both, and the propriety of au- 
thorizing the construction of a railroad or canal by the 
united capital of the citizens of the two countries. 

Resolved, That the president be requested to enter 
into treaty stipulations with said government, providing 
sul‘able guaranties for the protection of the interests of 
our citizens who may invest capital in the construction 
of such railroad or canal. 

Resolved, Tat the president be requested to depute 
some one or more officers of the engineer corps to 
survey any route or routes for a railroad or canal con- 
necting the Gulf and Pacific: provided, said government 
consent thereto. 

On motion of Mr. W. B. Campbell, 

Resolved, That the committee on public lands be 
Instructed to inquire into the expediency of satisfying 
the bounty land warrants of soldiers of the late war, 
either in serip, or by laying off a district of the public 
lands for the location of such warrants. 

On motion of Mr. W. B. Campbell, 

Resolved, That the committee of claims be instructed 
to inquire into the expediency of passing a law for the 

ayment of the staff of the governor of the state of 

‘ennessee, while engaged in mustering and organizing 
into regiments the Tennessee volunteers called into the 
service of the United States, in the summer of the year 
1838, for the Cherokee country. 

Ou motion of Mr. Shields, 

Resolved, 'That the committee on the public lands be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency. of changing 
the law ielative to issuing, examining and signing land 
patents; and whether the duties now performed by the 
signer of patents may not be properly assigned to the 
commissioner of the general land office. 

On motion of Mr. Ewing, 

Resolvel, That the committee of claims be instructed 
toinquire into the expediency of abridging its onerous 
duties by reviving such sections of the act passed the 
9ih day of April, 1816, entitled “an act to authorize 
payment for properiy lost, captured, or destroyed du- 
ring the jast war” as may be deemed proper, and to 
embrace horses lust and private property consumed by 
mounted rangers and militia and volunteers, in the au- 
thorized campaigns of 1811, previous to the formal de- 
claration of war, in 182; also, into the expediency of au- 
thorizing and granting to the officers and privates in the 
service of the United States, as rangers, volunteers, and 
militia, for six months altogether, from and after the 
date of the order given to the army to embédy and 
march to ‘Tippecanoe, in 1811, to the end of the war, 
scrip sufficient to enter a tract of public land, each ap- 
portioned according to rank.” 

On motion of Mr. Allen, of Ohio, 

Resolve, 'I'hat the committee on commerce be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of making an 
appropriation for the commencement of a breakwater 
at the harbor of Clevéland in the state of Ohio, on the 
plan suggesied in the report of capt. Henry Smith, on 
the files of the war department. | 

On motion of Mr. Corwin, 

Resolved, That the committee on public lands be 
instructed to inquire and report to this house what 
quantity of land, if any, is due to the several townships 
in the state of Ohio, within the territory purchased by 
the United S:ates of the Indian tribes since March 3, 
1803; and what further legislation, if any, is necessary 
toenable said townships to obtain the benefit of the 
grant of said lands, as provided in the act of congress, 
approved March 3, 1803, entitled “an act in addition 
to, and in modification of, the propositions contained in 
the act entitled ‘an act to enable the people of the east- 
ern division of the territory northwest of the river Ohio, 
to form a constitution and state government, and for 
the admission of such state into the union on an equal 
footing with the original states, and for other purpo- 
Bes. 








On motion of Mr. Hamer, 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be in- 
strveted to inquire into the expediency of increasing 
the salary of the judge of the district of Ohio. 

On motion of Mr. Johnson, of Louisiana, 

Resolved, That the secretary of war report to this 
house the progress made in the construction of Fort 


Livingston, at Grande Terre, Louisiana; the sum ex-" 


pended on the said work; the amount yet applicable to 
the object, and, also, the eauses which retarded the 
completion of the said fortification. 

Resolved, That the committee on the judiciary be in- 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of reducing 
the fees allowed by law to the clerks, marshals, and 
district attorneys of the United States courts for the 
state of Louisiana, so as to correspond with the fees 
allowed in tiie state courts of said state for similar ser- 
vices. 

On motion of Mr. Garland, of Louisiana, 

Resolved, That the committee on private land claims 
be instructed to inquire into the expediency of provi- 
ding by law for the adjustment of all unsettled land 
claims in Louisiana, particularly the claims of the 
baron Bastrop, the marquis de Maison Rouge, Elisha 
Winters, and others, Davenport Bar and others, the 
claims derived from the Spanish government in that 
part of Louisiana eastuf the Mississippi and the island 
of Orleans called Florida, whilst said governmeat was 
in actual possession of said territory, and all other 
claims tliat have been presented tothe proper officers, 
and by them recommended for confirmation, or which 
have not been acted on by said officers sitce the date; 
and that all the documents on file relating thereto be 
referred to the said committee. 

On motion of Mr. Dunn, 

Resolved, 'That the committee on public lands be in- 
etructed to inquire into the expediency of previding by 


law for the issue of land scrip for the satisfaction of 


such warrants for bounty lands as have issued or may 
hereafter issue for sondladanatty or other military ser- 
vices. 

On motion of Mr. Word, 

Resolved, 'That the select committee on the public 
lands be instructed to inquire into the expediency of so 
amending the laws relating to the disposition of said 
lands as to restrict the sales of the same to bona fide 
settlers thereon, and also tu limit the purchase by the 
same individuals to one section of land at mest, and 
that said committee report thereon. 

On motionof Mr. Evans, 

Resolved, 'That the committee on the post office and 
post-roads be insiructed to inguire into the expediency 
of authorizing, under suitable regulations, postmasters 
to receive, in addition to the posiage now payable, such 
amount of letiers carried by mail destined to be sent 
abroad, as may be required to be paid to packets or 
steam ships for their transportation to foreign ports, and 
such amount also as may be requ‘red to be paid for 
their transmission in foreign countries; which additional 
amount shall be paid by the pustmaster of the port from 
which such packets or ships may sail to the agents or 
persons by whom such letters may be forwarded. 

The following resolution was submitted by Mr. 
Underwood, on the 3d inst. - 

Resolved, ‘That the secretary of war be directed to 
communicate to this house. as speedily as practicable, 
all the facts touching the defalcation of gen. Charles 
Gratiot, late chief engineer, showing the time when he 
was first a defaulter, and for what sum, what orders 
were given stopping his pay in consequence of his de- 
fault, and what orders were given him directing the 
settlement of his accounts, and when, together with all 
correspondence on the files or books of his office rela- 
tive to said Gratiot’s defalcation. 

And that the secretary of war be directed to com- 
municate to this house, assoon as convenient, all facts 
aud correspondence relative to the defalcation of any 
and every civil or mi’stary disbursing agent or officer 
now in service, either in the staff or line, subject to the 
orders of the war department, who has failed, within 
the last two years, for a longer period than two months, 
to settle his accountsin the manner prescribed by law, 
or who, upon settlement, has been iind in arrears to 
the government, and has failed to pay over tlie balance 
against him when demanded. : 

On Friday, the 4thinstant, Mr. Tuliaferro, from 
the committee on revolutionary claims, reported the 
following preamble and resolutions: 

Whereas the continental congress of the then con- 
federacy of the United States did, by a resolution, un- 
der date of the 30th day of September, in the year 
1780, recommend to the several states of the confed- 
eracy of the Federal union having claims to western 
lands, a liberal surrender thereof, as a common fund, 
in aid of establishing the public credit, and to discharge 
the debt incurred by the then existing war with Greut Bri- 
tain: : 

And whereas the state of Virginia, responding to the 
said recommendation of congress, did, on the 2d day 
of January, by an act of her legislative assembly, adopt 
and submit to congress, for their considexation and 
acceptance, the terms and conditions on which that 
state would surrender to the United States, for the pur- 
poses aforesaid, all the lands within the chartered boun- 
daries of Virginia, north and west of the river Ohio: 

And whereas congress, having the said terms and 
conditions of cession proposed by the state of Virginia 
under consideration, resolved, on the — day of Sep- 





tember, 1783, to accept the same, with the exc¢ . 
only of a stipulation in said terms of cession, me ’ 
ing the United States te guaranty to Virginia the : 
due of her western territory lying south and east oj , 
river Ohio: : ee 

And whereas the state of Virginia, assenting to j 
proposed exclusion from her terms of cession, did, j 
































































































|an act of her legislative pay ores authorize her j, 
e 


delegates in congress to execute t contemplated ¢p, 
of cession; whereupon, and in virtue of the ful] DOW 
vested in them, the said delegates, then present , 
on the first day of March, 1784, execute a conveys 3 
to the United States for all the lands to which Vito 
had claim north and west of the river Ohio, acco,¢. 
to the original terms and conditions proposed py j 
ginia to congress for the cession therecf, with A, 
ception only of the guaranty aforesaid, proposed 
congress to be excluded therefrom, and assented jy 
Virginia, as aforesaid: 

And whereas the original terms and conditions y 
posed by Virginia, and assented to by congress, for, 
cession of that state of allt her lands north and weg 
the river Ohio, imposed the following obligations , 


} CONLTESS: 


First. That provided the state of Virginia had no; 
served a sufficient quantity of good land on the go, 
east side of the river Ohio, to satisfy the land boyy 
promised by Virginia to her officers and soldiers \, 
served in the continental line of the army, end y; 
served in her own state establishment, that congr 
should make up such deficiency out of good |jy 
lying between the Scioto and Miami rivers. 

Secondly. The aforesaid terms and_ conditions 
cession provide, and it is also expressed in the deg 
“That all the lands within the territory hereby cede 
to the United States, and not reserved or appropriay 
to any of the before mentioned purposes, or disposed ; 
in bounties to the officers and soldiers of the Americ, 
army, shall be considered a common fund {or the s¢ 
use and benefit of such of the United States as hay 
become, or shall become, members of the coniederaig 
or federal alliance of the said states, Virginia inclusiy 
according to their respective proportions of the gener 
charge and expenditure; and shall be fatthfully « 
bona fide disposed of for that purpose, and for no othe 
use or purpuse whatever?” 

Resolved, That the select committee to whom thy 
art of the report of the secretary ef the treasury in». 
ates to the public lands was referred, be instructed y 
inquire and report, first, whether the conveyance of tip 
lands above referred to by Virginia to the United Sag 
is not a conveyance in trust for the specific objecsa. 
pressly enumeraied in the deed of cession. 4 

Secondly. Whether those objects have been sais 


ed, and especially whether congress, ont of the ced 


territory, has made provision for the deficit of good lin 
on the southeast side of the Ohio river, to satisfy the lan 
bounty promised by the state of Virginia to the office 
and soldiers of the Virginia line on continental estails 
ment, and on her own state establishment; if not, wig 
provision ought to be promptly made for that purpos 
Thirdly. What quantity of the ceded ternitoryh 
been, or the proceeds thereof, devoted and applied 
wards the specific objects enumerated in thie deel! 
cession; and what quantity of the said territory has be 
devoted to uses and purposes not comprehended i 
terms and conditions of cession. Finally, if it shally 
pear that there will be a surplus of land in the cett 
territory, beyond what is required to satisfy the objet 
and purposes specially enumerated in the origina! ta 
and conditions in pursuance of which the deed oi 
sion was executed, whether congress is not bount! 
the manifest intention of that deed, to provide i 
prompt and “bona fide” distribution of the proceeds 
the remaining lands, including the value of so mul 
of those lands, if any, as may have bcen dev 
to purposes not warranted by the deed, amongst! 
states of the Union, according to the ratio of distribut 
specified in the deed of cession, for the sole use and) 
nefit of the said states. And that the committee lt 
leave to report by bill, or otherwise. 
Which, having been read, were referrec to 
select committee on the public lands, and wert! 


dered to be printed. 


On Friday the 4th instant, 

The Speaker laid before the house a report fm 
the secretary of war, on the petition of Elizabetl' 
Bell, referred to him on the 11th May last. 

Also, a letter from the secretary of state, sta 
that no report has been received, at the departm 
of state, from the commissioners appointed to 
vey and run the boundary between the state 
Missouri and the territory of Iowa, called for! 
the house on the 31st December ult. | 

Also, a letter from the secretary of state, tra 
mitting a list of names of the persons employté 
clerks in the department of state, in the year * 
with the compensation of each. 

Also, a letter from the secretary of the treas 
transmitting a report from the comptroller of ' 
treasury, in answer to a call of the house of § 
31st December ult. for information in relatio? 
the circular of the comptroller issued in the J 
1821, and in relation to certain bonds and watl® 
referred to in the documents accompanying 
president’s message in relation to the a 
Samuel Swartwout, late collector of New Yor*- 
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TWENT Y-FIFTH CONGRESS. 
THIRD SESSION. 


commitlee appointed to inquire into the char - 
sailed against P. K. Lawrence, judge of the 
sed States district court of the state of Loutstana. 
Jehason, of Louisiana, Mr. Pope, Mr. Whiitle- 
"Mr. Campbell, of South Carolina, Mr. Qwens, 
” Calhoun, of Mass., Mr. Dromgoole.] 


SENATE. 

January 5. The Vice President communicated 
the senate a letter from the state department, 
swing the number of clerks and the amount of 
ir salaries and duties forthe past year. 

4lso, from the same department, in compliance 
th a resolution of March last, calling for the 
mber of suits in the circuit courts of the United 


ates. i 
Also, from the treasury department, in obedience 
a resolution of the 31st ultimo, calling for corres- 
ndence between the treasury department and the 
nks of North America and of New York in 1798. 
Also, in obedience to a resolution of the 20th 
t. showing plats of the land through which the 
ount Carmel and New Albany railroad passes. 
Also, from the same department, statements 
owing the condition of the incorporated banks of 
e District of Columbia. 

Petitions and memorials were next preseated,. 
mong which was the following; 

By Mr. Mouton: From the citizens of New Or- 
aus, asking congress to. make grants of land for 
he purpose of the speedy completion of the Mount 
armel and New Albany railroad. 

Mr. Linn introduced a bill authorizing the por- 
ge land company to enter certain lands at govern. 
nent prices adjacent to Wisconsin and Fox rivers, , 
the territory of Wisconsin. 

Mr. Walker gave notice that he should to-mor- 
wask leave to introduce a bill to transfer to the 
ate of Maryland the stock held by the govern- 
ent in the Chesapeake and Ohio canal company. 
Resolutions were introduced by Mr. Benton and 
fr. Williams, of Maine, in relation to inquiry into 
rivate claims. 

‘The bill for the relief of Sarah Angel and other 
eirs at law of Benjamin King, deceased, was con- 
dered in committee of the whole, and ordered to 
e engrossed for a third reading. 


The report from the committee on the contin- 
ent fund ef thesenate, appropriating seats in the 
allery for certain reporters, was taken up, when a 
ebate arose, in which Messrs. Knight, Preston, 
ting, Buchanan, and Niles took part. On motion 
f Mr. Niles, the report was indefinitely postponed, 
s fellows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
lay, of Ala., Fulton, Hubbard, King, Mouton, Nicho- 
ns, Niles, Pierce, Roane, Smith, of Conn., Strange, 
“te i ai Williams, of Me., Williams, of M1. 
right—20. 

NAYS—Messrs. Clay, of Ky., Clayton, Crittenden, 
avis, Foster, Knight, Yorvell, 


inn, Lyon, Morris, N 
rentiss, Preston, Rives, Robbins, Robinson, Smith, 
f la. Swift—17. 
Towards the close of the debate, Mr. Knight 
aid that this memorial was presented to the senate 
by several. gentlemen, who state that they are 
eporters of the proceedings of congress, and pray 
hat they may have some place assigned them 
n the gallery, or any other convenient place. 
his memorial (said Mr. K.) was referred to a 
ommittee of the senate. The committee supposed 
hat the object referred to them was, to select a con- 
enient and proper place for these reporters. ‘They 
ave done so, and have reported that the front seat 
n the east gallery, on the right of the president's 
hair, isa place suitable for them; and they have 
so reported the resolution now under considera- 
lon, assigning it to their use. The committee do 
ot propose to assiga to these reporters the whole of 
ue front seat, as is supposed by some senators; 
either does the resolution direct that the present 
eporters who are accommodated on the floor of the 
Senate shall be removed to the gallery. No, sir, 
hey will remain where they are. It permits these 
Petitioners to have a place on a part of the front 
Seat “ the gallery for their use. The committee 
lid not consider these memorialists as slanderers 
add venal letter writers, as stated by the senator 
from Connecticut, but viewed them in the character 
of reporters. 

It is for the senate to decide whether we shall be 
Shut up in this room, and transact the business of 

€ nation, or whether we shall let our doings be 
known to the world through the instrumentality of 
reporters. 

y intention, Mr. President, is only to vindicate 

the committee, not to follow the wide range taken 
in this debate, but to consider the resolution before 





he senate, and whether these reporters shall have 


a place assigned to them or not. These memorial- 
ists are represented in their memorial as reporters of 
the proceedings of congress; they have signed their 
names to the memorial, and have given the naines of 
the public papers they report for; they are papers at 
a distance from this place. 

It isnot presumed that these persons will give 
long and detailed reports of the debates of senators, 
but they will give a synopsis of the transactions of 
the senate in a manner as acceptable to the public as 
the reports of whole speeches; they will give the 
substance, and save the time of reading column af- 
ter column of a newspaper to find it. ‘hey will no 
doubt report facts as truly as the present reporters. 
Although they may give only a synopsis, yet it will 
contain much of the doings of the senate, and in a 
inode similar toa New York correspondent of the 
National Intelligencer. We all see ina simail cor- 
ner of that paper, in a condensed form, much of the 
information we should get by reading a yard square 
newspaper; all the principal events are related that 
occur; and these reperts will be similar, and will 
be diffused sooner than the ordinary reports publish- 
ed here. If these reporters have places assigned 
them, they will feel their responsibility, and they 
will not be those vile slanderers and venal letter 
writers that gentlemen suppose, nor were they so 
considered by the committee. 

‘The unfinished business of yesterday was taken 
up, viz. the resolution calling on the president to 
furnish any information in relation to any corres- 
pondence between the secretary of war and officers 
or agents of the Bank of the United States, when 

Mr. Niles rose in reply to Mr. Rives’s speech of 
yesterday, and addressed the senate til four o’clock. 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, then moved to postpone 
the further consideration of this business till Tues- 
day next, that the bill for the graduation of the pub- 
lic lands might be taken up oa Monday; which mo- 
tion was carried, and the senate adjourned. 


January 7. The Vice President communicated 
to the senate a report from the secretary of the trea- 
sury, in obedience to a resolution of the 4th inst., 
calling for information in relation to the modes of 
collecting and disbursing public money in foreign 
countries. 


present condition of the Memphis road. 

Mr. White communicated to the senate informa- 
tion addressed to him as chairman of the committee 
on Indian affairs, stating the necessity of an addi- 
tional number of clerks. Also, in relation to offi- 
cers disbursing public money, and devising a plan 
relative to disbursing agents. Also, asking an ap- 
propriation for transmitting vaccine matter to cer- 
tain Choctaws, Chickasaws, and other Indians. 

A number of memorials from individuals praying 
for relief, were presented and referred. 

Mr. Tipton, from the committee on roads and ca- 
nals, introduced a bill granting to the state of In- 
diana a certain quantity of land, for the purpose of 
making a road trom New Albany, in Indiana, to 
Mount Carmel, in the state of Illinois. 

Mr. Walker, agreeably to notice, submitted a bill 
to authorize the transfer, on certain conditions, to 
the state of Maryland, of the stock held by the Uni- 
ted States in the Chesapeake and Ohio canal. 

Mr. W., on asking leave to introduce this bill, 
said that on the 9th of April last, the senate, on his 
motion, had.adopted a resolution calling upon the 
secretary of the treasury for information as to the 
dividends received, and present market value of the 
stock held by the United States in various canal 
companies. To this call the secretary of the trea- 
sury had responded in a statement, showing that 
the government never had received any dividend 
from its stock in the Chesapeake and Ohio canal 
company; that the stock is much below par, and 
that it is doubtful whether it can be converted into 
money at any price. Mr. W. said, as this stock 
was yielding nothing to the government, and could 
not be sold for money, he was willing to transfer it 
for a reasonable equivalent to the state of Maryland. 
This equivalent was, that the state of Maryland 
should cause, within a specified period, this canal 
to be completed to the Ohio river, and that, when 
completed, the canal, throughout its entire distance, 
should be forever free for the transportation of any 
property, troops, or seamen, of the United States, 
without the payment of any toll or charge what- 
ever. This bill then involved the exercise of no 
doubtful or disputed constitutional power, but sim- 
ply proviced for the sale, for a reasonable equivalent, 
of this stock to the state of Maryland. 

On motion of Mr. Norvell, 

Resolved, That the committee on public lands be in- 
structed to inquire into the expediency of granting to tlhe 
state of Michigan one hundred giousand acres for the 
purpose of making a canal around the falls of St. Mare, 
to connect the navigation of lake Huron with lake Su- 
perior. 











On motion of Mr. Allen, 

Reselved, That the committee for the District of Co- 
lumbia inquire whether the banks of this District have 
conformed with the law of congress, passed 31st May 
1838, and especially whether they have ever,in an y man- 
ner, evaded or atiempted to evade the conditions of said 
law by using the notes or bills of corporations or compa- 
nies of a less denomination than that which they are al- 
lowed to use of their own notes. 

The bill from the house of representatives for the 
relief of Pamela Brown, widow of the late general 
Brown, was read and referred. 

Tie bill for the relief of Sarah Angel and the heirs 
at law of Benjamin King, deceased, was read a third 
time and passed. 

The bill for the relief of sundry citizens of Arkan- 
sas, who lost their improvements in consequence of 
a treaty between the United States and the Choctaw 
Indians, was considered in committee of the whole, 
and ordered to be engrossed for a third reading. 

The bill making an appropriation for the support 
of the penitentiary in the District of Columbia, was 
ordered to be engressed for a third reading. 

The bill to establish a criminal court in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia, was taken up, and, at the sugges- 
tion of Mr. Roane, was passed by fer the present, in 
order that certain amendments might be introduced 
which were not yet printed. 

Also, the bill for the relief of James H. Clarke was 
postponed to take up the special order of the day. 

The senate resumed the consideration of the bill to 
reduce and graduate the price of the public lands. 
The question being on the amendment reported by 
the committee on the public lands, in pursuance of 
their instructions, restricting the -benefits of ‘the bill 
to actual settlers on the lands purchased at reduced 
prices under the bill— 

Mr. Clay, of Alabama, moved (from the commit- 
tee) to amend this amendment by a proviso to allow 
residents in the new states to purcliase lands adja- 
tig to their farms at the reduced prices under the 
bill. 

Mr. C-ay, of Alabama, having explained and ad- 
vocated this amendinent to the amendment, 

A debate followed on the merits of the amend- 
ments and the bill, in which Messrs. Clay, of Ken- 


|tucky, Walker, Smith, of Indiana, and Reane, parti- 
Also, from the secretary of war in relation to the | cipated. 


* 


On motion of Mr. Crittenden, (without any vote,) 
The senate adjourned. 


January 8. The Vice President communicated to 
the senate a letter from the secretary of the trea- 
sury, in obedience tu a resolution of the 11th May 
last, containing a statement of the value of imports, 
and the amount of duties which had accrued there- 
on, since the 10th May, 1838, to the 10th May, 
1838. 

Also, in obedience to a resolution of the 12th 
May last, asking whether certain exiled Poles had 
complied with the conditions of their grant, &c. 
containing a report from the general land office. 

Also, from the war department, in obedience to 
a resolution of the 2d instant, asking information in 
relation to the accounts of certain Alabama volun- 
teers who lost their horses in the war with the Se- 
minole Indians. 

A number of memorials were presented, and re- 
ferred, which will be noticed hereafter. 

Several committees made reports upon petitions 
from individuals, and the following bills were read 
a third time and passed: 

The bill forthe reliefof Thomas Blanchard. The 
bill for the relief of sundry citizens of Arkansas, 
who lost their improvements in consequence cf a 
treaty with the Choctaws. The bill for the support 
of the penitentiary in the District of Columbia. 
Che bills to establish a criminal court in the Dis- 
trict of Columbia and the bill for the relief of James 
H. Clarke were passed over informally. The bill 
further to regulate the transportation cf the mail by 
railroads was considered in committee of the whole, 
and ordered to be engrossed fora third reading. 

The bill to graduate and reduce the price of the 
public lands was then taken up, when Mr. Crilten- 
den addressed the senate, and was followed by Mr. 
Young, Mr. Clay, of Alabama, Mr. Clay, of Ky. and 
others. 

Mr. Merrick moved that the senate adjourn, but 
withdrew it al the suggestion of Mr. Allen, on 
whose motion the senate went into executive ses- 
sion. - When the doors were reopened, a short dis- 
cussion ensued on the printing of a certain docu- 
ment from the land office, in relation to the public 
lands, between Messrs. Walker and Merrick; when 
the senate adjourned. y 


January 9. Mr. Prentiss presented resolutions 
of the state of Vermont, instructing the senators 
and requesting the representatives to use their in- 
iluence in their respective houses to carry into effect 
ibe same, viz. To prevent the annexation of Texas, 
and to procure the abolition of slavery and the slave 
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trade between the several states and territories; and 
also declaring that the adoption by the house of re- 
presentatives of the resolution of the 21st December 
last was a daring infringement of the rights of the 
people to petition, and a flagrant violation of the 
constitution of the United States, and protesting, in 
the name of the people of Vermont, against the 
passage of the same, or any similar proposition. 

The question of receiving these resolutions hav- 
ing been raised, Mr. Bayard moved to lay that ques- 
tion on the table. Mr. Prentiss said these resolu- 
tions were from the legislature of Vermont, and 
came in the fori of instructions to the Vermont 
delegation. He desired that they might be read, 
that the senate might more fully judge of their 
character. Mr. Bayard said, as this matter was 
froin a sovereign state, he withdrew the motion to 
lay the question of thei: reception on the table. 
The resolutions having been read, Mr. Prentiss 
moved that the resolutions be laid on the table and 

rinted. At the call of Mr. Foster, this motion 

aving been divided, the motion to lay on the table 
was carried in the affirinative. 

Mr. Prentiss said he had made the motion to 
print these resolutions, because he supposed it 
would be an act of proper courtesy to the legisla- 
ture from whom theycame. They were resolutions 
of instruction from the state of Vermont, and Mr. 
P. knew that it was usual to print resolutions com- 
ing from a sovereign state. When he presented 
the resviutions, he had not the slightest idea that 
any serious objections would be made to them, or 
that they would excite any debate; and he would 
say to gentlemen of the south that the course which 
they were pursying was precisely the course to in- 
crease the number and augment the strength of 
abolitionists; and he thought it, in other respects, 
both impolitic and injurious, as well as wrong and 
unreasonable in itself. ‘The virtual rejection of pe- 
titions here was reyarded as an infraction of the 


not now inquire. But, in regard to these partica- 
lar resolutions, the honorable senator who presented 
them knew full well that if Congress, by any pos- 
sibility, could be induced to act upon them, at that 
inoment this uxion would be at an end. Mr. K., 
in that case, would at once return to his constitu- 
ents and tell them that the constitution had been 
violated in a vital point; and, believing all this 
conscientiously, Mr. K. would not Jend himself to 


adocument. What did the gentleman ask? The 
resolutions had been received and laid on the table 
on his own motion. And what was now the object 
in printing them? Could it be any other, or could 
it have any other effect, than to encourage the peti- 
tioners to continue to interfere with a matter which 
did not belong to them? Mr. K. trusted that this 
was not the senator’s object, he felt for that gen- 
tleman great respect, and had ever done so. But 
he was sorry that he was not satisfied with having 
these resolutions received and laid on the table. 
He thanked gentlemen for calling the south to their 
duty on this subject, and Mr. K. trusted they would 
discharge their own duty to their country and to its 
citizens. Mr. K. hoped that there would not be 
agitation here, which had taken place elsewhere, 
in amanner disgraceful to some concerned. 
K. would unhesitatingly vote against the printing. 

On motion of Mr. Lumpkin, accompanied by a 
few remarks, the motion to print was laid om the 
table by the following vote: 

Y EAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Brown, Buchan- 
an, Calhoun, Clay, of Alabama, Crittenden, Foster, 
Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lumpkin, Merrick, 
Mouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Pierce, Preston, Rives, 
Roane, Robinson, Smith, of Conn., Southard, Tipton, 
White, Williams, ot Mi., Wright, Young—29. 

NAYS—Messrs. Davis, Knight, McKean, Morris, 
Prentiss, Robbins, Smith, of Ind., Switt—s. 

The Vice President communicated to the Senate 





right of petition. This ideaof an encroachment on 
the right of petition had been connected with the 
great subject of abolition, and had communicated to 
it a power not properly its own; so that those who 
were opposed to extreme and premature measures, 
and wished to prevent useless excitement and agita- 
tion, found themselves powerless in consequence of 
this connexion; and if this course were persevered 


in, they would be obliged to give way entirely. | 
Mr. P. trusted these resolutions would be printed, | 


as an act of common courtesy; and he called for 
the yeas and nays on the question, which were or- 
dered accordingly. 

Mr. Cathoun said he confessed that he was amazed 
to see the senator from Vermont urging the course 
which he did, and that there should be any gentle- 
man who could not see that this question was daily 
alienating one portion of the Union from the other, | 
and that, if this should go on, the best hopes of man- 
kind, involved in the experiment of this great repub- 
lic, must soon be blasted. He was astonished, also, 
that the senator should conceive that the best mode 
for southern gentlemen was to let the abolitionists 
come here and agitate. They told the south that 
they had no right to their estates, or a very iuportant 

ortion of them, that they held them without law, 
and that they (the abolitionists) had a right to come 
here, and, day after day, week after week, and year 
after year, question the title of the south to their pro- 
perty, and calumniate their character. And now the 
senator urged that it was the best way to let them 
go on in this work of mischief! ‘he senator’s view 
on this s.bject was one of the most striking facts to 
illustrate the truth that, when a popular excitement 
was got up, the strongest ininds gave way. The only 
way was to put a step to the whole. 

Mr. Prentiss said he siinply asked that these reso- 
lutions might be printed, asa mark of the saine cour- 
tesy which it had been usual to show to the states of | 
this Union. He did not intend to enter into any ar- | 
gument on the question of abolition. Neither he nor 
any other senator from the north had, on any occa- 
sion, been found to agitate that question. ‘The fault, 
if it was one, lay in another quarter. le wished 
inerely to discharge an obvious duty. If he found 
it certain that he could not carry out his own opin- 
ions on the subject of slavery, which he trusted were 
well known, he thought it best to inake no attempt to 
carry thein out until a more favorable time should 
occur. But these were resolutions fiom his own con- 
stituent legislature, which were passed in conse- 
quexee of petitions urging their passage. They 
were sent here as resolutions of instruction, and, so 


a letter from the president of the United States, 
transinitting information, in obedience to a resolu- 
tion of the 20th ultimo, relating to the instructions 


'which had been issued from Washington city by 


heads of departments, as to the kind of money or 
notes which might be paid out by the government 
since 14th April, 1836; also, in relation to the ex- 
aininations of inventions to prevent the explosion 
of steam-boilers. 

Also, from the secretary of the treasury, state- 
ments showing the number of clerks in the state 
department, and the amount of their salaries for 
the year 1838. 


The following, among other memorials and peti- 
tions, were presented and referred: 

By Mr. Clay: From certain officers of the line of 
the army, asking to have their pay made equal to 
that of the staff. 

By Mr. Rives: From clerks in the fourth auditor’s 
office, asking an increase of compensation. 

Mr, Rives, from the committee on naval affairs, 
reported the bill for the better organjzation of the 
marine corps. 


Mr. Roane, from.the committee for the District of 
Columbia, reported with an ainendment, the bill to 
extend the jurisdiction of the corporation of Wash- 
ington over the Potomac bridge. 

Also, withan amendinent, an act giving the as- 
sent of congress to the act incorporating the Fal- 
mouth and Alexandria railroad company. 

Also, without amendment, the bill concerning 
the estates of idiots or lunatics and infants in the 
District of Columbia. 

Also, an adverse report on the memorial of the 
authorities of Georgetown, asking an extension of 
the time allowed them to redeem the small notes 
circulated by them. 

Mr. Benton said it would be recollected that a 
report had been made some time since in relation to 
certain claims against the government for property 


‘destroyed in Florida by the Seminole Indians. 


Since that time he had received additional evidence 
in relation to the claims of general Hernandez, 
which he moved to refer to the committee of claims. 
On this motion along debate ensued on the mer- 
its of other claims of a like nature with those of 
gen. Hernandez, when 
Mr. Bayard moved to rescind the order of the 


senate of a foriner day, postponing the passage of 
of any law untilsome general law was passed. 


Ou this question the yeas and nays were de:mand- 


ed, when there appeared for rescinding 22, against 


it 19. 





far as concerned him, he wished to discharge the duty 


they imposed upon him. 
Mr. King said he found no fault with the senator 


The senate resuined the consideration of the bill 
to reduce and graduate the price of the public lands, 


the question being on the amendment from commit- 





from Vermont for presenting these resolutions from 
the state which he represented. 
therefore, the question on their reception, because | 
they were from a sovereign stale. Whether roel 


state were acting right in this case, Mr. K. would 


tee, allowing lands adjacent to farms to be purchased 
Mr. K. waived, | undér the bill without ybeieg settled. 


The amendment and the bill were further dis- 


cussed by Messrs. Merrick antl Fulion. 


The amendment was modified by unanimous con- | 





any proposition from the senator to circulate such. 


Mr.. 








sent, on the suggestion of Mr. Niles, so as to magn ol 
uire that the purchaser under this amendmerh : gente 


should own (reside upon) and cultivate the land 
jacent to which he should purchase land 
provision of this amendment. 

This amendment to the amendment 
agreed to as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan Clay & 
of Ala., Foster, Fulton, Hubbard. King, Linn, ti nd 
kin, Lyon, McKean, Mouton, Nicholas, Niles, Nomt : 
Pierce, Robinson, Smith, of Conn., Smith, of la. el 
ton, Walker. Williams, of Mississippi, Young—3, ° 

NAYS—Messrs. Bayard, Prown, Calhoun, Cj, 
Ky., Crittenden, Davis, Knight, Merrick, Mos 
Prentiss, Preston, Rives, Roane, Robbins, Ruguley 
Southard, Strange, Swift, Wall, White, Williams of 
Me., Wright—22. ; 

Cn motion of Mr. Buchanan, the bill and amend 
ment thus amended, limiting the sales under t, 
bill to actual settlers, except in cases of Jands a 
jacent to farms, were further amended, by requir. 
Hing that no patent should be issued under the iy 
till two years after the entry of the land, and then 
only on adequate proof of compliance with the bij, 
by limiting the amount under the bill to 320 acres, The othe 
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or half a sectton, (ayes 21,) and by a third sectio, PalBoncurred | 
to the bill, limiting its operation to five years {roy The ques 
its passage, (ayes 25.) ir, Clay’s 
Mr. Clay, of Kentucky, (the question on th acres or 
amendment as amended yet pending, ) now offer or acre, 
a substitute for the whole bill, providing, in its first The bill ; 
part, that any actual settler on public land mis er discus: 
purchase 80 acres, or less, at 50 cents per acre. iles, Bent 
from 80 to 100 acres at 75 cents per acre; and from The ame 











s follows: 
YEAS— 
nden, Fos 
fouton, N 
es, Seviel 
hite, You 
NAYS— 
Alabama 
liles, Piere 
Connect! 


100 to 320 acres at $1 peracré. This substitute 
in its second part, was a transcript of Mr. Clay's 
land bill, so called, with necessary modifications, 
one of which left the disiributed inoney to a free dis. 
posal by the states on whom it should be bestoweg, 

This substitute having been ordered to be print. 
ed, 

On motion of Mr. Merrick, a document from th 
secretary of the treasury, on the call of Mr. M, 


and on this subject, was also ordered to be printed, ams, of M 
The senate then adjourned. Mr. Rive 
January 10. Amongst a variety of morning stponed. 


business, (which will be reported in our next pae pame senate ¢ 


per,) was the introduction of a joint resolution by 


Mr. Robbins in relation to the Smithsonian be. f ® 
quest.””. Mr. R. prefaced the introducticn of this) Saturday 
resolution with a long and eloquent speecii, setting Pqeave to o 
forth the great advantages {© be derived from edu. |agead for int 
cation, in a national point of view, and showing the Resolved, 
influence which learning had in all ages upon the Pme territory 
destinies of empires, particularly singling out the Bae Pe diem 
glory of Athens. eae 
Mr. Preston responded briefly, but not less feel- _iasa 
ingly and eloquently. The subject lies over until ger eye 
to-morrow. id that it 
The senate resumed the consideration of the bill ent if th 
to reduce and graduate the price of the public hbject. I 
lands. ‘Jor 
The question being on the substitute of Mr. Clay, Bry 
of Kentucky, for the whole bili— Pe) Mr. Wis 
Mr. Clay addressed the senate at length in ex. e tpesi 
planation and support of his substitute, and incon thire 


trasting some of its principal features with those of 


the original bill as amended. ~ 

Mr. Buchanan replied, in opposition to the sub 
stitute, and in favor of the original bill. 

The substitute was then lost, by the following 
vote: 

YEAS—Mersrs. Bayard, Clay, of Kentucky, Cri 
tenden, Davis, Knight, McKean, Merrick, Prentiss, 
a Smith, of Indiana, Southard, Swift, Tipton, 
NAYS—Messrs. Allen, Benton, Brown, Buchanan, 
Calhoun, Clay, of Ala., Foster, Fulton, Hubbard, 
King, Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, Mouten, Nicholas, Niles, 
Norvell, Preston, Rives, Roane, Robinson, Stranges 
Walker, Wall, White, Williams, of Maine, Williams, 
of Miss., Wright, Young—29. . 

The amendment from committee, as amended in 
the senate, allowing the purchase, under the bill, 
(without settlement, ) of lands adjacent to the farms 
of persons settled on other lands, was agreed to. 


On motion of Mr. Benion, the bill was further 
amended by that portion of Mr. Clay’s substitute 
which allowed individual settlers to enter eighty 
acres, or less, at fifty ceuts per acre, alter the land 
should have been filteen years in the market, by 
yeas and nays, as follows: 

YEAS-—-Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Benton, Clay, of 
Ala., Clay, of Ky., Crittenden, Foster, Fulton, Kings 
Linn, Lumpkin, Lyon, McKean, Merrick, Mouton, 
Nicholas, Norvell, Robinson, Smith, of Ia., Tipton, 
Walker, White, Williams, of Miss., Young—24. 
NAYS—Messrs. Brown, Buchanan, Calhoun, D 
vis, Hubbard, Knight, Niles, Prentiss, Preston, Rives 
Roane, Robbins, Ruggles, Southard, Strange, Swill 
Wall, Williams, of Maine, Wnghi—19. 

On motion of Mr. Clay, of Alabama, (on the 





suggestion of Mr. Clay, of Kentucky,) the bill, a8 
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mended, was ordered to be printed; and the sen- 
¥ ourned. ; 
ia Ss 11. After the transaction of some morn- 
g business, the senate resumed the consideration 
fthe bill to reduce and graduate the price of the 
Mudlic lands; and the bill, as amended, having been 
‘AS the, ea. to the senate, 

te am of Kentucky, called for the yeas and 













ny Cl, concurring with the comunittee of the whole 
Lung’ : Se aret atuendment as amended, limiting the 
Norvel f snefits of the bill to actual settlers on the land under 

la., Tip ne bill, or on land adjacent. 

c The yeas and nays were accordingly ordered, and 
Mot ,e amendment was concurred in by yeas and nays, 


Rugele 
lains, of 









s follows: 

Messrs. Allen, Benton, Buchanan, Clay, 
sr oane. Fulton, Hubbard, King, Linn, Lump- 
in Lyon, Mouton, Niles, Norvell, Pierce, Robinson, 
syier, Smith, of Conn., Smith, of Indiana, Tipton, 
alker, White, Williams, of Maine, Williams, of 
fiss., Young—29. 
NAYS—Messrs. Calhoun, Clay, of Ky., Crittenden, 
the bij davis, Knight, McKean, Prentiss, Preston, Rives, 
nd they oane, Robbins, Ruggles, Southard, Strange, Swift, 
the bil FMV all—16. 
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0 acres, The other amendments of the bill were then 

| Section oncurred in, with one exception. 

ATS from The question now being on the amendment from 
ir. Clay’s substitute, authorizing the purchase of 

On the acres or less by settlers on the land at 50 cents 

’ Offered er acre, 

1 its first The bill at large and the amendment were fur- 

d might er discussed by Messrs. Buchanan, King, Morris, 

er acres iles, Benton, Preston, and Walker. 

nd from The amendment was rejected by yeas and nays, 

stitute, aes follows: 

, Clay’s YEAS—Messrs. Allen, Bayard, Clay, of Ky., Crit- 

cations nden, Foster, Lumpkin, McKean, Merrick, Morris, 

free dis. fouton, Nicholas, Norvell, Preston, Robinson, Rug- 


es, Sevier, Smith, of Indiana, Tipton, Walker, 
hite, Young—21. 

NAYS—Messrs. Benton, Brown, Buchanan, Clay, 
f Alabama, Fulton, Hubbard, King, Knight, Linn, 
rom the files, Pierce, Prentiss, Rives, Roane, Robbins, Smith, 
Mir. M, Connecticut, Southaid, S range, Swift, Wall, Wil- 
printed, HiBams, of Me., Williams, of Mississippi, Wright—23. 
Mr. Rives now inoved that the bill be indefinitely 
stponed. After a few remarks from Mr. Morris, 


‘stowed, 
e print. 


norning , 
5 : ; 
next pae Page Senate adjourned till Monday. 
ition by B Bae 
ian be . HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 


1 of this Saturday, Jan. 5. Mr. Mason, of Ohio, asked 
, Setting P#eave to offer the following resolution, which was 
ym edu. Pqgead for information: 
ving the fag Resolved, That George W. Jones, late delegate from 
pon the fame territory of Wisconsin, is not entitled to mileage or 
out the om per diem compensation on account of his attendance 
“@ the present session of congress. 
Objection having been inade by Mr. Wise, Mr. 
ason moved a suspension of the rules, and asked 
he yeas and nays on that motion. The Speaker 
id that it would relieve him from some embarrass- 
ent if the house won!d take soime action on this 
nbject. He had received a communication from 
r. Jones, which he desired an opportunity to lay 
efore the house. 
Mr. Wise thereupon withdrew his objection, and 
: speaker laid before the house the following 
tters: 


ess feel. 
er until 











the bill 
» publie 


ir. Clay, 


a in ex- 
| in con 


those o! House of representatives, January 4, 1839. 


Sir: I take this mode of informing you that a reso- 









he sub- tion will, at the earliest opportunity, be introduced to 
is house, denying your right to receive any compen- 
i lowing tion as a delegate to the present session of congress. 
am, sir, with respect, your obedient servant, 
ky, Crit J. R. GIDDINGS. 
Prentiss, eon. George W. Jones, Washington city. 
, Tipton, — 

t Washington city, January 5, 1839. 
ichanan, Sir: Considering myself entitled, under the usages 
jubbard, _the house, and the ee of the United States, to re- 
s, Niles, eve my mileage and per diem compensation as the 
Strange, Hitting delegate from the territory of Wisconsin, I re- 
Villiams, JRgelved from the sergeant-at-arms, on the 20th ultimo, a 

eck on the Bank of Washington, for my mileage and 

nded in [Mier diem allowance up to that date. 
the bill, aving received last evening the accompanying 
,e farms -mmunication from a member of the house, hon. J. 
a to. - Giddings, of Ohio, and not feeling willing to retain 
further ‘my hands the compensation alluded to unless most 

uF arly so entitled, I respectfully return to the house, 
ibstitute rough you, the ort er check, to be cancelled by the 
r eighty Jipouse, if in their judgment I am not entitled to it. 
the land caine here under the solemn conviction that I was 
‘ket, by ° "zhtful delegate of the people of Wisconsin, to 

the them here as such until the 4th of March next.| ¢ 
Clay, of x. opinion was strengthened by the advice of able 
n, King, tapos » before and since my arriyal here. I entertain 
Mouton, fi. ee opinion still, but will submit to the decision of 
Tipton, louse in both cases without a murmur. 
24. Very respectfully, your obedient servant, 
yun, Da BF py GEO. W. JONES. 
n, Rives, on. James K. Polk, , 
2, Swift, Speaker of the house of representatives. 
The letters having been read, 

(on the he Speaker, with the permission of the house, 


bill, as 








made a brief explanation of the course of the ser- 
geant-at-arms and the presiding officer of the house. 

By the journal of the extra session, at the 
opening of the present congress in September, 
1337, it appeared that ““George Wallace Jones ap- 
peared as the delegate from the territory of Wis- 
consin, was sworn to support the constitution of 
the United States, and took a seat in the house.” 
No certificates of election of members or delegates 
were presented at the time of qualification, and the 
speaker could not know under what authority they 
took their seats. Mr. Jones was sworn, and took a 
seat. 

At the commencement of the present session, 
Mr. Jones appeared in his seat, claiming to be the 
rightful sitting delegate from Wisconsin. When 
the claim of Mr. Doty was presented, Mr. Jones 
rose in his place and asserted his right. The house, 
by its acquiescence, recognized him as the sitting 
delegate, and took order in the case, by referring 
the claim to a seat as the delegate from Wisconsin 
to the committee of elections. Mr. Jones continued 
in his seat as the sitting delegate. He, at various 
times, as the journal shows, presented petitions and 
resolutions, and participated in the business of the 
house, as the sitting delegate. This was permitted 
by the acquiescence of thé house, until the right to 
the seat was decided by the house. Whilst Mr. 
Jones was thus the sitting delegate, in his seat, in 
discharge of his duties as such, the sergeant-at-arms 
or the presiding officer bad no right or power to in- 
quire whether he was rightfully there. That was a 
question which the house alone could decide. The 
law regulating the pay of members and delegates, 
for aught that appeared of record, entitled hin to 
his coinpensation until the time he was ousted by 
a vote of the house. He called for his compensa- 
tion, and neither the sergeant-at-arms nor the 
speaker had any discretion to refuse it under the 
law. The check for his compensation was made 
out in the usual way by the sergeant-at-arms, and 
signed under the law. Since taking the chair this 
morning, the letter from Mr. Jones had been laid 





on his table. And now the question of compensa- 
tion, under the resoiution before the house, was an 
openone. The house alone can by its order refuse 
the compensation. Under the law, the sergeant 
and speaker cannot. The speaker expressed the 
hope that the house would decide the question, and 
thus relieve the subject from all doubt and embar- 
rassment. : 

A debate followed. The resolution was advoca- 
ted by Messrs. Mason, of Ohio, and Giddings, and 
was opposed by Messrs. Wise, Bouldin, Bronson, 
Thomas, Calhoon, of Kentucky, and Pope, the lat- 
ter of whom concluded his remarks by demanding 
the previous question, but withdrew the motion at 
the request of Mr. Biddle, and on the pledge of that 
gentleman to renew it. Mr. Biddle, according to 
promise, followed his remarks, (which were highly 





complimentary to Mr. Jones,) by moving the pre- 

vious question, It was seconded, put, and carried. | 
Mr. Griffin demanded the yeas and navs on the | 
main question, being on the adoption of the resolu- 

tion; which were ordered. Mr. Thomas inquired 

of the speaker whether, in case the resolution 

should be rejected, he would consider it as authority 

to pay Mr. Jones his per diem and mileage? The 

Speaker replied in the affirmative. 

The question was then taken on the adoption of 
the resolution, and resulted as follows: 

YEAS—Messrs: Alexander, Heman Allen, Banks, 
Bell, Bicknell, Birdsall, Bond, Boon, Borden, Buchan- 
an, Wm. B. Calhoun, Wm. B. Campbell, Chaney, 
Cheatham, Clowney, Connor, Corwin, Craig, Crary, 
Cranston, Curtis, Cushman, Darlington, Dawson, Da- 
vee, Davies, Dunn, Elmore, Evans, Richard Fletcher, 
Fry, Gallup, Giddings, Goode, Griffin, Hall, Halsted, 
Hawkins, Haynes, Henry, Herod, Hoffman, 'Thonias 
B. Jackson, Joseph Johnson, Kennedy, Lewis, Loomis, 
Marvin, Samson Mason, May, Maxwell, Robert 
McClellan, Abraham McClellan, Mitchell, Samuel 
W. Morris, Calvary Morris, Naylor, Noble, Noyes, 
Ouvle, Owens, Parker, Peck, Petrikin, Phelps, Potts, 
Pratt, John H. Prentiss, Rariden, Reed, Rencher, 
Ridgway, Rives, Edward Robinson, Russell, Salton- 
stall, Sheffer, Augustine H. Shepperd, Charles Shepard, 
Sibley, Stanly, Swearingen, Taliaferro, ‘Toland, Un- 
derwood, Vanderveer, Albert S. White, Thomas T. 
Whittiesey, Lewis Williams, Sherrod Williams, and 
Jared W. Williams—89. 

NA YS—Messrs. Adams, Andrews, Atherton, Beat- 
ty, Beirne, Biddle, Bouldin, Briggs, Bronson, John 
‘alhoon, Cambreleng, John Campbell, Carter, Casey, 
Chambers, Cleaveland, Coles, Crabb, Crockett, Cush- 
ing, Deberry, DeGraff, Dromgoole, Edwards, Everett, 
Ewing, Farrington, Isaac Fletcher, James Garland, 
William Graham, Grantland, Gray, Haley, Hammond, 
Hamer, Harrison, Hastings, Hawes, Holsey, Holt, 
Hubley, Robert M. T. Hunter, Jenifer, Henry John- 
son, William Cost Johnson, Nathaniel Jones, Keim 
Kemble, Kiingensmith, Leadbetter, Logan, Lyon, Jas. 
M. Mason, Martin, Maury, McClure, McKennan, 
Mercer, Milligan, Miller, Moore, Morgan, Parmenter, 





Parris, Paynter, Pearce, Pickens, Plumer, Pope, Pot- 
ter, Putnam, Randolph, John Robertson, Rumsey, 
Shields, Shepior, Ziade, Snyder, Southgate, Spencer, 
Stuart, Stone, Thomas, Toucey, Towns, Vail, Wages 
ner, Webster, Weeks, John White, Joseph L. Wil- 
liams, Christopher H. Williams, Wise, Word, Yell, 
and Yorke—96. 

So the resolution was rejected. 

_ Mr. Thomas asked leave to offer a resolution to 
the effect that the committee on the judiciary be 
instructed to inquire into the expediency of so alter- 
ing the law as to prohibit any delegate sitting more 
than two sessions of congress on the same election, 
and to render more clear the law as tothe com- 
mencement of the term of such delegates. 

Objection being made, Mr. T. moved to suspend 
the rules to enable him to offer it; but the house re- 
fused to suspend the rules. Mr. Stanly moved an 
adjournment. Lost. 

Mr. Harlan, of Kentucky, asked leave to offer the 
following: 

Resolved, That the secretary of war be directed to 
communicate to this house a statement of the final set- 
tlement of the accounts of Lewis Cass, late superin- 
tendent of Indian affairs; of the annual salary of said 
superintendent; and of any extra compensation, com- 
missions, or other allowances over and above his an- 
nual salary, which have been credited or allowed to 
him at the treasury department. 

Objections being made, be moved to suspend the 
rules to allow him to propose the resolution, and 
deinanded the yeas and nays; which were oidered 
hy the house. Mr. Potts moved an adjournment. 
Negatived. 

The yeas and nays being taken on suspending 
the rules to admit the offering at this time of the 
above resolution, resulted as follows: yeas 125,, 
nays 27. Sothe rules were suspended. Mr. Har- 
lan having offered the resolution, 

Mr. Hamer, of Ohio, suggested, as an aimend- 
ment, to insert— 

“And at what time, and under what law or rule of 
the department, said allowances were made.” 

Which Mr. Harlan accepted as a modification of 
his motion. 

Mr. McKay moved to amend the resolution by in- 
serting— 

“Together with any opinion which may have been 
given by the attorney general in regard tosaid accounts 
or claims.” 

Mr. McK. accompanied the motion by some re- 
marks very imperfectly heard, in which he stated 
an opinion of the attorney general in reference to 
the matter in question, and what had been done in 
consequence of it. 

At the suggestion of Mr. Adams, a verbal alteration 
was inade in the amendment of Mr. McKay, by sub- 
stituting the word “allowances” instead of *‘claims,’” 

The amendment of Mr. McKay, was then adopted: 
ayes 77, noes not counted. ) 

The resolution of Mr. Harlan, as amended, was 
then agreed to. 

The Speaker laid before the house a letter from 
the secretary of the treasury, transmitting copies of 
the returns rendered to the treasury department, 
agreeably to law, by the incorporated banks of the 
District of Columbia, showing the state of their af- 
fairs at the close of the year 1838. 

Mr. Miller wished to offer a resolution; but, be- 
fore leave was given, 

The house, on motion, adjourned, 

Monday, Jan.7. Some conversation took place 
between the Speaker and Mr. Slade, as to the order 
of business; when 

Mr. Siade moved that the House proceed at this 
time to the consideration of a petition heretofore 
presented by him, froin certain citizens of West 


Randolph, Orange county, Vermont, praying the re- 


cognition of the independence of Hayti; the pend- 
ing question being on the motion of Mr. Slade that 
the said petition be referred to the committee on 
foreign affairs, with instructions to report a bill re- 
cognising the independence of that republic, and 
making provision for entering upon the customary 
international relations therewith, [which petition, 
et rise to debate, had been laid over under the 
rule. 

And on his motion Mr. Slade (after expressing his 
anxiety to be heard in behalf of the petitioners) 
asked the yeas and nays; which were relused. 

And the question was then taken, and decided in 
the negative without a division. 

So the motion was rejected. 

Petitions and memorials were presented by the 
following members: 

Froin Florida—Mr. Downing. 

From Michigan—Mr. Crary. : : 

From Arkansas—Mr, Yell. 

From Missouri ~ Messrs. Miller and Harrison. 

From Alabama—Messrs. Crabb and Chapman. 

Troi Iilinois—Messrs. May and Casey. 

Mr. Ewing moved_a suspension of the rule, to 
enable him to offer a resolution. 
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But the house refused to suspend the rule. constituted one gezeral government jor special purpo- a other memorials presented by Mr. Adain, 4 
Petitions and memorials were further presented | ses, and delegated to that government certain finite | was the following: my ; 


by the following members: 

From Indiana—Messrs. Rariden, Dunn, Ewing, 
and Graham. 

From Louvisiana—Mr. Johnson. 


[Mr. Johnson, of Louisiana, presented the petition 
of Duncan H. Hennen, clerk of the United States 
district and circuit courts for the eastern district of 
Louisiana,exhibiting charges against P.K. Lawrence, 
United States district judge for that state. The 
charges set forth are corruption, gross neglect of 
duty, intemperance, and other charges of an equally 
serious character. 

After some desultory conversation, the motion 
was agreed to; and the committee was ordered to 
consist of seven members. ] . 

From Ohio—Messrs. Goede, Coffin, Harper, Gid- 
dings, Corwin, Morris, Ridgway, Sheplor, Allen, 
and Swearingen. 

From Tennessee—Messrs. Stone, Carter, Williams, 
and the go oe a ‘ « 

From Kentucky—Messrs. Chambers, Southgate, 
Murray, and Menefee. 

From Georgia—Messrs. Jackson and Towns. 

From South Carolina—Messrs. Campbell, Thomp- 
son, and Legare. 

From North Carolina—Messrs. Graham and Mc 


re 

‘rom Virginia—Messrs. Bouldin, Mason, Coles, 
Banks, Garland, Johnson, Craig, Taliaferro, and 
Beirne. 

Mr. Wise rose and said: Mr. speaker, I am about 
to present a petition of a unique character. It has 
been presented to me, and is addressed to the house 
of representatives, .It is from one man and one wo- 


man. I do not know whether they have been joined 


together. It bears the names of James 8. White 
and Louisa Grosvenor, of Calais, in the state of 
Maine. The petilion has a very significant seal. 
Stamped upon the wax is a sheaf of wheat, as it 
were, sitting on an end in the harvest-field, and 
upon it is the motto, ** You deserve a thrashing.” 
ldo not know whether this is meant for me, or 
whether it is meant tor this House. Itseems rather 
meant for the house, as there are many heads of 
wheat here, and not one alone. ‘The petition prays 
that this honorable body will rescind the resolution 
passed bya majority of this House on the 12th 
ult. in relation to the disposition of certain petitions. 
My motion is thai the petition be referred to the com- 
mitiee of the whole on the state of the union with in- 
structions to report the following resolution, to wit: 

Resolved, ‘That the resolutions heretofore offered by 
Mr. Atherton, (of New Hampshire,) and adopted by 
this house December 17, 1838, especially that part of 
the same which recognises the reception, by laying on 
the table, of abolition petitions, be, and the same are 
hereby, rescinded; and that all petitions 1 relation to the 
sub,ect of slavery or the slave trade in the United States, 
now received and laid on the table, be returned to those 
who presented them; and that they, and all of like char- 
acter hereatter presented, be not received by this house. 

Some conversation as to the disposition of the pe- 
tition ensued, when Mr. Wise L.aving intimated his 
wish to say a few words, the petition (giving rise to 
debate) was ordered to lie over one day. 

From New York—Messrs. Fillmore, Loomis, 
Gallup, Mitchell, Noble, Marvin, Russell, McClel- 
lan, Cambreleng, Anderson, Vanderveer, Foster, 
Curtis, Pratt, Kemble, Taylor, Clark, Brodhead, 
Moore, Putnam, Hoffman, Peck, and Sibley. 

Mr. Fillmore presented a petition of certain citi- 
zens, praying either the modification or repeal of 
the neutrality law, on the ground that it was uncon- 
stitutional, and that it had been very much abused. 
Referred to the committee on foreign affairs. 

From Vermont—Messrs. Hall, Allen, Fletcher, 
and Everett. 

From Connecticut—Messrs. Toucey, Ingham, Ha- 
ley, Holt, and Whittlesey. 

From Rhode Island—Messrs. Cranston, and Til- 
ee: 

From Massachusetts—Messrs. Fletcher, Grenvell, 
Briggs, Cushing, Reed, Lincoln, Parmenter, Cal- 
houn, Hastings, Saltonstall, and Adams. 

Mr. Cushing presented the memorial of Peter San- 
born and others, of Reading,in the state of Massa- 
chusetts, praying the house to rescind the resolution 
of the 12th December last, and moved that said me- 
morial, together with the resolves of the state of 
Massachusetts on the right of petition and debate, 
presented to the house on the 28th of May last, and 
not finally acted on by the house, be referred to the 
committee of the whole on the state of the union, 
with instructions to consider the expediency of 
adopting the following resolutions, viz: 

Kesolved, ‘That the several states composing the 
United States of America are not associated on the 
principle of unlimited submission to the federal govern- 
ment, or to the houses of congress, or either of them; 
but that, by the constitution, the people of said states 





powers only, reserving each state to itself the residuary 
mass of riglit to their own self-government; that while 
the constitution and laws of the United States do at- 
tach to the people of the several states immediately, in 
those matters within the true jurisdiction and confines 
of said constitution, and in the modes limited and de- 
fined thereby, yet in all other matters the siates retain 
each its own political sovereignty; that to this constitu 
tion each state acceded as a state, and is an integral 
party, and in its capacity of a sovereign state is repre- 
sented in congress by its senators duly appointed; that 
amoug the residuary rights so by each state reserved is 
thet or freely and fully expressing its opinions on all 
subjects of public concernment to the states or the peo- 
ple thereof, and of communicating the said opinions to 
congress; and that it is the constitutional duty of the 
senate and of the house of representatives respectfully 
to receive, entertain, and consider, and maturely and 
deliberately to decide upon, all’such communications 
addressed to it by either of the states of this union; 


and the summary rejection of the same, without their: 


being debated, printed, or referred, cr any action what- 
ever had thereon, is insulting to the honor and injurious 
to the rights and interests of the said sovereign states 
of the union. 

Resolved, That the federal government is a govern- 
ment of limited and specific powers, derived from the 
people of the United States thereby confederated and 
united, and to said government by them granted under 
the constitution; that all powers not delegated to the 
said United States by the constitution, nor prohibited 
by it to the states, are reserved to the states respective- 
ly, or to the people; that therefore no right of any de- 
nomination can be cancelled, abridged, restrained, or 
modified by the congress, by the senate, or the house of 
representatives, acting in any capacity, by the presi- 
dent or any departmeut or officer of the United States, 
except in those instances in which power is given by 
the constitution for those purposes; and that, among 
o her imprescriptible and essential rights, the freedom 
of conscience, of speech, and of the press, and the 
right of the people peaccably to assemble, and to petition 
the government fora redress of grievances, are of the 
original and innate immunities of the said people of 
the United States; rights of theirs not derived from or 
to be measured by the common or any other positive 
law of this or any other country, but inherent in the 
said people as a people, and under the constitution of 
the several states by and to the said people guarantied 
and consecrated forever; and which, by reason thereof, 
cannot be cancelled, abridged, restrained, or modified, 
constitutionally, by any authority ot the United States 
whatsoever, nor in any form of Jaw, whether the same 
be the act of the two houses of congress, or of either 
of them separately. 

Resolved, That the people of the United States did 
ordain and establish the constitution thereof, in order, 
aniong other things, to secure the blessings of liberty 
to them and their posterity; that to this end the powers 
of legislation were vested in representative and delib- 
erative assemblies, to wit: a senate appointed by the 
states, and a house of representatives chosen by the 
people of the states; that, in the exercise of their rights 
by the said house of representatives and the members 
thereof, there should be free scope and perfect equality, 
without interdiction of any subject of public concern- 
ment, and without inhibition of subject to members 
from one portion of the union, or exclusive privilege of 
it to those from another portion; that all such attempts 
to smother and suppress the discussion of particular 
subjects, whilst illusory and fruitless in themselves, do, 
moreover, impeach the first principles of democratic 
liberty, which enjoin the establishment and propaga- 
tion of political truth, without let or fear; that the free- 
dom of speech, forbidden by the constitution to be 
abridged in whatever case, is more supremely entitled 
to immunity and respect in the person of the represen- 
tatives of the people in congress, who for all orderly 
speech or debate in either house should not be ques- 
tioned elsewhere, nor hindered there; that the house of 
representatives may determine the rules of its proceed- 
ings, but that it cannot constitutionally, by a perpetual 
antecedent prohibition, preclude its members, or any 
one or more of them, from debate and motion as to a 
specific excepted class of subjects, provided the same 
be things Se the purview of the constitution, and 
concerning which the peop'e of the United States, or 
any part thereof, desired to be heard through their re- 
presentatives in congress. 

Resolved, therefore, ‘That all that part of a certain 
resolution of the house ef representatives adopted on 
the 12th day of December last, which provides that 
“every petition, memorial, resolution, proposition, or 
paper” of a preseribed class “shall, on the presentation 
thereof, without any further action thereon, be laid on 
the table, without being debated, printed, or referred,” 
is a Violation of the rights of the states, whose official 
communications to congress of said class it excludes 
from due and proper consideration—a violation of the 
right of petition inserent in the’ people of the United 
States, which it cancels and abridges, and a violation of 
the privilege of speech and of debate rightfully apper- 
taining to the members of this house, which it fore- 
closes and abolishes; and. therefore, that so much of 
said resolution be, and the same is hereby declared to 
be unconstitutional and merely void and of null effect. 

Mr. Cushing expressing his intention to debate 
the subject, the motion of instructions lies over until 
another petition day. 





This memorial showeth: That, whereas sundry .,.) | 
minded and ignorant persons have petitioned ty, ; 
for a recognition of the independence of Haytj Other & 
wise called St. Domingo, a black republic; and, whe.) 
as,.should such recognition take place, a biack he ee 
ambassador must necessarily take up his residence 2 
the seat of government, to the great scandal of slay¢),\"" 
ders, and the eternal disgrace of the Anglo-Saxon blood } 
and, whereas a president (a “northern man with soy)’ 
ern principles”) could not maintain amicable relations| 
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with such a functionary; and, whereas, unless the ae OO We 
sident interposed his authority, such functionary y,,), | National 
not be permitted to mix in good society, or receive ;j,| shed in tl 
usual civilities paid to other public characters, and lited by : 
whereas such treatment would necessarily give ofjey.| Mes are W' 


to the government of which he is the accredited jp nnot fail 


sentative, thereby leading to his recall, and in all proj. e party | 
bility to a war between the two countries; for these, ,j | am P 
various other reasons unnecessary to mention, your jy, We hav 
morialists humbly pray that your honorable body Would United St 
enact a law prohibiting any foreign nation from sengiy, | agphich is ¥ 
to our own any man who is not a full-blooded Ano; | Miittained. 
Saxon man, and can trace his lineage back to ion We cco th 
without any taint, mix:ure, siain, or blemish from the Since 
accursed race of Ham, from whom the inhabitants gf ed on Our 
Africa are descended. And they further pray that af Political 
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act may be placed prohibiting any one from holdjy)} 
any civil or military office in the United States wih 
shall have the least mixture of African blood in his yein, 
And, to carry this law into more complete effect, yoy P 
memorialists pray tha: there may be a Standing cop. | 
mittee of the house appointed, called *The committee i, 
colors,” or “The whitewashing committee,” whose dyiy | 
it shall be to examine into the pedigree of every mex. ' 
ber of congress, and every man appointed to public of 
fice, especially in the slaveholding states; and whenever 
in any case, any taint of African blood be discovered 
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such member shall instaritly be expelled from office | gp electing 
and his place filled with a pure Anglo-Saxon Amer.pmgate the d 
can. And your memorialists further pray that thy —arlan, 0} 
notoriously false assertion contained in the declaration ew York 
of independence, viz: that “ali men are created {ree ad a., Mr. S. 
equal,” be erased from that document, and burnt by iy limore, of 
hands of the common hangman. pean 
And your memorialists will ever pray. we gga 
[Signed by 46, a f 
Mr. 4dams having read it, and being about 4 ey ms | 
move its reference, Mr. Dromgocle raised the que: + he : oo 
tion of reception, on the ground that it was not init ® “be ‘ 
terms respectful tothe house. Mr. dems content. A e, @ i. 
ed that it was in no wise disrespectful to the housep ree we 
and concluded his remarks by asking the yeas aniP we os 
nays on the reception of the memorial; which wer) "herve “ 
ordered, and resulted, yeas 24, nays 117. So thy acts 
memorial was not received. | 3 i ol 
Mr. Adams then moved that the petition thusn, @ ° 





fused to be received be entered on the journal. Thy 


Chair decited that this would be out of order. Ms @ Sebi : 
Adams then moved that his presentation of the nef ie we 
morial and motion for its reference be entered on thee ah om rhe 
journal. The Speaker said that this could be jee Francis 
mitted. Mr. .4dams. I wish it for the honor of tlh. . pouse 
house. The Chair. If the gentleman has more pf ecretary | 
titions to present, he will now-present them. Mp : 
Adams. O, yes, sir, yes, sir; plenty more. He the 4 From } 
went on to present the residue. Hf 7th inst 
Petitions from Maine presented by Messrs. Dif By th 
vee, Evans, Atherton, and Robinson. i : V . 
From New Hampshire by Mr, Cushman. . ower ib 
Messrs. Mercer, McKennan, Curtis, Rariden, Jowf “at of tt 
fer, and Snyder, obtained permission, and pres¢nt von " th 
memorials, after all the states had been called. w ws th , 
And then the house adjourned. | st the A 
Tuesday, Jan. 8. After the reception of repo" vtored ar 


and the presentation of a number of resolutits 
which shall have a place in the next “REG1sTEI, 
Mr. Camdreleng, from the committee of ways ant 


e learn. 
been evact 
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means, reported a bill to amend the act authori ruz for p 
the issuing of treasury notes to meet the curren! © Mj... pave 
penses of the governinent, approved May 21, RR rior for 
Mr. C. briefly explained the bill; it was then RM ocd tha 
twice, and its further consideration postponed until pon the ¢ 
to-morrow. Btion. 


After several other committees, had made repo 
ihe object of which will be noticed hereafter, ! 
louse resumed the consideration of Mr. Cambrt 
leng’s motion for the raising of a select committt 
to investigate the defalcation of Mr. Swartwoth 
together with Mr. Wise’s amendment thereto, Pp" 
posing the appointment of the committee by ballo 
&e. Mr. Wise modified his amendment, by acce?! 
ing as a modification the resolution moved sou 
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days ago by Mr. Garland, of Va. <A debate . Therese | 
ensued which occupied the time of the DU BMt, jou, 

till near 5 o’clock, when on motion of Mr. Bove on. heal 
the house adjourned. [Particulars in the n° army of § 
“REGISTER.”’ . Mpls said to | 

Wednesday, Jan. 9. After the usual mornlt town. 

business, the house again resumed the considerati! The scl 
of the resolution for the appointment of a coM™" RS that ta 
tee to investigate the defaleation of Mr. Swart?"R? number § 
A desultory debate ensued, but witboat taking ' Similar fo 
quession the house adjourned. E No action 


